
We present in this brochure #1; first of
all the Document of Agreement of

founding of the Joint Committee of the
International Leninist Trotskyist

Fraction, between WIVL of South Africa
and LTF on April 2009. This was the

base of the Foundational Congress of
ILFT on July 2009. ILTF members are:
WIVL (South Africa), LTI (Bolivia), FT

(Brazil), LOI-CI (Argentina), POI-CI
(Chile), LTI (Peru), CWG (New

Zealand), NRI (Argentina) and HRS
(United States).

Then we present three documents
about the world situation (originally

printed in May 2009 in the
Organizador Obrero Internacional #12,

Part II) that were approved as official
documents of ILTF in its Foundational

Congress, recently held.
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• The worldwide regime of dominance imposed by
imperialism since 1989 has entered into political crisis
• The crisis of the revolutionary leadership of the
proletariat has deepened and worsened
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENT

This document, u n d e rsigned by -
Wo rke rs Intern ational Va n g u a rd Leag u e
(WIVL) of South A f rica and Fra c c i ó n
Leninista Trotskista (FLT) -composed
by POI (CI) of Chile,LTI of Boliv i a , F T
of Bra z i l , LTI of Pe ru , CWG of New
Zealand and LOI (CI)-Democra c i a
O b re ra of A rgentina- rep resents the
coming together and regrouping of our-
s e l ve s , in fi rst place, based on a joint
i n t e rn ational stru ggle that let us re c og-
n i ze each other as real revo l u t i o n a ri e s
seeking for a way to set up again the
wo rld party of socialist revolution. Th i s
i n t e rn ationalist stru ggle was focused on:

a )The stru ggle against the counter-
revo l u t i o n a ry pacts that today
b e s i ege the resistance of the Ira q i
m a s s e s , Palestinian masses, t h e
Colombian re s i s t a n c e, and part i c u-
larly fight against the wicked popu-
lar front policy that today stra n g l e s
the Bolivian working class and poor

peasants and pacts with fascism; and
in South Africa after the betrayal of
the 80-90s revo l u t i o n , t o d ay the
A N C - S AC P - C O S ATU in the gov-
ernment places the costs of the crisis
onto the backs of the working class
and exploited masses. 

b ) A joint stru ggle against that re a l
c o u n t e rrevo l u t i o n a ry intern at i o n a l
t h at is the WSF (a fight that has
been launched by both WIVL and
FLT separately even before meeting
each other). The WSF that convened
a meeting in Ke nya , A f rica in 2007
and gat h e rs together the ro t t e n
Stalinist and pro - i m p e rialist fo rc e s
preparing themselves to strangle the
African revolution once more.

c ) The need for a program and an
internationalist praxis for the sake of
the victory of our cl a s s , for wh i ch
re a s o n , d u ring many ye a rs -rat h e r
for decades- our currents have been
seeking a revolutionary path, in iso-

l ation and scat t e red because of the
split of the Fo u rth Intern ational in
the hands of the revisionists and
o p p o rtunists who led it to its
destruction. 

d ) A principled joint stru gg l e, eve n
with shades and differences, looking
for the best program and surest way
for the combat of the working class
and people of Palestine and the
e n t i re Middle East to succeed. So,
despite those shades and diffe r-
ences, our convictions as regards the
re q u i red destruction of the Zionist
State of Israel have united us. A task
t h at can only be carried out by the
p ro l e t a ri at of Palestine and Midd l e
East along side the decisive inter-
vention of the wo rking class within
the imperialist countries. It was pos-
s i ble to arrive at the present agre e-
ment due to the meticulous and deep
discussions about each one of those
shades and diffe rences on the
Palestinian question-in day and
night meetings, because, as we have
said, the need is to elaborate the best
p rogram so the Palestinian wo rk i n g
class and people can ach i eve the
victory of their heroic fight. 

Th u s , i n t e rn ationalists have re c og-
n i zed each other by fighting toge t h e r
against Stalinism and the electora l
d e c eption in South A f ri c a , and wh i l e
the wo rld wo rking class and ex p l o i t e d
masses were developing the first battles
of the impera t ive ly needed wo rke r
c o u n t e ro ffe n s ive in Gre e c e,
M a d aga s c a r, G u a d a l u p e, Fra n c e,
Eastern Europe, etc., we have arrived at
the following agreements:

POINTS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN WIVL AND
FLT

The fo l l owing points of agre e m e n t
a re based on a discussion on the 23
points wh i ch serve as a basis for the
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real regroupment of revo l u t i o n a ries in
the fundamental task of
rebu i l d i n g / re founding the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn ational -or setting up a Fi f t h
I n t e rn ational as the CWG comrades of
N ew Zealand state- always basing our-
selves on the program and legacy of the
Fo u rth Intern ational in its fo u n d i n g
C o n gress in 1938. This will be solve d
by an international revolutionary move-
ment that achieves regrouping its forces,
and settles histori c a l ly this question by
defeating the treacherous leaderships 

We agree on the method of estab-
lishing the program on the acid tests
of stru ggle the wo rking class fa c e s
t o d ay as a means of delineating the
class line wh i ch must fo rm part of
the basis for regrouping;

On the point 1 (Socialism or
Barbarism): we agree that this is the
fundamental choice facing the work-
ing class today and that the crisis of
imperialism today offers no way out
for the working class. The only way
out for the wo rking class is to turn
the current defe n s ive into an offe n-
sive struggle for Socialism; this task
of the revolutionary overthrow of the
wo rld capitalist system is inex t ri c a-
bly linked with the political defeat of
the misleaders of the wo rking cl a s s
(the fa ke tro t s ky i s t s , the intellige n t
re fo rm i s t s , t rade union bu re a u c ra cy,
the Stalinist leaders, etc); 

On point 23 (the intern at i o n a l
centre): without an international cen-
t re all revo l u t i o n a ry groups are
bound to eve n t u a l ly lapse into
‘ n ational Tro t s kyism’; the bu i l d i n g
of an intern ational centre is an
immediate task as part of the neces-
sity to centra l i ze intern ational ex p e-
rience, create internationalist cadres,
create a centre to guide the building
a revo l u t i o n a ry bloc to among oth-
ers, call an international conference,
to wage a political and theore t i c a l
struggle against all shades of treach-
erous leaders, as part of the struggle
to build a new party of world social-
ist revolution. The construction of
sections of this party on national ter-
rain is part of this process. Wi t h o u t
an intern ational centre the fight fo r
an intern ationalist program can a
best tail the developments of the
u n folding stru ggles in the wo rld; as
Leon Tro t s ky stated in 1928 stru g-
gling against Stalinism, “the ep o ch

of national programs is over”

We agree that the period is tra n s i-
t o ry (ie the current crisis of imperi a l-
ism)- it is necessary to turn the cur-
rent defe n s ive stru ggles into offe n-
s ive stru ggles; alre a dy the masses in
G re e c e, Guadeloupe and Madaga s c a r
a re showing the way; wh at is cri t i c a l-
ly absent is a program for the revo l u-
tion and at the same time the neces-
s a ry Tro t s ky i s t / t ru ly revo l u t i o n a ry
C o m munist parties as part of a revo-
l u t i o n a ry intern ational. (the
Transitional Program is a guide to the
revolution in this period but its ap p l i-
c ation va ries on a national terra i n
d epending on concrete conditions- in
this sense the program is absent); in
eve ry country across the globe the
c e n t re of the program is based on the
wo rking class taking power and
e s t ablishing a pro l e t a rian dictat o r-
ship; a revo l u t i o n a ry intern at i o n a l
can only develop on the basis of a
mu l t i faceted stru ggle for the wo rk i n g
class to take power and must incl u d e
c o m b at against the re fo rm i s t , i n t e l l i-
gent re fo rmist and counter- revo l u-
t i o n a ry leaderships and curre n t s
within the wo rld wo rking cl a s s
m ovement; we are against so-called
“ re u n i fi c at i o n / u n i t y ” on a basis with-
out revo l u t i o n a ry pri n c i p l e s ;

We agree that wo rke rs , p o o r
peasants and soldiers´ armed coun-
cils are necessary to defe at the
re s t o rationist bu re a u c ra cy in Cuba
with a political revolution and so
turn the isle into a real beacon for the
world revolution. This is an interna-

tional task, e s p e c i a l ly due to the
i n t e rn ational counter- revo l u t i o n a ry
role the Castroite bu re a u c ra cy has
p l ayed since the fi rst days of the
Cuban revolution;

The class collaboration policy of
the Castroite and Stalinist bureaucra-
cy has been re t a ken today by the
Wo rld Social Fo rum as it is clear in
South Africa and Bolivia. The strug-
gle against the popular front in
B o l ivia as ex p ressed in the FLT
“ I n t e rn ational Wo rke rs ’ O rga n i ze r ”
(“El Organizador Obre ro
I n t e rnacional”-OOI nº 10) and the
fight against the popular front in
South A f rica on the part of the
WIVL comrades are fundamental
points of the current agreement. 

We agree wh o l e h e a rt e d ly that
p hysical violence, s l a n d e r, p e rs e c u-
tion as a means of resolving diffe r-
ences within the Marxist movement,
is alien to us; we stand for the revo-
l u t i o n a ry morality of our class; In
p a rticular we condemn the phy s i c a l
attack by members of the PSTU and
Qilombo Urbano on members of the
F LT in Brazil and members of the
committee for a null vote; W I V L
needs to investigate further the ques-
tion of the moral tri bune- W I V L
would not oppose it; the WIVL posi-
tion is that the matter needs to be
exposed in the working class so that
the politics that led to the phy s i c a l
attacks is understood;

On Gre e c e : we agree with the
position stated in the Greek thesis

LOI(CI) - Democracia Obrera in a protest for the freedom to the political prisioners
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reprinted in OOI Nº 12 Part I of FLT
and we affi rm that a pre - revo l u t i o n-
ary situation existed in Greece (lack-
ing a real internationalist centre); the
question was posed of building sovi-
ets of wo rke rs and soldiers , and of
d i recting the revolution towa rds an
all-European working class uprising-
the anarchists and Wo rke rs Powe r
and other similar groups turning the
s t ru ggle into a paro dy of soviet; the
situation in Madagascar proves more
a dvanced as the army was split and
came over to the side of the revo l u-
t i o n a ry wo rking class- the question
of taking power was more dire c t ly
posed; we are not soviet fe t i s h i s t s
and agree that there are only limited
c i rcumstances wh e re soviets can
a rise; when such circumstances do
a ri s e, h oweve r, it is possible for a
small Bolshevik party to win leader-
ship of the masses and lead the
working class to take power;

We agree to develop a common
response to Lutte Ouvri è re on the
question of Guadeloupe; based on
the agreement with the response giv-
en by FLT in its OOI Nº 12 Part I to
the controversy developed in relation
to the socialimperialist position of
the NPA - that today is in Pa l e s t i n e
p re a ching the imperialist policy of
“ t wo stat e s ” - , and against its “ l e f t ”
age n t s , the re n egades of Tro t s ky i s m
of PTS, MAS of Argentina and CRI
of France who composed the
CLAIRE Te n d e n cy within the
Fre n ch NPA –New A n t i c ap i t a l i s t
Pa rt y. A gain a pre - revo l u t i o n a ry sit-
u ation existed in Guadalupe, at a
p e riod 90% of the wo rke rs we re in
the streets and no call was made by
the local part of the LO or the LO
i t s e l f, for the defe at of the Fre n ch
imperialist troops, no call was made
for workers and soldiers soviets and
the uprising was contained into a
t rade union nego t i ation; the LO
position thus is an ex p ression of
social ch a u v i n i s m , ie defense of
their imperialist bourgeoisie;

We agree that the task in Eastern
E u rope is for wo rking class to take
p ower through a revolution; W I V L
feels that they need to more work to
seek a more precise fo rmu l ation on
the nat u re of these states prior to
capitalist restoration there; we stand
for a soviet eastern Europe, Balkans
and ex - U S S R , i n cluding Russia

( s oviets of wo rke rs and soldiers ) ;
and we stand fo r, in the same way,
for the wo rking class to take powe r
t h rough revolution in China, for the
Soviet Republic of China. In order to
a ch i eve that go a l , it is necessary to
put up again a true revo l u t i o n a ry
l e a d e rship of the pro l e t a ri at , wh i ch
includes a revolutionary internation-
al with sections in each of these
countries.

We agree that it is urgent to
release a joint statement on the case
of Mumia in the light of the US state
rejecting any possibility for a new
trial or release of Mumia;

We agree on our joint opposition
to the pacts in Columbia and
B o l ivia wh i ch legi t i m i ze and
s t rengthen a fascist counter- o ffe n-
s ive against the wo rking class in the
e n t i re Central and South A m e ri c a ;
we stand for a wo rke rs ’ united fro n t
to defe at the fascists; we are also
against the counterrevo l u t i o n a ry
pacts among the imperialist powe rs
and the A rab and Middle East bour-
geoisies; by ap p lying those pacts
t h ey want to make the Iraqi and
Palestinian masses and their hero i c
resistance surre n d e r. 

We share the view that the World
Social Fo ru m , W S F, is a counter-
revo l u t i o n a ry intern at i o n a l , b ro u g h t
to its feet by imperialism in ord e r
p ri m a ri ly to dive rt the masses away
f rom stru ggle against the real cause
of misery, namely the capitalist sys-
tem and the capitalist class itself, to
d ivide the masses of the wo rl d, a n d
in particular the working class in the
imperialist centres from the working
class in the colonies and neo-
colonies and to sidetra ck our stru g-
gle into reform of capitalism;

We agree that the Nort h
A m e rican wo rking cl a s s , as indeed
the wo rking class in all imperi a l i s t
c e n t re s , must rise up against their
own bourgeoisies and ove rt h row
them; the successful stru ggle of the
wo rking class in the colonies and
neo-colonies is interconnected with
and dependent on this process;

We agree on condemning the
re a c t i o n a ry stri ke of the Bri t i s h
wo rke rs (British jobs for Bri t i s h
wo rke rs) and the positions of the

Wo rke rs Powe r, CPBG and other
tendencies that support the stri ke in
any way; we are for a sliding scale of
h o u rs and wages (jobs for all); in
p a rticular we defend the stru ggle of
all immigrants employed at the
workplace against the exploitation of
the bosses; the essence of the inter-
n ational ch a racter of the socialist
revolution is reflected in the defense
of the immigrant workers and on the
other hand the chauvinist ch a ra c t e r
of the trade union bu re a u c ra cy and
‘ n ational socialist/’t ro t s ky i s t ’ i s
exposed;

We agree with the method of the FLT
in analyzing the history of the FI; we
agree that an important common task is
the further study of the history of the FI in
o rder to guide the process of its re fo u n d-
i n g / rebu i l d i n g. We rep u d i ate the arg u-
ment of the pabloists and other re n ega d e s
of Tro t s kyism who affi rm that because
‘ Tro t s ky is dead’ t h e re fo re the pro s p e c t
for ove rcoming the crisis of leadership at
the end of the Second Wo rld Wa r, d u ri n g
the whole post war and in our days is
i m p o s s i bl e. On the contra ry, t h e re have
been many opportunities and revo l u t i o n s
wh e re it was possible to put on its feet an
i n t e rn ational centre to give decisive lead-
e rship for the wo rking class to take pow-
e r, but Mandelites, M o re n o i t e s , Pabl o i t e s ,
L o ra i t e s , L a m b e rt i t e s , e t c, failed to do so.

The FLT agree with the import a n t
and revo l u t i o n a ry contri bution of the
c o m rades of the WIVL on the intern a-
tional program:

We stand by the lessons of the
1980’s and the defeat of the SA rev-
o l u t i o n , of the defe at of the semi-
dual powe r, t h rough a process of
s t ra n g u l ation of the revolution by
i n t e rn ational Stalinism, c u l m i n at i n g
in capitalist ‘reconciliation’.

We stand by the position of the
WIVL on the role of the Wo rl d
Social Fo ru m , the Intern at i o n a l
Socialists Zimbab we, in the defe at
of the uprising of the masses in
Zimbabwe in 2008 and in the period
before by supporting the creation of
the imperialist-backed MDC (a pop-
ular front of the trade unions,
churches and social movements);

We stand by the position of the
WIVL for completing the transition-
al program in the US on for example
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the question of housing, as an essen-
tial component, based on the unfold-
ing struggle in South Africa and the
need to combine for example the
questions of wages with that of
housing, and so on;

We stand by the WIVL on the
p rogra m m atic question of the land
in South Africa.

We agree that it is necessary to
f u l ly study and expose the counter-
revo l u t i o n a ry role of Castroites in
Africa in the last 40 years. The con-
t ri bution of WIVL comrades ab o u t
the role of castroism in A f rica is a
key issue since this allows us to
explain till the end the counterrevo-
l u t i o n a ry ch a racter of castro i s m -
stalinism at a worldwide level.

At the end of the Second Wo rl d
War, stalinism applying its class col-
laboration policy contained the revo-
lution in A f rica and prevented the
n ew nations emerging from solving
the problem of land and the national
i n d ep e n d e n c e, t h u s , these new
n ations we re shaped by US imperi-
alism leading them to fratricide wars
and preventing their development. 

In the ‘70s, castroism played this
counterrevolutionary role since after
smashing the revolution in Po rt u ga l
with its thugs breaking up the coun-
cils of tenants, workers and soldiers
it was able to strangle the stru gg l e
for the national liberation of the
Po rtuguese colonies like A n go l a ,
Guinea Bissau, M o z a m b i q u e
d e s t roying the possibility of a new
revo l u t i o n a ry Cuba in the A f ri c a n
c o n t i n e n t , so destroying the A f ri c a n
revolution which was part of the rev-
o l u t i o n a ry ge n e ral re h e a rsal of the
i n t e rn ational pro l e t a ri at during the
1968-74 period.

That was the role of the castroite-
stalinist traitors, those traitors of the
African revolution. 

For Trotskyism, these lessons are
key factors since there was one more
ch apter to be written on the history
of treasons of Stalinism at wo rl d-
wide level. And without these
lessons it is impossible to build and
set up A f rican Tro t s ky i s m , since a
bl o o dy river divides Tro t s ky i s m
f rom Stalinism and Castroism and
t h at river was also delineated in
African revolution. 

This lesson is a key issue since

now the task is clear so, the interna-
tional Trotskyist revolutionary party
of the A f rican wo rking class will
be an African continental party or it
will not ex i s t , since the victory of
the p ro l e t a rian revolution –that is,
the seizing of power by the proletari-
at- within each country and their
borders shaped by imperialism
is no more than an episode and a
link of a single A f rican revo l u t i o n
which will only be able to
succeed defi n i t e ly at intern at i o n a l
l evel with the victorious socialist
revolution in United States, the
E u ropean powe rs and Japan. Th at ’s
the only way, by socialist revolution
in Africa and at an international
level it will be possible to put an end
to the frat ricide confro n t at i o n s
among the masses within the
c o n t i n e n t , c o n f ro n t ations cre ated by
i m p e rialism and pushed by
Stalinism and Castrism. 

6. We support the W I V L’s revo-
l u t i o n a ry intervention in the elec-
tions and support the prep a ration in
the next period of ex t ra - p a rl i a m e n-
tary period and commit ourselves to
contribute to the next internationalist
newspaper of the WIVL

THE NEXT JOINT TASKS

1 ) Within 20 days we commit our-
s e l ves to develop a joint statement on
M u m i a , as part of an offe n s ive to fi g h t
from inside USA to free Black workers-
the heart of US wo rking class toge t h e r
with the wo rld and Latin immigra n t s -
f rom the influence of castro i s m , t h e
D e m o c rat Pa rty and their rep re s e n t a-
tives like Jesse Jackson, who lead them
at the feet of Obama, that new Mandela
in USA. 

2 ) Within 60 days we commit our-
s e l ves to develop the draft of a joint
position on the struggle of the working
class in Africa;

3 ) P rep a re the basis and fra m ewo rk
of a Joint partnership Committee. 

The establishment of such Jo i n t
Committee for the Intern at i o n a l
Leninist Tro t s kyist Fraction (as a prov i-
s o ry name) –amidst a wo rld economic
c risis and gre at stru ggles of the wo rk-
ing class and the exploited who begi n
to fight back the at t a ck by the cap i t a l-
i s t - , has the objective of starting a polit-

i c a l , t h e o re t i c a l , p rogra m m atic and
o rga n i z ational stru ggle against rev i-
sionism in the name of the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn ational (revisionism continuity of
the school of fa l s i fi c ations of the Social
d e m o c ra cy and Stalinism) and the ene-
mies and tra i t o rs of revolution in the
e n t i re wo rker movement and intern a-
tional revo l u t i o n a ry movement; to call
for an Intern ational Confe rence of
P rincipled Tro t s kyists and revo l u t i o n-
a ry wo rker orga n i z at i o n s , selecting in
this regrouping all the fo rces that pass
the acid tests of the intern ational cl a s s
s t ru gg l e s , and set up an intern at i o n a l
c e n t re of Tro t s kyism to decisive ly
i n t e rvene into the historical upheava l s
d u ring the next period of revolution and
c o u n t e rrevolution. 

For the running of this Jo i n t
Committee:

1 . Both the WIVL and the FLT
will have one vote each in this joint
c o m m i t t e e.

2 . WIVL will have 50% of the page s
of the OOI to write there all its posi-
tions and cri t i c i ze and discuss openly
F LT positions. The FLT will be able to
c ri t i c i ze and openly discuss W I V L
p o s i t i o n s .

3 . We will have an intern at i o n a l i s t
bulletin for jointly internal discussions,
so that militants of both orga n i z at i o n s
can convince and be convinced and
a s s u re a real Tro t s kyist democra cy
between both organizations. 

4 . From the ap p roval of this agre e-
ment by the two orga n i z at i o n s , all the
i n t e rnal correspondence of FLT imme-
diately will be sent to WIVL comrades
for their participation and discussion in
the entire internal life of FLT and to
m a ke sure a jointly offe n s ive over the
i n t e l l i gent re fo rmists and “ p o l i t i c a l
b o o by - t rap s ” at intern ational level. A l l
i n t e rnal correspondence of the W I V L
will immediat e ly be sent to the FLT as
part of this process.

5 . We are going towa rds a merge r
C o n gress in Ju ly to study the new
agreements that emerge from this docu-
ment on, evaluate in common the inter-
n ationalist combats we launch jointly
and study the conditions to advance to a
superior centralism of both internation-
alist forces. 

From the moment this current docu-
ment is ap p roved defi n i t e ly by W I V L
and FLT, s u ch Joint Committee for the
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I n t e rn ational Leninist Tro t s ky i s t
Fraction will be established. 

ABOUT THE DIFFERENCES THAT REMAIN:

The WIVL feels that the only way to
wo rk through the remaining disagre e-
m e n t s , after having re a ched pri n c i p l e d
agreement on the essence of the pro-
gra m , is through making a common
ex p e ri e n c e, t h rough merging with the
FLT and in the spirit of real revolution-
a ry intern at i o n a l i s m , to place the
advancing of the worldwide struggle for
Socialism at the centre of our effo rt s
and sacrifice.

We agree with the essence of the
p rogram of the FLT on Palestine; we
agree that the state of Israel is a fascist
s t ate and that the central task is the
d e s t ruction of this bastion of imperi a l-
ism in the Middle East; we agree with
the FLT position in that the task of
eve ry Jewish wo rker with class con-
sciousness is to break with Zionism,
break with Histadrut and get united into
Palestinian unions and the combat fo r
the destruction of the Zionist State of
I s rael. Both currents agree in that it is
necessary to put in place a one and only
revolutionary party in the region against
all the so-called “ I s raeli wo rker par t y ”

as promoted by stalinism of an Isra e l i
C P, or as favo red by Fre n ch NPA ,
A rgentinean PO and the rest of fa ke
t ro t s ky i s t , wh i ch have Isra e l i
p a rt i e s / groups. We consider that all
these policies mean re c ognizing and
ap p roving the imperialist policy of the
“two states”.

These principled agreements are
based on the lessons and program fo r
South Africa written by Leon Trotsky in
1935- “On South A f rican theses” t h at
WIVL comrades only knew the unau-
thentic ve rsion counterfeited by the
renegades of Trotskyism till we met- on
which WIVL and FLT have agreed.

Having stated this, WIVL gives evi-
dence that although it considers that the
p rogram is corre c t , it thinks that FLT
has an incorrect understanding of the
‘South A f rican Theses’. The W I V L
u n d e rstands the wo rds under the head-
ing ‘ t h rough the advanced wo rke rs ’ :
‘The proletariat of the country consists
of backward black pariahs and a privi -
l eged arrogant caste of whites. In this
lies the gre atest difficulty of the wh o l e
s i t u at i o n’ , to mean that the gre at e s t
p ro blem is that the wo rking class is
divided. This means that the problem of
the necessary task of uniting them poses
the gre atest obstacl e. Tro t s ky is cl e a r
that the basis of unity can only be with-
out a single concession to any of the

white priv i l eges or prejudices but on
support for the black workers and poor
peasants against the British imperialists
and local bourgeoisie. The point is that
this is a question to be posed n ow a n d
not at some distant future. The winning
of this wo rke rs unity, on this basis, i s
the cornerstone of any successful insur-
rection against the Israeli state. In South
A f rica the winning of the unity of sig-
n i ficant sections of the white wo rk i n g
class with the bl a ck wo rke rs , can be
said to be a pre-condition for a success-
ful insurrection in South A f rica. Th e
labelling by the FLT of all Jewish work-
e rs as an ‘ a ri s t o c ra cy ’ does not take n
into account diffe rences among these
wo rke rs (some being more ex p l o i t e d
than others) and limits the necessary
tactics that should be applied before and
during an insurrection. For example, the
Bolsheviks even developed cells within
the most priv i l eged laye rs of the army,
the Junkers, in October 1917, kept them
busy in meetings and managed to get a
significant number of the Junkers to be
inactive during the critical last few days
leading up to the insurre c t i o n .
R evo l u t i o n a ry wo rk is even needed
within the re a c t i o n a ry Histadrut to win
workers away from it and to support of
the struggle against the Israeli state. On
the other hand, revo l u t i o n a ry wo rk
among the poorer sections of the Jewish

Greece: youth fighting the PASOK-ND regime repression
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wo rke rs is like ly to, over time, to win
them to the revolution- difficult wo rk ,
but ab s o l u t e ly necessary. A l re a dy the
m a j o rity of Jewish wo rke rs wa n t
‘peace’- yes this is a pacifist notion, but
it shows that there is the desire to live
with the Palestinians. Of course the
bourgeoisie g ive this desire for ‘peace’
its own interpretation, namely of 2 sep-
arate ‘states’, but it for us as revolution-
a ries to wo rk out the correct tactics to
win workers unity and to neutralise oth-
er sectors that cannot be politically won
at this stage. Class conflict ex i s t s
b e t ween the Jewish wo rker and the
I s raeli bourgeoisie and imperi a l i s m -
even if on the surface there is the
ap p e a rance of equilibrium. We must in
every way encourage the Jewish worker
to also come to the conclusion that the
class conflict between them and the
bourgeoisie is irreconcilable. 

In Tro t s ky ’s History of the Russian
R evolution (volume 3- ch apter VI the
a rt of insurre c t i o n ) , he spells out that
the first task in ‘every insurrection is to
b ring the troops over to its side.’ H ow
is this to be done, except through a pro-
t racted period of wo rk by the part y
among Jewish wo rke rs to support the
Palestinian cause and of exposure of the
I s raeli state and the role of imperi a l-
ism? Those who are not won thro u g h
political wo rk will have to learn
t h rough the revo l u t i o n a ry fi re. Th e
WIVL feels the FLT crucially omits any
tactic to win the troops over to the revo-
lution, other than defeat in a revolution-
ary war. Defeat of the Israeli army in its
i nvasion of Lebanon is one thing, bu t
defeat of the Israeli state is quite anoth-
e r. In this same ch apter Tro t s ky spells
out the Marxist critique of Blanquism,
n a m e ly that its crucial error lay in not
understanding that obeying the rules of
i n s u rre c t i o n a ry tactics is not itself a
g u a rantee of victory. The pro l e t a ri at
needs a suitable organization, it needs a
plan, it needs a conspiracy and … ‘the
s oviets by themselves do not settle the
question. Th ey may serve diffe re n t
goals according to the program and
l e a d e rship. The soviets re c e ive their
p rogram from the part y. Wh e reas the
s oviets in revo l u t i o n a ry conditions-
and ap a rt from revolution they are
i m p o s s i ble- comprise the whole cl a s s
with the ex c eption of its altoge t h e r
backward, inert or demoralized strata,
the revo l u t i o n a ry party rep resents the
brain of the class. The problem of con -
quering power can be solved only by a
d e finite combination of party with

s oviets- or with other mass orga n i z a -
tions more or less equivalent to sov i -
ets.’ Thus, in the absence of a party, in a
revolution, power will go to those who
hold back the wo rking class (as in the
case of Madagascar recently).

The WIVL feels that the FLT too
u n c ri t i c a l ly uses the principles of
Blanquism and by the same bre at h e
also undere s t i m ates the crucial role of
the party before and during an insurrec-
tion.

On this and the matter of the history
of the establishment of the state of
Israel further discussion is needed.

FURTHER QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AS
PART OF THE PROCESS OF MERGER:

National Assembly
The WIVL understanding of Lenin’s

Thesis on the National and colonial
question is that even in backward coun-
t ri e s , wh e re the wo rking class is in the
minority, our task, while supporting the
n ational revo l u t i o n a ry move m e n t
against the imperi a l i s t , is still to pro-
mote the building of a ge nu i n e
C o m munist Pa rt y, and the wo rk i n g
class should still lead the stru ggle fo r
b o u rgeois democratic demands and
should be orga n i zed indep e n d e n t ly of
the bourgeoisie and petty-bourge o i s i e.
We raise this point because of the FLT
notion of the National Assembly for the
question of Palestine- it is not clear who
will convene this assembly and wh at
the role of the working class is therein.
If the idea is to call a Palestinian soviet,
then why not call for an all Pa l e s t i n e
S oviet dire c t ly. If the FLT feels that a
Constituent A s s e m bly may have to be
called to expose its impotence in the
eyes of the masses and to gain support
for the all-Palestine Sov i e t , then we
need to be precise in our description of
it. Either way we feel that this concept
of National Assembly needs to be made
precise. 

Underground and open work
While we understand the huge ques-

tion of the ‘disappeared’ we are for the
c o m b i n ation of open and undergro u n d
wo rk. When conditions allow, we
should fight for the maximum space to
o p e rate openly, as this fa c i l i t ates the
political wo rk among the masses. We

k n ow this question is not to be take n
l i g h t ly and we wish to engage more
over this when we meet. The wh o l e
d rive by imperi a l i s m - c apitalism to
implement ‘ t e rro ri s t ’ l egi s l ation is to
restrict the revolutionaries from dissem-
inating ideas freely.

On the right of nations to self-
determination

The WIVL understanding of the
right of nations to self-determination is
t h at it is based on pro l e t a rian intern a-
tionalism and that after October 1917
the unity of nations was achieved by the
d i ffe rent fo rm e rly oppressed nat i o n s
having the right to separate. They were
not forced to separate but had the right
to do so. In this way the national barri-
e rs we re bro ken down. Do we have a
common understanding on this?
Trotsky, in the South African Thesis did
not imply that there we re 2 diffe re n t
n ations in South A f rica but that the
working class had been split. There was
thus no question of any secession from
South A f rica. If, in the Sov i e t
Fe d e ration of Southern A f rica the
wo rking class in Zimbab we, for ex a m-
p l e, wants to secede, t h ey should have
the right to do so.

Reformists and counter-revolutionaries
The WIVL feels that the FLT is too

swe eping in its ch a ra c t e ri z ation of all
other trends ex c ept themselves as
c o u n t e r- revo l u t i o n a ries; we feel we
need precise elab o ration of the ch a ra c-
terization of the main trends as this will
have a bearing on who would be part of
a wo rke rs united fro n t , among other
things. An incorrect characterization of
t rends could have disastrous conse-
quences when fascism is on the march. 

A question on the Popular front in Bolivia
C o n s i d e ring that the document

above is an international document, we
request clarity on why the FLT labels it
as a popular front gove rnment in
B o l ivia- does the Morales gove rn m e n t
d epend on the support of the COB?
While Chavez could be labeled as a
B o n ap a rt e, could the same be said of
Morales? What we seek is a precise for-
mu l ation of the Morales regime- if it
amounts to a popular front, so be it. •
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Four months after the begi n n i n g
of 2009 the situation has
ch a n ged and ke eps ch a n gi n g

f rom the last months of 2008. In this
s h o rt time, n ew events of the wo rl d-
wide class stru ggle have deve l o p e d
and new bl ows of the crisis of the
imperialist world economy have mod-
i fied the objective conditions since
the ending of 2008.

Th e re fo re, we must take notice of
this new situat i o n , the ch a n ges that
come one after the other at a heart-
b reaking speed in a period of histori-
cal events. But fi rst we need to defi n e
cl e a rly the conditions under wh i ch
revo l u t i o n a ry Marxism acts to tra n s-
fo rm the re a l i t y. This reality has put
humankind on the brink of total ru i n
because of the crisis of the imperi a l-
ist system that also sets on the tabl e
the altern at ive defined by revo l u-
t i o n a ry Marxism: either barbari s m
with new wa rs and fascism or the
v i c t o ry of the pro l e t a rian revo l u-
tion. If the pro l e t a ri at does not ove r-
t h row this bourgeois imperialist sys-
t e m , it will surv ive with ge n o c i d e s
and wa rs sinking entire spheres of the
planet and throwing unseen cat a s t ro-
phes over the masses. The masses
will have to pay, with more slave ry,
the hundreds of billions of dollars
t h at the imperialist states are using to
bailout their bankrupt banks and
t ra n s n at i o n a l s .

The bankru p t cy of all fi n a n c e
i n s t i t u t i o n s , the rounds of the cri s i s
t h at , as the waves of a tsunami, a re
hitting the world economy; the facto-
ry cl o s u re s , recession and plunderi n g
that the world proletariat suffers every
d ay, need a new adjustment of the
p rogram and tasks of revo l u t i o n a ry
Marxists. We need to define the char-
acter of these changes in the epoch of
crisis, wars and revolutions, which are
increasing and become more intense.

In these pages of the
“ I n t e rn ational Wo rke rs Orga n i s e r ”
we will try to show how this “ b i g
b a n g ” of imperialist economy cri s i s
has been evolving in the last couple
of months –that seem to be ye a rs - .
We will try to show the contra d i c-
tions and misery caused by the cri s i s
and the manife s t ation of political cri-
sis and wa rs that emerge from these
conditions. 

For decades, b o u rgeois politicians
and ideologists have considere d
Marxism a dead corpse. In 1989, they
p ro claimed “the end of History ” .
Under the current objective condi-
t i o n s , all these parro t s ’ talks are now
in the dustbin of History.

This crisis means that the wo rl d
p ro d u c t ive fo rces have reb e l l e d
against the capitalist system and its
n ational bord e rs. In the counterrevo-
l u t i o n a ry wa rs like Ira q , A f g h a n i s t a n

or Palestine; in the fi rst pro l e t a ri a n
responses to the crisis emerging as
s p a rks of the mass countero ffe n s ive,
l i ke in Gre e c e, in the revo l u t i o n a ry
rebellion of the Fre n ch colonies, i n
the revolution in Madaga s c a r, m a s s
i rruption in Th a i l a n d, is wh e re the
ghost of Communism live s , as the
Communist Manifesto (which was the
program of the Communist League in
1848, in the first years of the modern
proletariat) reads.

The world bourgeoisie is scared by
the cri s i s , not because the mag n at e s
of the finance capital could be in mis-
e ry or starving –as is the case of the
m a j o rity of the wo rking class and
world oppressed masses-. It is known
t h at a bu n ch of Wall Street para s i t e s
has won 20 trillions dollars in div i-
dends and profits in the middle of the
c ri s i s , while their banks we re save d
with 800 billions dollars only in USA.
The bourgeoisie is scared of the crisis
mainly because they know that their
d e c i s ive clash against the wo rl d
working class becomes inevitable.

These parasites are aware that “the
emperor has no cloth” and the system
ke eps losing legi t i m a cy befo re the
eyes of millions of exploited masses.
Pa rt i c u l a rly, the General Staff of the
i m p e rialist countries are conscious
t h ey are fighting for the division of
the wo rld and their spheres of infl u-

ON THE WORLD SITUATION
New blows in the capitalist-imperialist bankruptcy; crisis and confusion of the

exploiters: operation “Cast Lead” against the world proletariat and the first
responses of the masses

FACING HISTORICAL EVENTS
From a reactionary conjunctural situation of crac, world crisis and a paralysis

imposed to the proletariat by their leadership, to a new world situation

Document of the Leninist Trotskyist Fraction, originally published in “El Organizador Obrero Internacional” # 12 - Part 2 - May 2009,
and approved by the Foundation Congress of the ILT F, in July, 2009.
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ence and for the bailout of each one’s
finance capital taking huge sums from
the state tre a s u res and the wo rke rs ’
pensions. Th ey know they are in a
race to see who can defe at fi rst their
own proletariat to go to higher adven-
t u res of plundering and exploiting in
the colonial and semi-colonial world.
Th ey contemplate the bankru p t cy of
their banks and tra n s n ationals and,
with class instinct, they are aware that
since there is no business for eve ry-
b o dy as befo re, t h e re is no room fo r
all the imperialist powers. They know
t h at many of them will be losers and
will be ruined because of the cri s i s ,
and the winner will concentrate the
most pro fi t able bra n ches of pro d u c-
tion and find a way out of this crisis.

Th at is why they are prep a ri n g
t h e m s e l ves to re - c o l o n i ze and re i n-
force the chains tying the colonial and
semi-colonial nations and, s p e c i a l ly,
the former deformed and degenerated
wo rker states wh e re capitalism wa s
re s t o red in 1989. Th at re s t o rat i o n
meant new markets and a real fre s h
blood transfusion into the veins of
this rotten world economy dominated
by imperialism.

Th at is why the bourgeoisie is
a l re a dy re c ruiting all the tre a ch e ro u s
l e a d e rships so they display their
t ri ck s , and ach i eve that the wo rk i n g

class and the masses accept social
pacts and submission to imperi a l i s t
and nat ive bourgeoisie- to fo rc e
them to pay for the crisis with mass
l ayo ff s , higher cost of living and
u n e m p l oy m e n t .

The ruling classes know that they
must use their agents–union bu re a u-
crats and all kind of reformist parties-
l i ke squeezed lemons to contain the
masses. While they launch their
agents to divert an defeat the masses,
t h ey “ d ress up as Obama”, and the
imperialist General Staffs is preparing
itself to hit the masses decisively, like
we saw in Boliv i a , I ra q , A f g h a n i s t a n
an recently in Gaza.

H oweve r, the ex p l o i t e rs under-
stand –and this is wh at scares them
the most- that during this period of
historical events in the class struggle,
with the system losing legitimacy, the
conditions are being cre ated for the
c risis of re fo rmism in the wo rke r
m ovement. Also in the wa rs , in the
masses’sufferings and in the catastro-
phes lie the conditions fo r
B o l s h evism to emerge, t h at is, t h e
revo l u t i o n a ry Marxism that terri fi e d
all the world exploiters with the victo-
ry of the Russian Revolution in
October 1917. 

The current crisis, which is hitting
on eve ry country in the wo rld and

making the economy retreat dozens of
ye a rs , has pushed the bourgeois sys-
tem up to the limits. Nevertheless, any
c risis is neither fatal nor the last by
i t s e l f, for the capitalist system. Th i s
rotten system will not fall by itself.
The current crisis, that keeps expand-
ing and developing intern at i o n a l ly,
tells the pro l e t a ri at imperi o u s ly :
“Seize the power!” It is the only solu-
tion to end with the present and future
catastrophes.

At the beginning of the 19th centu-
ry, there was hunger and the ignorant
wo rke rs destroyed machines that cut
their arms and legs without yet know-
ing that the real enemies were not the
machines but the owners of the means
of production who sucked their blood
and destroyed their mu s cles and
bones. Now the capitalists with their
system in ruin are the ones who are
destroying the machines, the world
trade and all the existing values. 

The pr ivate property of the means
of production thre atens the
humankind with barbarism and
d ege n e ration. If despite of the
favo u rable conditions of confusion
and crisis of the bourgeoisie, the pro-
letariat cannot establish a real interna-
tional revo l u t i o n a ry leaders h i p , t h i s
rotten system will survive. The life of
society will continue on a cap i t a l i s t
basis with hunger, misery, destruction
of productive forces, wars and maybe
a complete collapse of the human civ-
i l i z ation. Because if the pro l e t a ri at
does not stop it, we will see, within a
medium term peri o d, n ew wa rs
among the diffe rent imperialist pow-
ers to define which ones will become
w i n n e rs or losers of this wo rl d
bankruptcy of the finance capital. 

This dreadful regime must be
d e fe ated by pro l e t a rian revo l u t i o n .
The so-called wo rker parties have
p rep a red neither t h e m s e l ves nor
the pro l e t a ri at for the seizure of
p owe r. Wh at is more, t h ey are the
d e cl a red enemies of the pro l e t a ri a n
revolution and its victory.

In the name of Bolshevism and the
Fourth International, the renegades of
Tro t s kyism have become open
reformists who support the bourgeois
regimes and the counterrevo l u t i o n a ry

Wall Street stock market fell in October 2008.
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pacts. After almost one century of the
b a n k ru p t cy of the 2nd Intern at i o n a l
and of Stalinism, t o d ay re n egades of
Tro t s kyism are in ch a rge of support-
ing and legitimizing -in the name of
revolutionary Marxism- the bourgeois
regimes in crisis and all the lab o u r
a ri s t o c ra cy and bu re a u c ra c i e s , w i t h
whom they share the Wo rld Social
Forum.

These reformists –who are used to
peaceful and class conciliat i o n i s t
epochs, and to coexist with the bour-
geois regime- are scared when revolu-
t i o n a ries claim that the pro l e t a ri at
must be prepared for war, fascism and
the seizing of powe r. Th ey accuse us
of being “ultra-left” and “sectarian”.

But revo l u t i o n a ries know that
sooner than later the objective condi-
tions will undermine the floor wh e re
t h ey stand. As we will prove to the
a dvanced wo rke rs , the bankru p t cy of
reformism will follow the bankruptcy
of the capitalist system.

The world crac keeps hitting as the
waves of a “tsunami” and drags entire
n ations of the planet cre ating confu-
sion in the ruling cl a s s e s , i m p o s i n g
c at a s t rophes and suffe rings for the
masses and breaking the “ s o c i a l
peace” between the classes.

The Fo u n d ational program of the
Fo u rth Intern ational in 1938 cl a i m s
that the human crisis bpil down to the
crisis of revolutionary leadership; i.e.
eve rything depends upon how the
va n g u a rd of the pro l e t a ri at manage s
to regroup their forces and makes the
working class meet its hitorical tasks,
rep lying to its exe c u t i o n e rs ’ at t a ck
and solving the crisis on its favour. 

A GENERALIZED “BIG BANG” OF THE WORLD
ECONOMY STARTED IN 2009  

So fa r, we have made a summary
of the historical contradictions of the
i m p e rialist dying system that will be
solved in the world arena of the class
s t ru gg l e, not in the economic are n a .
N ow we must see how these contra-
dictions are ex p ressed in the curre n t
moment so we can adjust the program
for the internationalist revolutionaries
and define their tasks.

Thus, it is necessary to state clear-
ly that at the end of 2008 the bour-

geoisie still thought that it was cap a-
ble of containing the crisis. Th at is
why they launched the “cast lead”
o p e ration against the Palestine wo rk-
ing class and people with the at t a ck s
of the Zionist-fascist state of Isra e l
against Gaza, wh i ch was the spear-
head of an offensive against the world
working class.

But imperialism re c e ived an
a n swe r, not just from the Pa l e s t i n e
resistance, but also from the exploited
masses, from Magreb to Pakistan, that
t h re atened to set on fi re the Midd l e
East an the A rabic wo rl d. Wo rke rs
and exploited masses marched around
Pa ri s , London and seve ral cities in
USA in support of Palestine. The pro-
l e t a ri at of the imperialist countri e s
t h re atened to arise again in an anti-
imperialist struggle. At the same time,
the Greek masses made the ghost of
the socialist revolution fly all over the
old imperialist Europe. 

We are witnessing the fi rst bat t l e s
of the imperialist and bourge o i s
o ffe n s ive and the fi rst battles of the
Wo rld pro l e t a ri at countero ffe n s ive
led by the wo rking class and the
exploited masses in spite of and
against the tre a ch e rous leaders h i p s
t h at , since 2007, had kept them tied
and motionless.

E x p l o i t e rs hit with their “ C a s t
Lead Opera t i o n ” and the ex p l o i t e d
masses hit with their fi rst revo l u t i o n-
a ry answe rs. But none of the two
classes was able to turn into their
favour the forces relationship between
the classes. Th ey we re not able to
m a ke the other class pay for the cri-
sis’costs either.

Th at is why the blind laws of the
crack acted again: at the beginning of
2 0 0 9 , a new bl ow of the cri s i s
o c c u rre d, with the bankru p t cy of
Citibank and AIG in USA, and Japan
and Europe in crisis. In Euro p e, a l l
the fo rmer wo rke rs states in the
Balkans and East Europe are suffering
a generalized default of almost 2 tril-
lions dollars.

B o u rgeois annalists have called
“the third wave” to this new hit of the
c ra ck. This new “ wave ” is defi n e d
by the crisis that is now an open
re c e s s i o n ex p ressed as a brutal cri s i s
of ove rp ro d u c t i o n : t h e re are a lot of

p roducts and goods in the stores and
t h e re is no one to buy them. Th i s
pushes to deflation –i.e. the fall of the
go o d s ’ p rices- in the imper i a l i s t
c o u n t ri e s. And in the s e m i - c o l o n i a l
wo rl d recession is combined with
i n fl at i o n , setting a s t ag fl at i o n o u t-
l o o k , because of the submission and
p l u n d e ring by the hands of imperi a l-
ism; the crisis in their trade balance;
the fall of the commodities prices like
minerals and hydrocarbons that those
n ations ex p o rt; mass capital fl i g h t
l e aving the national currencies with-
out back u p , pushing deva l u ation and
the printing of paper money without
any backup.

Secondly, the “third wave” we are
l iving in also ex p resses now the
direct bankruptcy of transnationals
trapped in the international finance
c apital cri s i s. The consequences are
mass layo ffs all over the wo rl d – i n
USA only in Feb ru a ry 2009 there
we re 610.000 sackings!; in countri e s
l i ke Ukraine or Brazil there we re 2
million of wo rke rs fi re d, etc- wh o
s t a rt being part of the wo rld r e s e rve
army of labour.

Thirdly, it is the bankruptcy and
d e fault of the semi colonial coun-
t ri e s , and fi rst of all of the fo rm e r
wo rke rs states in Eastern Euro p e
and the fo rmer USSR. All of them
owe 2 trillion dollars as external debt.
After 20 years of capitalist restoration
and the cynic promises of “full go n-
d o l a s ” , the masses have been led to
u n p recedented levels of misery and
sufferings. 

Fo u rt h ly, the new “ wave ” i s
marked by imperialist states bailing
out their own finance capital and
t ra n s n at i o n a l s. Th at is to say, t h e
h u ge lost of the finance capital go
directly to states, by nationalization of
banks and companies, by assimilating
“ t oxic assets” wh i ch are 80% of the
fake values accumulated by the impe-
rialist banks.

Fi n a l ly yet import a n t ly, t h e re is
a dollar reva l u ation according to euro
and yen. Why does the dollar ke ep
rising if the cri s i s ’ o ri gin is in USA?
Because even in its bankru p t cy, U S A
still is a capital vacuum cl e a n e r : 7 0 %
of wo rld capitals still go to USA,
because the bu n ch of parasites of the
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finance capital ke ep seeing it as a
s a fe place for investments. 

We are in a moment wh e re USA
–as dominant powe r- is fo rc i n g
wo rld exploited masses and competi-
t o rs –Europe and Japan- to pay the
c risis of its finance capital. USA can
ap p ly this plan because it has the
highest wo rk pro d u c t ivity as domi-
nant powe r, most of the spheres of
i n fluence and highest tech n o l ogy and
m a i n ly because US bourgeoisie is
the one who has more advanced in
the defe at of their own pro l e t a ri at
a n d, t h u s , has their hands free to go
for further and superior disputes and
colonial adve n t u re s .

Th u s , USA enfo rces its role as
dominant power during the cri s i s
much more than the expansion cycle,
throwing the weight of his crisis to his
i m p e rialist rivals. This explains why
Germany, France, England and Japan
join contextually under US command,
as we saw in G-20 and NATO meet-
ings or the A m e ricas Summit: t h i s
means USA as dominant power tells
the rest of his competitors “you all put
money to pay my crisis and I save you
f rom the thre at of revolution for the
time being”. 

FACING HISTORICAL CHANGES OPENING A
NEW PERIOD OF THE WORLD CLASS STRUGGLE

The year 2009 began with a ra d i-
cal ch a n ge in the middle of conv u l-
s ive events. Nothing will be like the
old way. We are facing ch a n ges of
h i s t o rical ch a racter that have opened
a new period of the wo rld cl a s s
s t ru gg l e. 

We are starting one of those
epochs of “great historical clashes” as
Tro t s ky defined in his wo rk “ C l a s s ,
p a rty and leaders h i p ” , one of those
convulsive historical epochs like the
war and revolution. Under those cir-
c u m s t a n c e s , the revo l u t i o n a ries can
break out with the isolation and meet
the path towards the masses. For that
re a s o n , the beginning of 2009 ended
up throwing away all the re fo rm i s t
claims that -as parrots of the bour-
geoisie in 2007 and 2008- the wo rl d
c risis does not ex i s t , rather it wa s
about “ n e c e s s a ry corre c t i o n s ” of the
s t o ck - m a rke t , or only a “bank cri s i s ”

or a “ fi n a n c e ” c risis wh i ch was not
going to arrive to the “real economy”.

The most important ch a n ge of
the wo rld situation in the last
four months cl e a rly wa s the speed
race settled between the bl ows of
the crac and the ex p l o i t e rs ’ o ffe n-
s ive, and the masses re s p o n s e s .
The masses in spite of and
against its leadership have start-
ed to hit adopting a countero ffe n-
s ive position. 

The mass impasse imposed by the
t re a ch e rous leaderships since 2007 is
starting to break. Meanwhile, the cap-
italist para s i t e s , with harder hits, a re
t rying to throw over the wo rld mass-
e s ’ s h o u l d e rs the costs of the cri s i s .
The pro l e t a ri at and the masses, t h i s
time, are starting to respond every hit.
For example, the Palestinian and Iraqi
re s i s t a n c e, the mass mobilisations of
the Maghreb and Middle East exploit-
ed masses, the revolutionary fights of
the Greek masses, of the Guadalupe
and Martinique exploited people, o f
M a d aga s c a r, the wave of the seizure
of factories led by the French working
class, etc.

What pushed and pushes the work-
ing class and the exploited masses of
the wo rld to get into combat is the
capital whip, the brutal attack that the
ex p l o i t e rs have launched against the
wo rld masses in order to make them
pay the crisis. This is the driving force
to start the combat when it is also
clear the confusion of the ex p l o i t e rs

who do not know wh at to do befo re
the deeper hardships of the crisis that
t h re atens to open a wo rld dep re s-
s i o n. It is clear that the bourge o i s i e
runs behind the cri s i s , it is ve ry tire d
and can’t distinguish the crisis devel-
opment, pace nor knowing how deep
it can go or the real fi g u res of the
lost values of the finance capital as
every bank and monopoly hide it as
mu ch as they can . It is no longe r
possible keep hiding that all the banks
of the finance super capital that
belong to the imperialist powe rs are
b ro ken along side the companies and
the states. The imperialist powe rs
d eb ate on an open nat i o n a l i z ation of
the banks to solve the cat a s t rophe of
the finance capital or the state assimi-
lation of the so-called “toxic bonds”. 

Of cours e, this does not preve n t
the bourgeoisie from at t a cking the
exploited masses and making them
p ay the crisis. It does not stop the
attack; on contraire, whenever there is
a new bl ow of the cra c, the bour-
geoisie deepens the counterrevo l u-
t i o n a ry offe n s ive. It is a tru ly
“ O p e ration Cast lead” against the
wo rld pro l e t a ri at : m a s s ive layo ff s
announced eve ry day by Toyo t a ,
Vo l k swage n , R e n a u l t , S o ny and
d o zens of other monopolies of the
imperialist powers, persecution and a
m a s s ive expulsion against the immi-
grant wo rke rs , high cost of living in
the semi-colonial and colonial coun-
tries condemning them to hunger, etc.

Romania: workers of Dacia-Renault on strike, March 2008.
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The crisis claims that the prov i-
sional stat u s : t ransitional cap i t a l
s t ates of the fo rmer wo rker stat e s
wh e re capitalism has been re s t o re d
will get to an end eve n t u a l ly. If the
proletariat does not prevent it by lead-
ing new October Revolutions to
restore the proletariat dictatorship, the
wo rking class and the exploited peo-
ple of those stat e s , and specially
Russia and China, should look them-
s e l ves in the mirror of their cl a s s
b ro t h e rs and sisters of the colonial
and semi colonial countries. Th ey
should look into the tragedy mirror of
the mart y ri zed A f ri c a , submitted to
f rat ricides wa rs , genocides and mas-
s a c res by the imperialist powe rs to
fight for their cut of the wealth plun-
d e ring –today in part i c u l a r, the light
and high conductivity minerals as
coltan- of the bl a ck continent. Th ey
should look into the mirror of the
semi colonial and colonial nations in
Latin America and Asia devastated by
the imperialist plundering of gas, oil,
minerals, farm commodities, fish, for-
est recourses, water, etc, strangled by
their ex t e rnal debt wh i ch has alre a dy
been paid several times yet it does not
stop incre a s i n g, and tied to imperi a l-
ism by double chains. 

Th u s , as we can see once aga i n ,
the sewer waste of the capitalist sys-
tem comes to surfa c e. The empero r
has no cloth: we are facing the impe-
rialist powers generalized bankruptcy

along side its finance capital and
s t ates that have alre a dy devo u red the
b e n e fits not produced yet by the
labour force, and they are shifting the
costs of such a bankru p t cy over the
worldwide exploited masses. The suc-
c e s s ive tsunami waves have alre a dy
caused the bu rsting of the economic,
p o l i t i c a l , m i l i t a ry equilibrium of the
wo rl d. Th ey have alre a dy bro u g h t
recession and they prep a re the pat h
towards a worldwide depression.

ON A NEW WORLD SITUATION, THE CRAC
DESTROYS GREAT PRODUCTIVE FORCES WHILE
THE RULING CLASS IS CONFUSED AND
FRIGHTENED OF THE PROLETARIAT

The bourgeoisie will make pro l e-
t a rians pay for the bailouts of its
monopolies with unemploy m e n t , l o s t
of gains, and in the future, a currency
ove rp rinting that will cause a gre at
inflation, although today in the impe-
rialist countries, a process of deflation
and of sinking prices is developing to
l i q u i d ate the over accumu l ated stock
by tra n s n ational companies. In the
c apitalist “ p a ra d i s e s ” , l i ke Jap a n ,
USA, Germany, life conditions of the
wo rking class and exploited masses
are similar to those in India. In USA -
the dominant powe r, wh i ch dominat e
the most advanced modern science
and tech n o l ogy and has the highest
wo rk pro d u c t ivity and wh e re billions

of the wo rld finance capital continu e
fl owing to- more than 40 millions of
people eat with 3 dollars per day with
the food coupons. Even some workers
with two jobs are unable to feed their
families. Meanwhile more than 5 mil-
lions wo rke rs depend on the unem-
ployment insurance. 

The bourgeoisie is ve ry con-
scious that an ep o ch of histori c a l
c o nvulsions has started wh e re the
“social peace” b e t ween the cl a s s e s
is broken. It knows that in order to
s ave itself it will have to smash the
p ro l e t a ri at; otherwise, the pro l e-
tariat will smash the bourgeoisie. 

U n d o u b t e d ly, the Greek wo rk i n g
class and youth upheaval thre at e n e d
the imperialists. They are afraid of the
wo rking class revo l u t i o n , not only in
the semi colonial countries but also
inside the imperialist powers.

The bourgeoisie fe a rs that , as in
the ‘70s with Vietnam and Po rt u ga l ,
the national wars and the struggles of
the colonies can end up opening a
revolution inside the imperi a l i s t
metropolis. This scene was prevented,
for the time being, in USA by expro-
p ri ating the stru ggle against the wa r
of the US wo rking class resulting of
the heroic Iraqi resistance masses. As
we said that befo re, this panora m a
t h re atens Fra n c e : the revo l u t i o n a ry
p rocess that shakes its colonies in
Antilles can end up opening a revolu-
tion in the France itself. 

The General Staffs of the imperi-
alist powe rs , even in the middle of
their own confusion and panic,
o b s e rve the current conditions with a
s h a rpen and clear strat egy a million
times superior to the miserabl e
G e n e ral Staffs of the wo rking cl a s s
who are at t a ched to the skirts of the
b o u rgeois regime in cri s i s .

The bourgeoisie is awa re of the
danger by the inevitable class clashes.
For that re a s o n , the CIA ch i e f
designed by Obama said cristal cl e a r
t h at : “the intern ational finance cri s i s
is currently the threat number 1 to the
national security of USA (…) this new
t h re at with its geopolitical implica -
tions is today more dange rous than
the intern ational terro rism (…) the
fall of the growth rate and the
i n c rease in unemployment in the

Gaza destroyed after the genocide offensive of the Zionist Israel state, at the end of 2008
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whole wo rld can lead to political
i n s t ability and social upheavals due
to the unemployment and pove rt y,
p a rt i c u l a rly against USA.” C l a r í n ,
Argentina newspaper, 22/02/09).

The bourgeoisie, who sharpens all
its class instincts when its pro p e rt y
and domination are at stake, shows its
assessment of the real situation with
m o re counterrevo l u t i o n a ry acuteness
than the re fo rmist General Staff s .
Reformists still believe that the bour-
geoisie will be able to find the philo-
sophical stone to give a peaceful solu-
tion to the current situation.

On the other hand, the bourgeoisie
is not very hopeful. It knows that the
c o n f ro n t ation with the pro l e t a rians is
i n ev i t abl e. Th u s , fo l l ow i n g
K i s s i n ge r ’s adv i c e, the ex p l o i t e rs ,
with Obama and the rep u bl i c a n -
d e m o c rat imperialist regime –the
“ R ep u bl i c rats”- have started to
s t rengthen the institutions of the
i m p e rialist regime of dominance in
crisis. Just some examples of this are
the current meeting of G-20, t h e
NATO summit, the A m e ricas summit
(done a couple of days befo re in
Trinidad and To b ago) the G-8 meet-
ing wh i ch will be convened in the
next months.

The imperialist bourgeoisie knows
the open conditions due to the
bankrupt world economy leads it to a
d e c i s ive c l a s h , to a civil war aga i n s t
the working class that together with a
gre ater pillage of the colonial and
semi colonial countries will pay fo r
the millionaire bailout of the imperi-
alist states.

M e a n while the bourgeoisie uses
the social pacts of the labour aristoc-
racy and bureaucracy to force workers
to accept the imperialist bankru p t cy
and to pay for the crisis. The bour-
geoisie knows this is provisory. Thus,
it will use Bonapartism, new colonial
wa rs and even fascism. The bour-
geoisie is frightened of this since it
means to face the pro l e t a rian revo l u-
tionary threat. As Trotsky said clearly
the bourgeoisie uses fascism only as a
last re s o u rc e, because even “Th e
bourgeoisie is incapable of maintain -
ing itself in power by the means and
methods of the parl i a m e n t a ry stat e
c re ated by itself” a n d “it needs fa s -

cism as a we apon of self-defe n s e, at
least in critical instances ( … )t h e
sober bourgeoisie does not look ve ry
favorably even upon the fascist mode
of resolving its tasks, for the concus -
sions, although they are brought forth
in the interests of bourgeois society,
are linked up with dangers to it. ”

h t t p : / / w w w. m a r x i s t s . o rg / a rch ive / t r
o t s ky / wo rk s / 1 9 4 4 / 1 9 4 4 - fa s . h t m
(Fa s c i s m : wh at it is and how to fight it)

THE WORLD WORKING CLASS STARTS
FIGHTING BACK THE CRAC AND THE
CAPITALIST ATTACKS SHOWING THE TRENDS
TOWARDS A MASS COUNTEROFFENSIVE.
THE “SOCIAL PEACE” HAS BEEN BROKEN

The bourge o i s i e ’s fear of the
exploited masses’ u p h e aval and revo-
lution is perfectly justified.

From the beginning of the cri s i s
in 2007 until the end of 2008, t h e
m a s s e s ’ impasse prevailed due to its
l e a d e rship. Now the pro l e t a ri at and
the exploited masses have started to
re s p o n d. As we have said befo re, i n
the speed race between the crac and
b o u rge o i s i e ’s at t a cks on one hand,
and the wo rke rs ’ responses on the
other hand, the masses have start e d
to hit back , e s t ablishing focuses of
resistance and revo l u t i o n a ry combat s
in diffe rent places of the planet. 

If the bourgeoisie wants to save
itself from the crisis, it will only need
to strengthen its at t a cks against the
working class and the exploited mass-
es. Thus, the bourgeoisie knows that it
means to confront the proletarian rev-
olution as a response. On this issue it
has focused its fear.

Under the crisis conditions, t h e
fe at u res of this imperialist ep o ch of
c ri s i s , war and revolution get deep e r
and deeper. Trotsky defined this clear-
ly 80 ye a rs ago when he affi rm e d :
“The revo l u t i o n a ry ch a racter of the
epoch does not lie in that it permits of
the accomplishment of the revolution,
t h at is, the seizure of power at eve ry
given moment. Its revolutionary char -
acter consists in pro found and sharp
fl u c t u ations and ab rupt and fre q u e n t
transitions from an immediately revo -
l u t i o n a ry situation; in other wo rd s ,
s u ch as enables the communist part y

to strive for power, to a victory of the
Fascist or semi-Fascist counter- revo -
lution, and from the latter to a provi -
sional regime of the golden mean (the
“Left bloc,” the inclusion of the social
democracy into the coalition, the pas -
s age of power to the party of
M a c D o n a l d, and so fo rt h ) , i m m e d i -
at e ly thereafter to fo rce the antago -
nisms to a head again and acutely
raise the question of powe r.” ( L e o n
Tro t s ky – “ The Th i rd Intern at i o n a l
after Lenin” 1 9 2 8 , quoted fro m
http://www.marxists.org/archive/trot-
sky/1928/3rd/ti04.htm#p2-02)

In diffe rent places of the wo rl d
since December 2008, we have seen
those drastic ch a n ges as rega rds the
wo rld situation and the wo rk i n g
class sudd e n ly facing the question of
p owe r. 

Th u s , as written in diffe rent art i-
cles, letters and polemics in the IWO
nº 12 Part I, the counterrevolutionary
polo has been focused on the besieged
Pa l e s t i n e, the counterrevo l u t i o n a ry
pacts through wh i ch the Iraqi re s i s-
tance has been besiege d, the same
pacts agreed to strangle Bolivian rev-
olution and make Colombian mass
resistance surrender, the pacifist wave
through which the US proletariat was
s u b o rd i n ated to Obama and the US
i m p e rialist regi m e, the action of the
l abor ari s t o c ra cy and bu re a u c ra c i e s
who subjugate the Latin A m e ri c a n
wo rking class to the “ B o l iva ri a n ”
b o u rge o i s i e s , the re s t o ration of cap i-
talism in Cuba and the US imperialist
fo rces together with its allies of
NATO to smash the Afghani re s i s-
t a n c e. From December 2008 on, i n
Greece the focus of the revolution has
been established striking in the
European imperialist heart. 

This has thre atened the wo rl d
b o u rge o i s i e. As the spark in A t h e n s
has set on fire the French colonies of
the A n t i l l e s , has provo ked a revo l u-
tionary upheaval of the working class
and the exploited masses in
Guadeloupe and Martinique, a gener-
al strike in Reunion Island in the Indic
Ocean; and in Cors i c a , an upheava l
by the wo rke rs and exploited yo u t h
has began behind the cry for a “ Fre e
C o rsica”. The spark has also bu rn t
M a d aga s c a r, a fo rmer Fre n ch colony,
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wh e re the pro l e t a ri at and the poor
peasants have won the soldiers and
started a great revolution, setting up a
dual power regi m e. The spark has
bu rnt Th a i l a n d, wh e re the wo rk i n g
class and the exploited masses are
fighting through the bourgeoisie gap s
at the top a great mass political strug-
gle wh i ch can open the revolution in
this country in the Southeast of Asia. 

The spark has begun to bu rn the
i m p e rialist Fre n ch metropolis wh e re
the working class organized two gen-
eral strikes in January and March and
is occupying fa c t o ries and taking the
bosses hostage against the layoffs, the
fa c t o ry cl o s u res and the wage cuts.
This process has begun to overwhelm
the union bureaucracy of CGT, CFDT
and FO. Wh e re the bu re a u c ra cy and
its delegates in each fa c t o ry –and in
m a ny cases these delegates are mili-
tants of NPA , LO and Lambert i s m -
have tried to sell out the struggle and
fa c t o ry occupation to the parl i a m e n t
n ego t i ating behind the back of the
wo rke rs , the latter start to revo l t
against them. It happened so in
C at e rpillar of Gre n o bl e, wh e re 250
dismissed wo rke rs bu rst onto the
a s s e m bly wh e re the bu re a u c ra cy and
the delegates we re trying to sell out
the stru gg l e, shouting “ N ow we, t h e
workers, are the ones who decide and
not the union delegates” and chanted:
“ We ap o n s ! , we are wage - e a rn i n g
workers, we are furious, we are going
to win!”. And it also happened in
Continental of Clairo i x : the Supre m e
Court voted in favor of the bosses who
wanted to close the fa c t o ry, so wo rk-
e rs bu rnt the town council bu i l d i n g
and the security offices of the factory
and then they marched all together to
H a n n ove r, in Germ a ny, to make a
common gat h e ring with the
Continental workers of that city. 

The wo rld bourgeoisie also fe a rs
for the Eastern European situat i o n ,
and sees countries close to defa u l t ,
m a s s e s ’ u p h e avals like in Lat v i a ,
s t ri kes like that by Dacia-Renault
wo rke rs in Rumania in 2008, t h e
G e o rgian masses uprising aga i n , l i ke
in 2007, against the pro-US and mur-
d e rous gove rnment of Saakashvili,
because of the unbearable living con-
ditions, etc. 

The masses of the ex wo rke rs
s t ates have re - t a ken the combat s
showing the historical character of the
ch a n ges that we are liv i n g : b a re ly 20
ye a rs ago , in 1989, the bourge o i s i e
t h roughout the wo rld saw Eastern
E u rope wh e re the capitalist re s t o ra-
tion was imposed, ch e e ring with
ch a m p ag n e, and prophesied the “ e n d
of history ” and the “ d e fi n i t ive fa i l u re
of socialism” and chanted eternal glo-
ry to its rotten system, talking about a
long and prosperous existence. 

To d ay, 20 ye a rs later -bare ly a few
seconds in the cl o ck of History- the
b o u rgeoisie cries out for fe a r, fo re s e e-
ing the possibility of the pro l e t a ri a n
revolution and the re s t o ration of the
p ro l e t a rian dictat o rship by a revo l u t i o n
in the same countries wh e re they had
re s t o red capitalism two decades ago. 

It is clear that facing the
“ O p e ration Cast Lead” of the
ex p l o i t e rs against the ex p l o i t e d
masses at worldwide level; the pro-
letariat has started responding blow
by bl ow and adopting a countero f-
fe n s ive p o s i t i o n. Th e re is no lack of
revo l u t i o n a ry combats; or of a pro l e-
t a rian disposition to fight and make
those parasites of the intern at i o n a l
finance capital pay for their own cri-
sis. The only thing that prevents the
real mass countero ffe n s ive of the
wo rld wo rking cl a s s , a ge n e ra l i ze d
revo l u t i o n a ry uprising such as that in
1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 4 , is the traitor ch a racter of
the leadership of the labor aristocracy
and bu re a u c ra c i e s , their trade unions
and all the re fo rm i s t / c o u n t e rrevo l u-
t i o n a ry parties that the wo rking cl a s s
has at its head. 

THE CRISIS OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP
OF THE PROLETARIAT GETS DEEPER WHEN THE
OBJECTIVE REVOLUTIONARY CONDITIONS
PUSH THE MASSES TO THE COMBAT PREPARING
THE FERMENT FOR THE RE-EMERGING OF
BOLSHEVISM

Facing panic and disarray, t h e
world bourgeoisie has decided, for the
time being, to put their trust into
actions carried out by the labor ari s-
t o c ra cy and bu re a u c ra cy of any kind
with their parties and trade unions. All
their fo rces have been re c ruited to

guarantee the submission of the mass-
es with counterrevo l u t i o n a ry pacts of
surrender, social pacts and the terrible
p o l i cy of class collab o ration and try-
ing to stop the generalized counterof-
fensive of the exploited masses to pre-
vent them find a path towards revolu-
tion and make them pay for the cost of
the crisis.

Facing the crisis and the discre d i t
of the social-democra cy and
S t a l i n i s m , t o d ay more than eve r, t h e
b o u rgeoisie needs the re n egades of
Tro t s kyism. So, in Europe and in the
h e a rt of the imperialist powe rs , t h o s e
re n egades can play the same role of
exe c u t i o n e rs of revolutions they have
p l ayed in Latin A m e rica during the
fi rst ye a rs of the 21s t c e n t u ry. Th u s ,
they have re-shaped the WSF in their
last meeting in Belen de Pará (Brazil)
last January and placed PSTU, PSOL
and other re n egades of Ve n e z u e l a ,
B o l iv i a , and A rgentina in Europe to
lead those New Anti-capitalist Parties
( N PA). These NPAs are as social
i m p e rialist and social chauvinist as
the social democra cy and Stalinism
that they are going to replace. 

S o , as rega rds the second speed
race established in the world arena of
class stru ggle between the masses’
responses and the crisis of their revo-
l u t i o n a ry leaders h i p , - t h at is to say,
the ove rabundance of tre a ch e ro u s
l e a d e rs h i p s - , the latter continues ge t-
ting deeper while the masses suffe r-
ings ke ep increasing under the wh i p
of the crac.

Imperialist bourgeoisie has already
l ived in ep o chs of pro l e t a rian revo l u-
t i o n a ry upheavals throughout the
wo rl d. After the Fi rst Wo rld Wa r, t h e
m a s s e s ’ u p risings resulting from the
war led to the success of the October
revolution in Russia and the masses
also questioned the power in Euro p e
and other imperialist countries. In the
‘ 3 0 s , gre at combats of the wo rk i n g
class in Germ a ny, France and Spain
took place. After the Second Wo rl d
Wa r, the bourgeoisie was saved fro m
the revo l u t i o n a ry upheaval in Fra n c e,
G e rm a ny, I t a ly, G re e c e, by the
Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy who had signed
Yalta and Potsdam pacts re - e s t abl i s h-
ing the imperialist dominance. Th e
b o u rgeoisie lived through the ‘ 6 8 - ‘ 7 4
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u p rising –a real wo rld revo l u t i o n a ry
“dress rehearsal”. Now, under the cur-
rent conditions, the bourgeoisie has
re a l i zed it can lose wh at it has con-
quered since 1989 with the restoration
of capitalism in the fo rmer wo rke r
s t ates by the Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy
become a new bourgeoisie. 

For that re a s o n , the ex p l o i t e rs do
not bet on wh at the re fo rmists call
“the crisis of subjectivity of the prole-
t a ri at”. Th ey know that under those
conditions of war, crac and revolution,
not only the pro l e t a ri at enters into
combat, but also revolutionary leader-
ships emerge and could make jeopar-
d i ze the bourgeois powe r. The bour-
geoisie knows that under these condi-
tions the reformists can only give pro-
l e t a rians submission, b e t rayals and
p ro s t ration. The bourgeoisie know s
t h at under these conditions bolshe-
vism and the revolutionary movement
flourish resulting of the revolutionary
objective conditions of the imperialist
epoch opened in 1914. 

A TRANSITOTY WORLDWIDE SITUATION HAS
OPENED WHERE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE CLASSES WILL BE DEFINED IN FAVOR
EITHER OF THE BOURGEOISIE OR THE
PROLETARIAT.

The fi rst banke rs ’ and imperi a l i s t
p a ra s i t e s ’ asaults against the wo rl d-
wide wo rking class; the “Cast Lead”
o p e ration and the massacre in Gaza;

the Palestine resistance together with
the Greek mass uprising and the fi rs t
b attles of the wo rking class and
exploited masses against the imperial-
ist countero ffe n s ive, h ave ch a n ge d
the current re a c t i o n a ry situat i o n .
Since the beginning of 2009, we are
before a transitory worldwide situa-
tion, characterized by the following
essential features:

Fi rst of all, the ge n e ra l i zed “ b i g
b a n g ” in the wo rld economy that
a l re a dy imposed the economic re c e s-
sion -with its phenomena expressed as
ove rp roduction- thre atening with a
worldwide depression. 

S e c o n d ly, this tra n s i t o ry situat i o n
is characterized by a deep tendency to
a polari z ation and collision among
classes. Imperialism and bourge o i s i e
a re hitting, but the wo rking class has
s t a rted to respond like in Gre e c e, i n
the French colonies and France itself,
in Madagascar, etc. 

Th i rd ly, it is a situation wh o s e
re a c t i o n a ry elements are due to the
c risis of revo l u t i o n a ry leadership of
the pro l e t a ri at , t h at is, the action of
the labor ari s t o c racies and bu re a u c ra-
cies and the social imperialist and
re fo rmist parties that tie the hands of
the wo rking class splitting its ranks to
fo rce pro l e t a rians not to fight and to
a c c ep t , with a gun tri gge red on their
t e m p l e, wage cuts, lost of gains and
millions of layo ffs while their suffe r-
ings continue incre a s i n g.

Fo u rt h ly, this tra n s i t o ry situat i o n
is marked by the tendency to the crisis
and we a kening of the regimes and
gove rnments (despite USA hav i n g
strengthened its General Staff) and the
opening of gaps at the top. 

A gainst all metap hysical thought
of the reformists who see a fixed and
i m m ovable capitalist system, in the
h i s t o rical process of this imperi a l i s t
ep o ch ch a ra c t e ri zed by sudd e n
ch a n ges Tro t s ky said “…In the pro -
cesses of history we find stable situa -
tions which are altogether non-revolu -
t i o n a ry. We find likewise situat i o n s
wh i ch are obv i o u s ly revo l u t i o n a ry.
And aga i n , t h e re are counter- revo l u -
t i o n a ry situations (we had better not
fo rget them!). But the most stri k i n g
features of our epoch of capitalism in
decay are intermediate and transition-
al: situations between the non-revolu -
t i o n a ry and the pre - revo l u t i o n a ry,
between the pre-revolutionary and the
revo l u t i o n a ry or . the counter- revo l u -
t i o n a ry. It is pre c i s e ly these tra n s i -
tional stages wh i ch have a decisive
i m p o rtance from the point of view of
political strategy. What would we say
about a painter who could only distin -
guish between the two opposite
colours in the spectrum? That he had
no sense of colour or was half-bl i n d,
and that he ought to give up the easel.
Wh at will we say about a political
s t rat egist who can distinguish only
b e t ween the two stat e s : “ revo l u t i o n -
a ry ” and “ n o n - revo l u t i o n a ry"? Th at
he is not a Marxist, but a Stalinist,
who might make a good functionary
but never a pro l e t a rian leader.”
(Whither France? Leon Trotsky)

For us, a t ra n s i t o ry situat i o n h a s
opened in wh i ch the conditions of
p u t re faction of the capitalist system,
the crises and disputes of diffe re n t
s e c t o rs of the bourgeoisie launch i n g
fe rocious commercial wa rs , d eb i l i t at e
the governments and regimes.

In key places like USA, M é x i c o ,
Brazil and Argentina, for example, the
p ro l e t a ri at , tied down by its leader-
ship, cannot respond to the attack that
has already started on it. 

The Latin A m e rican wo rking cl a s s
t h at fought against the bourge o i s i e
with anti-imperialist and revo l u t i o n a ry
fights at the beginning of the 21s t c e n-

England: reactionary strike against the immigrants workers propelled by the TUC bureaucracy



16

t u ry today is motionless facing the
“ B o l iva ri a n ” b o u rge o i s i e s ’ at t a ck. Th e
p a s s i o n ate speeches and the anti impe-
rialist demagog u e ry had been left
b e h i n d. On the contra ry, re c e n t ly in
The A m e ri c a s ’ Summit we saw all
these bourgeoisies kneel down in fro n t
of Boss Obama. The fo rmer Sandinista
“ C o m m a n d e r ” O rt ega turned into a
b o u rgeois president of Nicarag u a ,
went out with his tro u s e rs wo rn out
due to kneeling down so mu ch. Th e
anti “ i m p e ri a l i s t ” C h ave z , mentor of
the fa rce of the “ B o l iva rian revo l u-
t i o n ” , told Obama he wanted to be his
f riend and gave him a book…mean-
while in Venezuela he sends hire d
k i l l e rs paid by the bosses to rep re s s
eve ry wo rke rs ’ s t ru ggle and assassi-
n ating wo rke rs leaders. Hence, o n
M ay 5t h, the union leader of Toyota in
C u m a n a , A rgenis Vázquez was killed;
in the beginnings of 2009 the Chav i s t
p o l i cy rep ressed the wo rke rs of
M i t s u b i s h i , shooting and killing two
wo rke rs; at the end of 2008, t h re e
wo rking leaders of the UNT of A rag u a
we re shot to death. This is the real fa c e
of the “ B o l iva rian revolution”! 

As the Latin A m e rican revo l u t i o n
was strangled and contained, t o d ay
Obama and US imperialism go back
for their old “ b a ckya rd ” , wh e re their
i m p e rialist competitors had adva n c e d
a in term of business and spheres of
i n fluence taking adva n t age of Bush’
Government during two years. 

The A m e ri c a s ’ Summit was the
beginning of this US counteroffensive
by discussing a decisive question:
Cuba. The Castroite Bureaucracy and
the “ B o l iva ri a n ” b o u rgeoisies “ h a d
been waiting for Obama” and he did-
n’t disappoint them: he removed some
of the restrictions in Cuba imposed by
Bush and said: “ L e t ’s do bu s i n e s s ” .
Obama plans to lead the cap i t a l i s t
re s t o ration in Cuba, flooding this
country with cheap goods and making
pacts with the Restorationist Castroite
B u re a u c ra cy that is re cy cling itself
into national bourgeoisie. Imperialism
wishes to re c over the island as “ i t s ”
brothel taking the place of the French,
Spanish and Canadian imperialists in
the business of tourism, nickel, etc but
first of all it prepares a terrible defeat
against all the American proletariat as

it would be without doubt the capital-
ist re s t o ration in Cuba. This is the
master stri ke that the imperialism is
p rep a ring to go back to its Lat i n
American backyard.

This is, for the time being, the sit-
u ation of the wo rking class in
A m e rica but in other regions of the
planet the heroic masses resistance is
i n c re a s i n g, setting up a limit to the
i m p e rialist counterrevo l u t i o n a ry
o ffe n s ive, as in Ira q , Palestine or
Afghanistan. In Gre e c e, the wo rk i n g
class started offe n s ive actions fo l l ow-
ing the Belgian wo rking class ge n e ra l
s t ri ke and the European pro l e t a ri at
political fights. Also the Fre n ch
colonies have rebelled and toge t h e r
with Greece thre atened to set on fi re
Pa ris. More over in Guadeloupe and
M a rtinique the fight for the Socialist
R evolution in the Cari bbean is at the
o rder of the day thre atening the plans
of capitalist re s t o ration in Cuba. In
M a d aga s c a r, the wo rke rs and ex p l o i t-
ed masses started a mag n i ficent revo-
lution. In A s i a , Thailand is shaken by
a huge mass political fi g h t , while the
exploited masses of Eastern Euro p e
h ave begun to re t u rn to the wo rld are-
na of class stru gg l e.

From the point of view of the class
s t ru ggle and the re l ationship betwe e n
the cl a s s e s , we aff i rm the pro l e t a ri at
and its vanguard are starting to adopt
a countero ffe n s ive position in diffe r-
ent parts of the wo rl d. We are, as we
h ave affi rmed befo re, in a t ra n s i t o ry
situation that contains and combines
both re a c t i o n a ry and non revo l u-
t i o n a ry elements imposed by the
traitor leaderships that tie the hands of
the proletariat, subordinating it to the
blackmail of the economic crisis stop-
ping pro l e t a rians from fi g h t i n g, a n d
p re - revo l u t i o n a ry and revo l u t i o n-
a ry elements wh i ch when bre a k i n g
with the traitor leaderships and the
contention wall they ’ve imposed, t h e
working class and exploited masses of
the French colonies, as the Greek pro-
l e t a ri at , h ave re t u rned to the combat
and the heroic resistance of the mass-
es in the national wa rs against the
oppressors and are begining to gestate
the conditions for a mass countero f-
fe n s ive; pers p e c t ive that terri fies the
ruling classes.

If in the next peri o d, in spite of
and against the treacherous leader-
ships the tendency of masses’upris-
ings is ge n e ra l i zed and a real mass
c o u n t e ro ffe n s ive takes place, t h e
t ra n s i t o ry situation will ch a n ge in
favor of the proletariat, opening the
road to a revo l u t i o n a ry upheava l
like in 1968-74. We fight and prepare
ourselves for that.

If on the contra ry, in spite of
their intentions the pro l e t a ri a n s ,
tied down by their leaders h i p s , a re
u n able to advance to a countero f-
fe n s ive position, the re a c t i o n a ry ele-
ments in this tra n s i t o ry situation will
p revail. As Tro t s ky said, h i s t o ry will
punish the pro l e t a ri at for not hav-
ing taken the power by throw i n g
the worldwide economy to the worst
d ep re s s i o n , the cra c, the ge n e ra l i ze d
depression of all values and its conse-
quences of massive unemploy m e n t ,
destruction of productive forces, colo-
nial wars, bonapartism and fascism. 

But nothing is already defined. We
are recently entering in this transitory
s i t u ation that preannounces polari z a-
tion and clashes between the cl a s s e s
and defines that all peaceful coex i s-
tence has come to an end. Wh e reve r
the pro l e t a ri at ach i eves to break with
the tre a ch e rous leaders h i p s , it bu rs t s
in mass political stru ggle thre at e n i n g
to open the revolution in key regional
focuses of the planet.

In this situation wh e re, as the
Transitional Program said, the objec-
t ive pre requisites for the pro l e t a ri a n
revolution are not only “ ri p e n ” : t h ey
h ave begun to get somewh at ro t t e n ,
t h at the historical crisis of mankind
boils down to the crisis of the revolu-
tionary leadership has been thorough-
ly proven.

We have established in April 2008,
the 23 Points that in the real life and
b e fo re the acid tests of wo rl dw i d e
class struggle separate revolutionaries
f rom re fo rm i s t s , as a proposal to
regroup urge n t ly the Intern at i o n a l i s t
P rincipled Tro t s kyists and the
R evo l u t i o n a ry Wo rke rs ’
O rga n i z ations. To these points, we
a dd now the new revo l u t i o n a ry
lessons- “the practical concl u s i o n s
from the revolutionary conditions”, as
Tro t s ky said- from the new counter-
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revo l u t i o n a ry bl ows and the re a c t i o n -
as in Palestine, Afghanistan, Cuba, the
re a c t i o n a ry stri kes of the English
Trade Unions, etc.- and the new revo-
lutionary blows of the exploited mass-
es as in Guadalupe, M a d aga s c a r,
Greece, France, etc. 

We are only a subjective factor in
the wo rl dwide pro l e t a ri at va n g u a rd.
We cannot lead the masses and their
revo l u t i o n a ry combats to the victory
yet. But meanwhile in the heat of the
o b j e c t ive situation wh e re the condi-
tions for Bolshevism ferment, we can
(and will do) put all our forces at the
s e rvice of the two principal tasks to
give back to the worldwide proletariat
its historical leaders h i p , t h at is to set
up again the wo rl dwide party of the
p ro l e t a ri at revolution under the pro-
gram and the lega cy of the Fo u rt h
International and its founders in 1938.

These two principal tasks are: first
of all, the comittment of putting all
our fo rces wh e rever a pre revo l u t i o n-
ary or revolutionary situation is devel-
oping – as in Guadeloupe,
Madagascar, Greece and France, etc.-
in favor of the setting up, ex t e n d i n g
and centralizing of direct democra cy
and armed dual power wo rker and
peasant organizations in these nations.
Thus solving their pro blems within
these orga n i z at i o n s , the masses can
rap i d ly discover through their ow n
ex p e rience the role played by the
t re a ch e rous leaders h i p s , and within
thoe orga n i z ations a small group of
revolutionaries can multiply its forces
by thousands while struggling for the
leadership of the masses. But this will
be only possible through waging a
relentless combat against all the
t re a ch e rous leaderships and show i n g
the masses step by step who are their
allies and who are their enemies.

The second task, i n s ep a rable and
linked to the first one, is to put 100%
of our fo rces into the combat fo r
d e fe ating any attempt to set up new
centrist monsters like the International
“ Two and a Half ” (the “A m s t e rd a m
I n t e rn at i o n a l ” in the ’30s), i . e. a
regroupment without balance sheets
and around only one point of agre e-
ment -as that one in the opport u n i s t
re u n i fi c ation of 1963, a round Cuba-,
and to fight for conquering a re a l

I n t e rn ational Confe rence of the
Principled Trotskyists and the revolu-
t i o n a ry wo rke rs ’ o rga n i z at i o n s , A
Zimmerwald and Kienthal of the 21st
c e n t u ry to open the way to solve the
historical crisis of mankind, that is the
c risis of the revo l u t i o n a ry leaders h i p
of the proletariat. 

THE INTERNATIONALISTS SHIFT TO THE
OFFENSIVE IN OUR COMBAT TO RESOLVE THE
CRISIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP OF
THE PROLETARIAT. 

Wh e re the pro l e t a ri at has start e d
to respond to the at t a ck of the
ex p l o i t e rs , in a position of re s i s t a n c e
s u ch as in Palestine or Iraq or in an
o ffe n s ive position as in Gre e c e,
G u a d a l u p e, M a d aga s c a r, e t c, we see
the developing of focuses of ra d i c a l-
i z ation of the masses. Sectors of the
masses are turning from right to left,
s e a rching for a revo l u t i o n a ry path to
end with their hardships wh i ch have
been multiplied by the capitalist cr i s i s
and the bourgeois offe n s ive. 

Those phenomena are like fre s h
water for the revo l u t i o n a ries because
they allow us to break out of our isola-
tion and find the path towa rds the
masses. On the other hand, those phe-
nomena are like boiling water fo r
reformists of all kinds and in particu-
lar for the re n egades of Tro t s ky i s m
since they are no longer able to live
splitting peacefully, as we are wit-

nessing today with the SWP in
E n g l a n d, or as the Brazilian PSTU
t h at is suffe ring a crisis and intern a l
splits.

1989 was a historical milestone;
after the ch a n ges it carried within
s t a rt e d, the rev i s i o n i s t , o p p o rt u n i s t
and centrist currents that fo rmed the
so-called “Trotskyist movement” split
in several pieces. It couldn’t be other-
w i s e : when the masses of Russia,
China and Eastern Europe were rising
against the re s t o rationist Stalinist
bu re a u c ra cy, those currents had
already been under the coattails of the
Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy and the social
democracy in the West during the last
50 ye a rs , and for their re s p o n s i b i l i t y,
in 1989 the Russian, Polish, Chinese,
Rumanian etc. , sections of the
R evo l u t i o n a ry Fo u rth Intern at i o n a l
did not exist.

Th ey split in thousand pieces bu t
the re s t o ration of capitalism meant a
gre at defe at for the wo rld pro l e t a ri at .
The working class had a bad time, and
as a consequence, we had a bad time
as well. The healthy and international-
ist forces of Trotskyism who suffered
a double defe at , t h at is, the cap i t a l i s t
re s t o ration and dege n e ration and
destruction of the Fourth International
kept us isolated and dispers e d, fi g h t-
ing against the current for uniting the
s eve red threads of continuity of
Revolutionary Marxism for the last 20
years.

To d ay, the new historical peri o d

French and German workers of Continental in a demonstration in Hannover
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t h at “ t h e ” wo rld economic crisis has
opened means not only the objective
conditions have ch a n ged but also the
subjective ones, that is, the conditions
are being created that favor the fight-
ing to resolve the crisis of the revolu-
t i o n a ry leadership of the wo rk i n g
class. To d ay, the wo rld regime of
dominance imposed by imperi a l i s m
since 1989 is in political cri s i s , t h e
re fo rmists bu rs t , d i s p e rse and ga s p
breathless as fish out of the water and
in particular the re n egades of
Trotskyism.

This means that the defensive peri-
od of isolation is already over for the
h e a l t hy fo rces of Tro t s kyism. Th at
means we are starting an offensive to
re-group the Leninist-Bolsheviks at an
i n t e rn ational leve l , as in the ‘ 3 0 s , i n

o rder to conquer a Zimmerwa l d -
Kienthal of the 21st century. 

In 1915 and in 1916 when a small
group of intern ationalists gat h e red in
those two Confe rences against the
treacherous social democracy, the first
imperialist war selected and separated
i n t e rn ationalists from social ch a u v i n-
ists. Because anyone who denounced
the war and called the pro l e t a ri at to
t u rn their guns against it’s own bour-
geoisie and to transform that war into
a civil war was killed as a “ t raitor of
the nation” or in a lesser case he was
imprisoned. 

To d ay, t h e re is not an imperialist wa r
wh i ch makes such objective selection.
Under these conditions, it is easy for the
“intelligent” reformists disguised as
Tro t s ky i s t s , to swear faithfulness to the
Transitional program and Tro t s ky i s m ,
and then betray them everyday in the
class stru gg l e. For that re a s o n , t h e re are
acid tests in the class stru gg l e,for ex a m-
p l e, the Palestine question, M a d aga s c a r,
G re e c e, the Cuban question, the posi-
tion before the bankruptcy of capital-
i s m , the combat against the fo rces of the
labor aristocracy and bureaucracies
re c ruited by the wo rld bourgeoisie that
select and sep a rate cl e a rly, in the wo rl d
arena of class struggle, reformists,
o p p o rtunists and centrists from intern a-
tional revo l u t i o n a ri e s .

Lenin used to say that the story of
B o l s h evism is that of its stru gg l e s
b e t ween tendencies and fra c t i o n s .
This was clearly showed in the defen-

s ive period during the last 20 ye a rs .
And it will be proved again, undoubt-
edly, in the starting period of the inter-
n at i o n a l i s t s ’ o ffe n s ive to make
Tro t s kyism -the only revo l u t i o n a ry
Marxism alive- not only a subjective
but also an objective factor again, that
is, flesh and blood of the world work-
ing class vanguard.

We know that the pace of this
o ffe n s ive will depend on the willing
and the conscious activity of the inter-
nationalist revolutionaries and also on
developing objective conditions. If the
proletariat can free its hands and burst
in a world revolutionary upheaval, the
pace of our offe n s ive will be mu l t i-
plied and we will be closer to defe at
the tra i t o rs and to solve the crisis of
revolutionary leadership. On the other
h a n d, if the tre a ch e rous leaders h i p s
prevent this possibility during the next
p e ri o d, and the bourgeoisie is able to
win in the re l ationship of fo rc e s , o u r
struggle will be even more against the
c u rrent for a whole peri o d. A ny way,
in any case, it will be an offensive and
not a defensive combat as it has been
during the last two decades. 

In this road that we have re c e n t ly
i n i t i at e d, the establishment of the
I n t e rn ational Joint Committee for the
I n t e rn ational Leninist Tro t s ky i s t
Fraction between the South A f ri c a n
revolutionaries of the Worker Interna-
tional Va n g u a rd League-WIVL- and
the FLT, whose prov i s o ry document
of fo rm ation we present in these
p age s , is a little step ahead but a
whole signal we have entered one of
those “ ex c eptional ep o chs in the his-
tory” as Trotsky said, where the revo-
l u t i o n a ries are able to break out of
their isolation and merge with the
wo rld pro l e t a ri at va n g u a rd, m e a n-
while the re fo rmists play the role of
fish taken out of water.

This small but significant step
ahead marks the beginning of the
offensive period of the internationalist
Tro t s ky i s t s , to whom the masses will
give thousand and one opport u n i t i e s
on the condition that we disarm nei-
ther our strategy nor the program. •

Leon Trotsky

Thailand,  April 2009: thounsands of demonstrator clash with the police
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1 .O b a m a ’s taking office on Ja nu a ry
2 0 , 2 0 0 9 , put an end to the crisis in

the chief Staff of US imperialism that
had started in 2006 with the heroic Ira q i
resistance; the national war of the
Palestinians and the masses of the South
of Lebanon defe ating the ge n o c i d a l
Zionist Israeli A rmy in 2006, and the
rising of the A m e rican wo rking class fo r
their demands and the immigrant wo rk-
e rs ’ rights and against the wa r.

US imperialist regime of worldwide
dominance imposed since 1989, gave a
l e ap fo r wa rd in late 2001 when it wa s
necessary for US imperialism to launch
a counterrevolutionary counteroffensive
to solve the economic crisis started in
1997. The new markets conquered by
i m p e rialism through the cap i t a l i s t
restoration of the former USSR, Eastern
E u ro p e, China and the other fo rm e r
wo rke r- s t at e s , had not been enough to
avoid the waste and destruction of pro-
d u c t ive fo rces by the intern at i o n a l
finance capital.

The target of that US offensive was
I ra n , N o rth Ko re a , I raq and
Afghanistan, that is, part of the famous
“Axis of Evil”. The objective of Cheney
and Bush, the General Staff of the oil
c o m p a n i e s , was the Balkanization of
Russia so that the oil gangs- with Bush
commanding the US General Staff -
could take the control of the big oil
reserves of the Muslim republics of the
former USSR. Their objective was also
to guaranty the ove rex p l o i t ation of the
Chinese labor fo rc e. Th e re fo re they
needed to impose a clearly Bonapartist
regime of dominance. 

Since 2004, this counterrevo l u t i o n-
a ry offe n s ive has bro ken its teeth
against the worldwide resistance of the
working class and the exploited masses.
The heroic Iraqi resistance set up a lim-
it fi rst and the US wo rking class and
exploited masses – whose higher layers

the US ex p l o i t e rs had began to de-co-
opt - began fighting against the war. In
a ddition to this phenomena, at the
beginning of 21st century, waves of anti
i m p e rialist stru ggles and revo l u t i o n s
o c c u rring in Latin A m e ri c a , t h re at e n e d
to spread to US through Oaxaca,
M ex i c o , joining the rebellion of mil-
lions of Latino immigrant wo rke rs and
the anti war movement that could have
opened a Vietnam type scenario. 

During two years, we witnessed the
c risis of a Bush Gove rnment hated by
the masses, wh at left the Central ch i e f
S t a ff of the North A m e rican imperi a l-
ism in a defensive position. 

While the regime of the Republican
and Democratic parties – the
“ R ep u bl i c rat s ” regime- backed Bush
c o u n t e rrevo l u t i o n a ry plans, voting his
m i l i t a ry bu d gets a “ p a c i fist wave ” wa s
p rep a red inside the US: the “ O b a m a
plan” had the aim to cover the imperial-
ist bu t ch e rs with a “ d e m o c rat i c ” m a s k
to replace fascist Bush. This “democrat-
ic and pacifist wave ” inside the US,

needed a parallel strengthening of US
world control: thus the Turkish invasion
in the north of Ira q , the Shiite bour-
geoisie containing the rebel masses
which had defeated the collaborationist
Iraqi Army in Basora; the Syrian bour-
geoisie pacting with US imperialism to
p revent the Iraqi Resistance from ge t-
ting weapons.

The “Obama plan” would have been
i m p o s s i ble without the at t a cks aga i n s t
the immigra n t s ’ s t ru ggles wave in US.
N ow, 4000 jailed immigrant wo rke rs
have been separated from their families
s h owing this fa rce of “ d e m o c rat i c ” o r
“ p a c i fi s t ” US imperialism. Also two
Oakland Docke rs- the va n g u a rd of the
M ovement against wa r- we re taken to
p u blic court and could end in the jails
of the “Republicrats” regime.

But wh at is most import a n t , t h e
imperialist political victory of its recon-
s t ruction of the US chief Staff wo u l d
have not been possible without the col-
l ab o ration of the tre a ch e rous leader-
ships that strangled the revo l u t i o n a ry

Under the generalized collapse caused by the economic crisis and amid the heroic resistance of the masses 

THE WORLDWIDE REGIME OF DOMINANCE 
IMPOSED BY IMPERIALISM SINCE 1989 
HAS ENTERED INTO POLITICAL CRISIS

J a n u a ry 20t h, 2009: Bush and his wife with Obama and his wife on the Day of the Presiencial Assumption

Document of the Leninist Trotskyist Fraction, originally published in “El Organizador Obrero Internacional” # 12 - Part 2 - May 2009,
and approved by the Foundation Congress of the ILT F, in July, 2009.
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p rocesses in A rge n t i n a , B o l iv i a ,
E c u a d o r, contained the mass offe n s ive
in Chile and Peru and subordinated the
anti imperialist masses of Venezuela to
the “ B o l iva ri a n ” b o u rgeoisie with their
Popular Fronts ant class collab o rat i o n
policy. 

Thanks to the Wo rld Social Fo ru m
– t h at hodgep o d ge of Stalinists, S o c i a l
D e m o c rats and fa ke Tro t s kyists- the
n ational bourgeoisies took adva n t age of
Bush Gove rn m e n t ’s crisis and of the dis-
putes among the imperialist powe rs fo r
their spheres of infl u e n c e, to make
agreements with all of them, hoping to
re c e ive a better share of their bu s i n e s s e s .

The WSF supported Al Fatah in
Palestine which recognized the Zionist-
fascist state of Israel. It support e d
Hezbollah in Lebanon. When the armed
masses of the south of that country
smashed the Zionist A rmy in the
n ational war of 2006, H e z b o l l a h
a l l owed the entrance of the imperi a l i s t
troops of the UN and claimed its seat in
Siniora’s Government to have a share in
the r e c o n s t ruction of that country dev-
astated by the Zionist bombings.

2.N ow with Obama gove rnment the
c risis of legi t i m a cy befo re the US

masses has receded and US witnesses a
s t rengthened “ R ep u bl i c rat s ” regi m e.
US wo rking class continues to be sub-
mitted to imperialism due to A F L - C I O
and “Change to Win” bureaucracies, the
C a s t rioites and the entire WSF –fa ke
Tro t s kyists included- who pre s e n t
Obama as a “democratic” imperialist in
opposition to “fascist” Bush.

Who got benefits from the two-year
political crisis of Bush gove rn m e n t
we re US imperialist riva l s : France and
Spain had a New Deal/ “ good neigh-
b o u r ” p o l i cy making gre at business in
Latin America, US old “backyard”, but
in their direct colonies and spheres of
i n fluence support Bonap a rtist gove rn-
ments and dictatorships; as France does
in A l ge ri a , West A f rica and its “ ove r-
seas terri t o ri e s ” c o n t rolled by the
weapons of the Foreign Legion.

Also Bush gove rn m e n t ’s crisis and
the limit imposed by the mass re s i s-
tance to US imperialist counterrevo l u-
t i o n a ry offe n s ive stre n g t h e n e d
G e rm a ny wh i ch made big inve s t m e n t s
in Russia: t o d ay, BASF owns 50% of
Gazprom which is the main oil and gas
supplier to Euro p e. In A f g h a n i s t a n , by
making pacts with Taliban and building
hospitals and sch o o l s , G e rman imperi-
alism controlled opium supply, a n

essential raw mat e rial for the pharm a-
ceutical companies like Bayer. 

Japan also got stro n ger as the gre at
m o n eylender for tra n s n at i o n a l s ’ i nve s t-
ments in China and as mach i n e - t o o l s
supplier in that region.

At the same time the nat ive bour-
geoisies –in the colonial wo rld- took
advantage of the imperialist disputes to
n ego t i ate as junior part n e rs and make
business deals while all of them togeth-
e r, b a cked by the traitor leaders h i p s ,
contained and surre n d e red the revo l u-
tionary processes.

3.But during 2007-2008, wh i l e
p rep a ring their ch a n ge of gove rn-

ment and Obama’s taking of offi c e,
USA imposed limits to their imperialist
rivals. USA bombed and shot its rivals’
s p h e res of influence to stop their
a dvance over his defining who wo u l d
centralize the attack against the masses
and distribute business.

Th at was shown in Georgi a , in the
m a s s a c re on the Colombian re s i s t a n c e
by Uri b e, in the fascist putsch in
B o l ivia and re c e n t ly in Pa l e s t i n e, w i t h
the Zionist army massacring in Gaza.

Thus USA scared the masses and
fo rced the nat ive bourgeoisies –wh o
we re f l i rting with the other imperi a l i s t
p owe rs- to enfo rce counterrevo l u t i o n-
ary pacts to force the masses to surren-
d e r. Th at is how US imperi a l i s m
a ch i eved being who divides bu s i n e s s
t h roughout the wo rld and, in last
i n s t a n c e, disciplines the wo rking cl a s s
and exploited masses.

Under these circ u m s t a n c e s , t h e
wo rld economic crisis just bl ew.
C apitals of all imperialist countri e s
we re trapped in US housing marke t
finance bu bbl e. The “ eve ry man fo r
h i m s e l f” b egan. Only the imperi a l i s t
p owe rs that managed to be re l at ive ly
spared by the crisis and defeat or co-opt
their own proletariat could go for high-
er adventures on the planet; those impe-
rialist countries destroying enough sur-
plus production and controlling key
p roduction brands could become win-
ners of the inevitable capital concentra-
tion process that will come after the
world crisis. 

4 .As we said in the Editorial of the
“ I n t e rn ational Wo rke rs Orga n i ze r ” ,

at the beginning of 2009, we are fa c i n g
a wo rld tra n s i t o ry situation as fo l l ow s :
the ex p l o i t e rs ’ o ffe n s ive to make the
exploited masses pay for the crisis; the
wo rld pro l e t a ri at ’s rep ly as the fi rst bat-

tles of the wo rke rs ’c o u n t e ro ffe n s ive and
the “ t h i rd wave ” of the wo rld cri s i s .

In this situat i o n , we are facing a
t e m p o ra ry arra n ge of the imperi a l i s t
powers under US command –as in G-20
and NATO summits-. It isn’t love bu t
fear what gathers them: they try to close
gaps for the moment because they are
a f raid of a pro l e t a rian revo l u t i o n
emerging, i.e. that the first battles of the
wo rke rs ’ c o u n t e ro ffe n s ive become a
wo rld revo l u t i o n a ry upheaval as in
1968-1974.

5.Under the current conditions, U S
i m p e rialism –as dominant powe r-

has a ch a l l e n ge : h ow to impose aga i n
its undisputed dominance on the
world, that is, how to put order to the
wo rl dwide disorder caused by the
c risis and the hero i c mass re s i s t a n c e
t h at set a limit to the plans of the oil
businessmen who commanded US dur-
ing the Bush era. 

All the institutions for US domi-
nance that had been established after
the 2WW during the “ Yalta peri o d ”
h ave bu rst and are in crisis – from the
UN and natal to IMF, WB and all the
Breton Woods agreements. The region-
al trade agreements are unquestioned or
in shambles as Maastri ch t , M E R C O-
SUR/MERCOSUL, NAFTA, etc.

This is showing that the prov i s o ry
political balance achieved in USA when
Obama took office is not enough to sta-
b i l i ze a new political, economic and
military equilibrium in the planet.

Th at is why the ove rt discussion in
the chief staff of US and all imperi a l i s t
p owe rs is how to get out of the eco-
nomic mess and the political crisis of
the imperialist domination. Th ey also
discuss about how to at t a ck the pro l e-
t a ri at and the masses and contain their
s t ru ggles. 

K i s s i n ger in diffe rent art i cles in the
i m p e rialist press said cl e a rly that the
regional counterrevo l u t i o n a ry pacts –as
M a a s t ri ch t , M E R C O S U R , the SCO,
etc- are prov i s o ry and are n ’t an stabl e
wo rld regime of dominance, b e c a u s e
with them it is impossible to contain all
the contradictions of the wo rld –like
the bl ows of the cri s i s , the imperi a l i s t
d i s p u t e s , the nat ive bourge o i s i e s ’ b a r-
ga i n i n g, n ational and frat ricide wa rs ,
anti-colonial upheavals and specially
the revo l u t i o n a ry stru ggle of the wo rl d
p ro l e t a ri at .

Kissinger says that though USA has
been able to leave its governmental cri-
sis behind, the issue remains on through
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what institutions and what combination
of them Obama’s gove rnment ex p e c t s
to rule the world and re-establish a sta-
ble political equilibrium. Th at is
because they have to defe at fi rst the
wo rld masses and wo rking cl a s s .
K i s s i n ger is awa re that the decisive
class clashes are already here. 

O b a m a , the Clintons and the new
gangs of the high-tech monopolies who
lead today US government answer him
t h at they will take care of that huge
problem later, but now it is their time to
make some business and get their pock-
ets full, like oil companies did.

This new clique in US gove rn m e n t
s t ates that they have a plan, wh i ch we
could call an “offensive-defensive” one.
Obama alre a dy has announced he
would have an “open hand” p o l i cy
t owa rds the Muslim bourgeoisies in
M i ddle East. He wants to re - e s t abl i s h
the counterrevo l u t i o n a ry pacts of the
` 8 0 s , when US imperialism armed the
Islamic bourgeoisies to defe at the
Russian army –in those times com-
manded by the Stalinist re s t o rat i o n i s t
bu re a u c ra cy- wh i ch was occupy i n g
Afghanistan. Also USA armed Saddam
Hussein and his army to smash the
I ranian revolution with an 8-by ye a rs
f rat ricide wa r. Now aga i n , no longe r
with we apons but by ap p lying new
p a c t s , i n t egrating Muslim bourge o i s i e s
as junior part n e rs , USA wants to ke ep
the oil business under the control of its
own companies.

It is not by chance that Obama gives

a boost to a policy of pacts with the
Islamic bourgeoisies. Th rough such
p a c t s , USA is trying to prevent Ira q
from becoming a new Vietnam. Obama
“ s t re t ches his hand” to the Islamic
b o u rgeoisies because they have been
helping US in Iraq and all over Middle
East. US plan of troop withdrawal from
Iraq is based precisely on that. 

M e a n wh i l e, US new imperi a l i s t
command announces new counterrevo-
l u t i o n a ry offe n s ives on A f g h a n i s t a n ;
from there this command wants to con-
trol the former Muslim republics of the
l ate USSR in Central Asia and the
Caucasus oil output and re - t a kes the
control of the opium routes –that is cur-
rently under German control in partner-
ship with the Pashtun bourgeoisie in
Afghanistan and Pakistan- to supply US
l ab o rat o ries. It also wants to turn
Afghanistan into an imperialist airc ra f t
carrier to prevent Pakistan’s destabiliza-
tion and to have a beachhead towa rd s
China.

Th u s , “ p a c i fi s t ” D e m o c rats dre s s e d
up as Obama, prepare the new counter-
revo l u t i o n a ry wa rs. But fi rst they mu s t
submit and defe at US wo rking cl a s s
who –like all the imperialist powe rs ’
p ro l e t a ri at- is suffe ring the same or
higher iniquities than their class bro t h-
e rs and sisters in the semi-colonial
world.

6 .But Kissinger –war adviser duri n g
Vietnam Wa r, and also Clinton and

the Bushes’ senior adv i s e r- is a stat e s-

man of counterrevolution. He fe a rs that
while the high-tech clique is carrying on
some bu s i n e s s , and there are gaps among
the tops, i n t e r- i m p e rialist scra m bles fo r
the spheres of infl u e n c e, e t c. without
re n ewed and strong institutions of wo rl d
d o m i n a n c e, a danger is looming: revo l u-
tion. He says that inter- i m p e rialist dis-
putes can increase and put in danger not
just the current business but the entire
b o u rgeois pro p e rty and regime of domi-
nance at wo rl dwide leve l .

E u rope has alre a dy been wh i p p e d
by the fi rst revo l u t i o n a ry upheaval like
in Greece, and also there is willingness
by the working class to fight like it was
proved in Belgium, Spain, and France –
in the metropolis and their reb e l l i o u s
colonies-. Capitalist parasites are in a
fashion of “ eve ry man for himself” ;
while all the European imperialist pow-
ers, and above all Germany, are threat-
ened by the danger of a ge n e ra l i ze d
d e fault in East Europe –the fo rm e r
wo rke rs states wh e re capitalism wa s
restored are today in full bankruptcy. 

M e a n wh i l e, in the Far East, Jap a n
has closed upon itself and has been led
to the wo rst crisis since the end of the
2WW; its coffers are full of US treasure
bonds and drown in ove rabundance of
c apital; that means that together with
China it will not allow that the rest of
the imperialist powe rs lock themselve s
up with protectionist measures. Th i s
scenario will lead Japan from the reces-
sion and current cra ck to an implosion
of his finance capital wh i ch ove r- a c c u-
mulated in his banks.

The events during the past we e k s
p roved that Kissinge r ’s wa rning have
been listened to. The G-20 meeting
re s o l ved to strengthen IMF with 1 tri l-
lion dollar to avoid a default in the for-
mer wo rker states of East Europe and
former USSR that would cause the col-
l apse of the Au s t ri a n , G re e k , G e rm a n ,
and Fre n ch banks since they are the
c re d i t o rs of about 2 trillion dollars of
the ex t e rnal debt that these countri e s
h ave as a wh o l e. Together with NATO
summit and the recent meeting of the
A m e ricas in Trinidad and To b ago are
all attempts to give an answer to wh at
K i s s i n ger has said. We are witnessing
h ow the imperialist regime of the
“ R ep u bl i c rat s ” - d ressed up as Obama-
has consolidated and strengthened since
it managed to take out of the scene the
US proletariat for the time being.

Coffin of a US marine killed in Iraq
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7.K i s s i n ge r ’s sound of alert is the
ex p ression that we are not only

facing “ t h e ” c risis of wo rld cap i t a l i s t
economy, but also a huge political cri-
sis of the regime of world dominance
imposed by US imperialism, as domi-
nant power, from 1989 on.

The well-being of one imperi a l i s t
power is in contradiction with the well-
being of each one of its riva l ’s .
R egional agreements and marke t s ,
together with the reactionary utopia of a
E u ropean bourgeois unity, a re bl ow i n g
out. The old “ s t rat egic part n e rs ”
become sudd e n ly enemies in the tra d e
disputes and if the pro l e t a ri at does not
p revent it, t h ey will be political and
military enemies.

The world crisis and crack; the hero-
ic mass resistance that put a limit to the
c o u n t e rrevo l u t i o n a ry offe n s ive with
wh i ch imperialism tried to leave the
1997-2001 crisis behind-; the inter-
imperialist open dispute and the “every
man for himself” have not only destabi-
l i zed the wo rld capitalist economy : t h e
i m p e rialist regime of dominance
imposed by USA since 1989 -as the real
and absolute winner of the 2WW not
o n ly in 1945 but defi n i t e ly in 1989
when the re s t o ration of capitalism wa s
a ch i eved in the fo rmer wo rke rs stat e s -
has entered a political crisis and lost
stability.

In the imperialist epoch there exists
a world economy dominated by imperi-
alism. Furt h e rm o re, i m p e rialism domi-
n ates politically. This means that there
is a system of institutions –agreements,
a l l i a n c e s , t re at i e s , i n t e rn ational orga n i-
z at i o n s , e t c. - and a particular way of
combining those institutions on wh i ch
the imperialist domination over the
wo rld leans during a historical peri o d.
Th at is wh at we call the “ regime of
dominance” of imperialism.

THE REGIME OF THE VERSAILLES TREATY WAS
IMPOSED AFTER WORLD WAR I 

8.For example after the inter-imperi-
alist 1WW the regime imposed

was based on the Ve rsailles tre at y,
wh i ch left German as England and
France’s vassal; USA as a rising impe-
rialist power was the gre at creditor to
England (dominant power) and France;

both had huge debts because of the war
and specially of the war loans and the
emission of currency without a backing
d u ring the post war period (they suc-
ceeded in cre ating a fictitious boom to
prevent proletarian revolution since the
Russian October Revolution threatened
to spread to the heart of old imperialist
Europe).

This new regime of wo rld domi-
nance after 1WW enjoyed stability only
from 1924-25 on, after the defeat of the
Hungarian and two German revolutions
(1918-1919/1923-1924) caused by the
i m m at u rity of the Communist Pa rt i e s
that belonged to the Third International
founded in 1919. The European revolu-
tion was defe ated for a whole peri o d.
These conditions isolated the sov i e t
Wo rke rs State and the economical and
c u l t u ral back wa rdness of Russia and
the hunger and cat a s t rophes of 3 ye a rs
of imperialist war and a 4-year civil war
created the material conditions to allow
the emergence of the Stalinist bu re a u-
cracy.

In 1926, the Stalinist bu re a u c rat i c
c e n t ri s m , setting up the A n g l o - R u s s i a n
Committee, betrayed the English gener-
al strike. Giving support to the Kuomin-
t a n g, Stalinist bu re a u c ratic centr i s m
also betrayed the heroic Chinese revo-
lution in 1925-27.

For that reason, it was not revolution
wh at made bu rst the regime of domi-
nance of the Ve rsailles Tre at y, but the
c ra ck of Wall Street in 1929-1930 and
the deep wo rld economic dep re s s i o n
caused by it. 

After the defeat of the Soviet prole-
t a ri at in the hands of the Stalinist
bureaucracy, the German, Austrian, and

Italian pro l e t a ri at in the hands of fa s-
cism and the French and Spanish revo-
lution we re strangled by the popular
f ro n t , the bu rsting of the old regime of
dominance led to the imperialist 2WW
in 1939-1940.

AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, A WORLD
REGIME OF DOMINANCE BASED ON THE
YALTA AND POTSDAM PACTS EMERGED

9 .In 1945 at the end of 2WW, a new
regime of dominance wa s

imposed based on the Yalta and
Potsdam pacts between the US-UK
i m p e rialists and their lackey the USSR
Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy. Both Yalta and
Potsdam we re counterrevo l u t i o n a ry
pacts to contain the wo rld revo l u t i o n
because the 2WW, l i ke the fi rst one,
had caused revolutions. 

Faithful to those pacts, Stalin and
the CPs sold out the Fre n ch , G e rm a n ,
G reek and Italian revolutions –sav i n g
the main parts of the imperialist regime
of dominance-; while they contro l l e d
the revolution in the East, bureaucratiz-
ing the new wo rke rs states in Po l a n d,
Rumania and Cze ch o s l ovakia from the
beginning and then, playing their role in
the Yu go s l av i a n , Chinese and Cuban
revolutions. At the same time they
s t rangled and betrayed anti-colonial
revolutions and also supported the cre-
ation of the Zionist state of Israel.

Based on these pacts and agre e-
m e n t s , US imperialism –emerging as
the dominant imperialism- put order in
the afterm ath of wa r, imposing the
“ Yalta and Potsdam regi m e ” – w i t h
institutions like the pacts with the
bu re a u c ra cy, U N O, I M F, the Bre t t o n
Woods agre e m e n t s , etc-. But this
regime was tra n s i t o ry because there
was a second ch a racter of the 2WW
that needed to be solved, which was the
aggression to the wo rker state and the
c apitalist re s t o ration in the URSS
(solved only in 1989).

Ya l t a ’s regime of dominance wa s
the regime of “the A l l i e s ” – U S A ,
England and their lackey Stalin -. Ti n
this regime US economy was the
e n gine of the wo rld economy. Th at is
why all the powe rs , even the other
“ w i n n e rs ” of the war –at fi rst the
defeated German and Japan were mere-
ly subsidiary to the winners- were sec-
o n d a ry imperialisms and within the
world division of labour, they were sup-
pliers of goods for the US internal mar-
ket and their industrial-military appara-

A huge political crisis of the worldwide regime of
dominance imposed by imperialism since 1989

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin in Yalta
Conference (Iran) in 1943
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tus, which boosted the world economy.
With the capitalist re s t o ration in

1989 –completed by Stalinist bu re a u-
c ra cy that was bought by Reagan and
Th at cher in the `80s- US imperi a l i s m
fi n a l ly solve d, 44 ye a rs lat e r, the post
war unre s o l ved task and completed
Roosevelt and Churchill’s plan.

US imperialism as main winner and
g u a rantor of the re c ove ring of the fo r-
mer wo rke rs state for the cap i t a l i s t
e c o n o my ended the Yalta tra n s i t o ry
regime and started a new one based in
his regime of dominance of the planet.

But it was no longer 1945: Jap a n ,
G e rm a ny, Fra n c e, e t c. , e m e rged as
imperialist powers but this time as nei-
ther vassal nor subsidiary imperialisms;
t h ey competed and still do with USA
for the spheres of infl u e n c e. It is wh at
we call a new period of “more normal”
imperialist regime of dominance. 

Th at is why in 2009, despite US
imperialism’s “dress up” as Obama has
recomposed its chief staff after Bush
gove rnment crisis -strengthening its
regi m e, the Tro t s kyists affi rm that
under the whipping of the wo rld cra ck
and the conditions it is causing, t h e
political crisis of the imperialist regime
of dominance does not cease but is
increased.

USA has to deal not only with its
own crisis but also with the crisis it has
d ownloaded on all imperialist powe rs
wh i ch is putting in question wh i ch
p owe rs will be winners and wh i ch
losers.

SINCE 1989 TO 2009: A BONAPARTIST
REGIME OF DOMINANCE HAS DEVELOPED
THROUGHOUT THE PLANET RESULTING FROM
THE COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY VICTORY OF
CAPITALIST RESTORATION IN THE FORMER
WORKERS STATES

10.The regime of dominance
imposed by US imper i a l i s m

since 1989 was based on the pacts of
Yalta and Po s t d a m , with the Stalinist
bureaucracy under US imperialism con-
t rol as the wo rld ge n d a rm e. The maxi-
mum expressions of the counterrevolu-
tionary offensives were those carried on
by the oil gangs and the Government of
Bush in 2000-2001. Th ey we re an
attempt to impose a real Bonap a rt i s t
regime of wo rl dwide dominance, t h at
wh i ch is now in crisis. The United
S t at e s ’ s l ogan in 2001 was “ether with
us or against us”. 

The “axis of ev i l ” i n cluded Ira q ,

Iran and the entire oil route. The objec-
tive of the offensive was taking control
of the Pacific market, the Balkanization
of Russia and the submission of the oth-
er imperialist powe rs to secondary
roles. 

11.This Bonap a rtist regime of
dominance of the US imperial-

ism emerged from a defe at for the
wo rl dwide pro l e t a ri at : the cap i t a l i s t
restoration of the workers states by the
Stalinist bureaucracy in 1989. 

The regime of dominance emerge d
in 1989 tried to settle down through the
m i l i t a ry control of the wo rl dwide mar-
ket by the US imperialism. On that pur-
pose the General Staff of the American
financial capital divided the wo rl d,
f rom the political- military point of
v i ew, into five sectors under military
c o m m a n d. The Pe n t ago n , the military
power house of US imperialism, tried to
c o n t rol the wo rl d, d e fending its inter-
ests, putting a limit to the expansion of
the competing imperialist powe rs and
controlling the masses.

As the dominant power US wa n t e d
thus to collect as soon as possible the
d ividends and benefits of its counter-
revo l u t i o n a ry victories of 1945 and
1989.

As the documents coming to light
n owa d ays testify, US established since
1989 five autonomous military com-
mands as guarantors of US companies’
b e n e fits and investments around the
planet. C.I.A. officials and A m e ri c a n
ambassadors to different countries sub-
ordinated each one under the discipline
of a correponding command. 

The NORTHCOM (Nort h
Command) included USA, C a n a d a ;
C e n t ral A m e rica and México. Th e
SOUTHCOM (South Command)
i n cluded Latin A m e rican South Cone.
This command armed the mu rd e re r
U ribe and its genocide army in
Colombia to act as ge n d a rme of the
whole region. The EUCOM (Euro p e a n
Command) set up the antimissile shield
in Poland and Hunga ry during G. W.
Bush two terms. The Pa c i fic command
was named “ U S PAC O M ” in the
American military jargon. Finally there
was the CENTCOM (Centra l
Command) wh i ch was located neither
in the Pentagon nor in Washington, but
in the oil “hot zo n e ” : I ra n , I ra q , a n d
Tu rkey. (About two ye a rs ago another
C o m m a n d, the A F R I C O M , has been
added, NT).

This map of military control of the

planet is the copycat of the world divi-
sion made by Hitler’s fascist A rmy to
control it. It is a paradox: 45 years after
the end of the war the “ d e m o c rat ”
i m p e rialists who won the war imposed
Hitler’s golden dream.

At the beginning of the 21st century,
the A m e rican A rmy had alre a dy take n
over the whole planet and US imperial-
ism was re a dy to send soldiers at any
moment to the most remote of places.
Th at was the plan of Bush infa m o u s
regime invo l ved in 149 secret wa rs in
the semi colonial world through proxy-
even mercenary- troops. The CIA secret
jails coming to light nowa d ays spre a d
out around the world together with each
of this five military commands.

As denounced by the Pe n t agon wa r
c o rre s p o n d e n t , R o b e rt Kap l a n , U S A
has established 59 Military bases in
c o u n t ries and terri t o ries ove rseas with
t roops spread out from Greenland to
Nigeria and from Norway to Singapore,
m e a n while the military bu d ge t
i n c reased to 3,3% of the GDP (Gro s s
Domestic Product).

B e fo re the bomb explosion aga i n s t
the Twin Towe rs in Sep t e m b e r, 2001 –
which was at least allowed to run, if not
directly plotted by US intelligence ser-
vices – US was carrying out military
operations in 170 countries.

Since 1989 US imperialism has
been trying to impose this completely
Bonapartist regime of dominance, with
the purpose of conquering the full dom-
inance of the worldwide market; surely
it doesn’t have a diffe rent ideology
f rom its German fascist mentors. Th i s
i d e o l ogy was “the Civ i l i z ation Wa r ” .
From the military academies of the
i m p e rialist beast, its commandants and
generals emerged and were educated in
a war against the A m e rican Indians in
the US, the “Conquest of the We s t ” i n
the 19th century.

M o re than 100 ye a rs after, in the
beginnings of the 21st century, we have
faced a new “civilization war” – repre-
sented by the advanced, democratic US
against the “ b a ck wa rd and barbar i c
tribes” in Middle East, Asia, Africa and
e n t i re sectors of Latin A m e rica. Th ey
had to be wiped out for the sake of
gaining “ d e m o c ra cy and civ i l i z at i o n ”
for the entire wo rl d. In the military
a c a d e m i e s , US marines learn that a
“ c iv i l i zed soldier” cannot stand alone
among the “ b a r b a rian tri b e s ” b e c a u s e
all these tribes use to gather together to
d e fe at the inva d e r. General Custer wa s
defeated and killed with 210 of his sol-
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d i e rs of the 7t h C ava l ry Regi m e n t , i n
the Little Big Horn bat t l e, wh e re the
Indian chief Caballo Loco (Cra z y
H o rse) managed to unify all the tri b e s
against them. 

They learn that US has embarked on
a war without fro n t i e rs , without va n-
guard or rearguard, like the annihilation
wars of the different Indian tribes in the
United States.

12.N owa d ays there still ex i s t
shameless people that in the

name of revolutionary Marxism pretend
t h at 2WW was between “ d e m o c ra cy
and fascism”. There are also shameless
people that insist US imperialism while
s u p p o s e d ly in “ d e c a d e n c e ” , s p read out
m o re democra cy as a way of dominat-
ing (or regime of dominance of) the
wo rl d, as Gramscian currents of the
l i kes of fa ke Tro t s kyists as the
Argentinean PTS affirm.

Nowadays fake Trotskyists support-
ing such outrageous ideas are wo rk i n g
against the world proletariat, because in
fact imperialism becomes either
“ d e m o c rat i c ” or fascist depending on
wh at helps it -according to the give n
circumstance- to dominate the world or
out of the urgency to defeating its own
proletariat 

H i t l e r ’s plan of wo rld dominance
put into motion by the US transnation-
als and finance capital; its infa m o u s
regime of “ R ep u bl i c rat s ” and Bush
G ove rn m e n t , was fi rst planned by the
Nazi generals who wanted Germany no
to be a vassal power, but the conqueror
in Europe and the world by winning the
2nd World War. US ruling class has the
same ideology. 

R evo l u t i o n a ry Marxism affi rm s
2WW had a dual character; it was not a
war between “ d e m o c ra cy or fa s c i s m ”
but an inter-imperialist war between the
d i ffe rent imperialist powe rs , to domi-
nate the world, and a counterrevo-
lutionary war against the USSR to
re s t o re capitalism. Germ a ny also
t ried to do this by invading the
U S S R , causing the death of 27
millions of Russian wo rke rs and
peasants.

One more time it has been
p roved it wa s n ’t a war betwe e n
“ d e m o c ra cy and fascism”. Wh e n
US the “ d e m o c rat i c ” i m p e ri a l i s t
power that won the (inter-imperi-
alist) war in 1945 it was able to
d e fine favo rably the other post
war result (re s t o ring cap i t a l i s m )

in 1989 being the dominant power of
the planet and ap p lying the same plan
of its old “fascist enemies”

This is the A m e rican “ d e m o c rat i c ”
i m p e ri a l i s m , s u p p o rted during decades
by Yalta and Potsdam pacts, by the
Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy ex p ro p ri ator of
the October revolution, who since 1980,
smashing the masses sold out the work-
e rs states to the diffe rent imperi a l i s t
powers. 

13.Since 1989 under the new
regime of dominance, t h e

A m e rican wo rking cl a s s , as neve r
before, started suffering the same short-
age s , h u n ge r, l ayo ffs and rep re s s i o n
l i ke its bro t h e rs and sisters in
Afghanistan Iraq, , Africa, and in all the
n ations oppressed by the imperi a l i s t
beasts. The same imperialist powe rs
that in 1989 showed the workers of the
USSR and Eastern Europe the super-
markets full of goods, now are in a cri-
sis and open recession. The workers of
the same imperialist powers are getting
s a cked and cannot buy anything in the
overflowing supermarkets. At the same
time, 20 years after the 1989 events, the
Eastern European and Russian proletar-
ians are one million times wo rse than
b e fo re Capitalist re s t o ration. More ove r
the few millions of parasites that ru l e
this rotten system; the same who wast-
ed 14 billion dollars in a ye a r, e at i n g
beforehand the benefits the human soci-
ety hasn’t yet produced, are responsible
for millions of A f rican exploited peo-
ple’s deaths, the backward social situa-
tion in Russia and China and now they
a re destroying pro d u c t ive fo rces and
m a chines in the central imperi a l i s t
c o u n t ries. Th ey submit the planet to
ch ronic unemployment and conse-
q u e n t ly to the waste of thousands of
millions of man-hours, to diseases, star-
vat i o n , e t c. , c a rrying the wo rld to bar-

b a rism. These bl o o d s u cking para s i t e s
call themselves “the civ i l i z at i o n ” s ay-
ing they represent a vigorous capitalism
and not a decadent system causing
more and more barbarism!

Since a long time ago revolutionary
Marxism has defined imperi a l i s m , n o
m atter its “ d e m o c rat i c ” or “ fa s c i s t ”
i n s t a n c e, as Barbari s m , b a ck wa rd n e s s
and destruction of pro d u c t ive fo rc e s .
I m p e rialist wa rs are an example of the
ex t reme degree of destruction of the
productive forces.

The bourgeoisie is right when it says
in horror: “We are facing a “1989 peri-
od” but this time from the point of view
of the capitalist system”. The “ b a r b a r-
ian and back wa rd people” in Ira q ,
Afghanistan and Palestine have
imposed a persistent and heroic re s i s-
tance; the same ones in Latin A m e ri c a
h ave opened offe n s ive revo l u t i o n a ry
combats in the beginning of 21ST cen-
tury, like in Bolivia and the linked revo-
lutions and mass upheavals that shook
the continent thre atening to re a ch the
US. 

Wh at the imperialists call “ b a r b a r-
ian people” in a derogat o ry manner, i s
the wo rking cl a s s , the class that pro-
duces the wealth that these para s i t e s
squander. The “barbarians” are the pro-
l e t a ri at of the colonial and semi colo-
nial world and the working class of the
i m p e rialist countries who manages the
most advanced and the highest technol-
ogy of productive forces.

In fact, the civilization forces belong
to the wo rking class and socialism and
the fo rces of barbarism belong to this
rotten imperialist regime wh i ch
deserves to die since a long time ago.

TWO DIFFERENT MOMENTS OF THE
WORLDWIDE REGIME OF DOMINANCE
IMPOSED SINCE 1989

14.Th i s n ew wo rl dw i d e
regime of dominance

imposed since 1989 had two key
m o m e n t s : the fi rst one betwe e n
1989 and 1991, which was charac-
terized by the beginning of the full
dominance of the planet by US
I m p e rialism and the rest of the
i m p e rialist powe rs ’ G e n e ral Staff s
recognizing US total hegemony in
the economic, political and mili-
t a ry scenario. Th e re we re enough
business and markets for all. US
was the guarantor and shared them
out. All the other imperialist pow-Pekin 1989: students mobilization in Tiananmen Square
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e rs became US part n e rs. But diffe re n t
f rom the period of Yalta when the US
p l ayed the role of the “ d riving fo rc e ”
for the other imperialist powe rs , n ow
the whole wo rld was turned into US
own internal market; US imperi a l i s m
used the finance capital of the other
imperialist powers to finance its own an
huge deficits and make business. 

This new regime of dominance had
its gre atest ex p ression in the fi rst Gulf
War in 1991 led by US President G.
Bush Sr. heading the coalition of 21
c o u n t ri e s , i n cluding all the imperi a l i s t
p owe rs , the UN and Russia and China
with capitalism already restored.

The second moment was the wo rl d
economic crisis of 1997-2001 when US
i m p e rialism used the Twin Towe rs ter-
rorist attack as an excuse to launch the
o ffe n s ive on Afghanistan and Iraq and
at the same time leave aside Fra n c e,
Germany, the UN and all the old institu-
tions of Yalta. Now it was the time of
US “unilateralism”, the slogan of Bush
Jr. was “either with us or against us”. 

H a rd ly 10 ye a rs had passed since
the restoration of capitalism in that one
t h i rd of the wo rld wh e re the wo rke r
s t ates had been, when the 1997-2001
crisis announced the finance capital had
consumed thousands of million dollars
f rom the new markets of the fo rm e r
wo rke rs stat e s , by exploiting millions
of Chinese slave workers and the highly
q u a l i fied labour fo rce of the fo rm e r
wo rke rs states of eastern Euro p e,
besides plundering the huge oil, gas and
mineral reserves of the former USSR.

Since then, the only way for them to
get out from the trap was incre a s i n g
their parasitic ch a racter -as Lenin
d e fined Imperi a l i s m - , d eveloping only
d e s t ru c t ive fo rces and rep roducing the
c apital in a fictitious way because it
cannot find a lucrat ive rate of pro fit in
the pro d u c t ive process. The 50 ye a rs ’
boom of capitalist expansion that would
come according to capitalism ap o l o-
gists was a bl u ff : it was only a short
cy cle of parasitic surv iva l , a destru c t o r
of finance capital unable to take pro fi t
from the productive process or usufruct
the new markets the imperialists had
already plundered. Thus, while exploit-
ing to the end the Chinese slave lab o r
fo rc e, t h ey invented fictitious values in
the “futures” markets of oil, grains, pro-
ducing a housing market bubble and the
finance capital got exposed as wh at it
i s : a parasite gang- all of them are
M a d o ff!- ex p ro p ri at o rs of human
labour.

15.We affi rm this Bonap a rt i s t
regime of dominance couldn’t

consolidate during 20 years of political
c ri s i s , i n c reasing inter imperialist dis-
putes and splits, because of the hero i c
masses resistance.

It does not owe its surv ival to the
five counterrevo l u t i o n a ry military
Commands outlined by the Pe n t ago n
and the US finance capital or to the
s t rength of the US A rmy and its
m a ri n e s , d e fe ated in A f g h a n i s t a n , I ra q
and (through its proxy the ISAF)
Lebanon in spite of its superior military
t e ch n o l ogy. It surv ives because it has
been supported and helped by all the
t re a ch e rous leaders h i p s , g u a ra n t o rs
of destroying all the fighting orga n i-
z ations constructed by the masses
d u ring the fi rst decade of the 21st
century. 

They were responsible for besieging
and strangling the revo l u t i o n a ry pro-
cesses in the semi colonial world during
the fi rst ye a rs of the 21st century and
now in the semi colonies and the impe-
rialist countries, through the bureaucra-
cy and labor aristocracy parties and the
Wo rld Social Fo rum (WSF). Th ey are
the real shield, the fundamental support
of Capitalism in political and economic
b a n k ru p t cy in the whole wo rl d. Th e
objective is to divert the class struggles
or to stop the proletariat from waging a
class revo l u t i o n a ry war against the
ex p l o i t e rs to face the brutal at t a ck and

civil war already launched on the mass-
es by the exploiters. 

We could say that due to the crisis of
the revolutionary leadership of the pro-
letariat, the imperialist system was able
to “ e s c ape fro m ” revolution at the end
of 2WW. That is, due to the betrayal of
Stalinism and Social Democra cy,
C apitalism a well as the Stalinist
bu re a u c ra cy went out safe ly from the
1968-1974 revo l u t i o n a ry uprising; fo r
the same reason capitalism was restored
in the wo rke rs stat e s , t h at huge con-
quest of the international working class
wh i ch we re sold out by the Stalinist
bureaucracy become new bourgeoisies. 

When the Bonap a rtist wo rld regi m e
of dominance imposed in 1989 we n t
into cri s i s , b a d ly beaten by the mass
resistance and offe n s ive, once aga i n
S t a l i n i s m , the Social Democra cy
t ogether with the fa ke Tro t s ky i s t s
came to save it. From that den of
t h i eve s , the W S F, commanded by the
AFL-CIO and other wo rld lab o r
bu re a u c racies supported this ro t t e n
c apitalist system subord i n ating the
p ro l e t a ri at to the bourge o i s i e, t h e
“ B o l iva ri a n s ” , the cowa rd Muslim and
A rabian bourgeoisies and the “ d e m o-
c rat i c ” i m p e rialisms. Th ey subord i n at-
ed the wo rking class and the ex p l o i t e d
masses to their tyrants in the pre c i s e
moment when the latter are in cri s i s .
Those tra i t o rs are the guara n t o rs of the
c o u n t e rrevo l u t i o n a ry pacts of Ira q ,
Pa l e s t i n e, B o l iv i a , and Colombia

Since 1989, the imperialist regime of dominance in crisis,
survives thanks to the support of the treacherous
leaderships of the proletariat.

Greece: national strike on April 2nd, 2009
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b e s i eging and strangling the revo l u-
t i o n a ry processes. 

And now when the objective condi-
tions of the capitalist system in cri s i s
and bankruptcy, and the extreme suffer-
ings of the masses appear; when the
masses fighting attempts are ever more
aggressive, like in Greece, the open rev-
olution in Madaga s c a r, the Fre n ch
Colonies of Guadalupe and the Antilles,
the tre a ch e rous leaderships again save
this pestilent system from the proletari-
an revolution. 

All this historical period has con-
fi rmed the thesis of the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn ational fo u n d e rs and Tro t s ky i s m
t h at the historical crisis of mankind,
even of civ i l i z at i o n , boils down to the
crisis of the revolutionary leadership of
the proletariat. The objective conditions
are deeply revolutionary and the objec-
t ive pre requisites for the pro l e t a ri a n
revolution have begun to get deeply rot-
ten. But from the leadership point of
v i ew, the conditions are as re a c t i o n a ry
as the perfidious role of the masses’
treacherous leaderships. They avoid the
p ro l e t a ri at entering the road of revo l u-
tion and fo rce it to accept layo ff s , a n d
the loss of gains giving the excuse of
the crisis. They are who subordinate the
p ro l e t a ri at to the bourge o i s i e, to the
reg u l ationist social pacts. Th ey are in
ch a rge of besieging and isolating the
bursts of resistance of the masses when
the latter ach i eve breaking the wa l l s
these misleaders set up around them.

O n ly when the masses are able to
break the retaining walls, they can free
their hands and enter the combat
demonstrating their force and power, as
we saw in Greece, in the general strikes
in spite of and against the labor aristoc-
racies in Belgi u m , G re e c e, I t a ly,
Fra n c e, in the masses uprising in
L at v i a , the gre at revo l u t i o n a ry mass
rebellions of Guadeloupe, M a rt i n i q u e
and the other Fre n ch colonies and the
ex t ra o rd i n a ry revolution started in the
A f rican island of Madaga s c a r. Th e re,
rebellious workers and peasants rose up
against US, Korean and French monop-
olies who disputed their terri t o ry.
M a d agascar was able to advance eve n
to a point beyond that the revolutionary
Greek uprising was able to advance.

The workers and peasants broke the
A rmy and the rank and file soldiers
refused to shoot them.

These revolutions and upri s i n g s
ke ep alive not only the pro l e t a ri at and
exploited masses’future but also that of
the whole mankind civilization.

16.In the wo rl dwide speed ra c e
between the development of the

b a n k ru p t cy of capitalism and the fi rs t
responses of the masses the new histori-
cal period opened will be defined, under
huge historical convulsions as those that
took place in 1989. This is the begi n-
ning of a new period that will be
resolved in an open clash between revo-
lution and counterrevolution in the
wo rld arena of class stru gg l e. For that
re a s o n , all the pacts and the ap p a re n t
“unity” of the different imperialist pow-
e rs around Obama and US we are wit-
nessing today, have a provisory, circum-
stantial ch a ra c t e r : if the ex p l o i t e rs suc-
ceed in preventing the masses fro m
a dvancing towa rds a revo l u t i o n a ry
c o u n t e ro ffe n s ive and are able to make
the masses to pay entirely for the crisis,
those pacts and “unity” will tend to con-
s o l i d ate and settle in re n ovated institu-
tions of regime of dominance. 

I f, on the other hand, against the
t re a ch e rous leader s h i p , the wo rk i n g
class can open the path towards a revo-
l u t i o n a ry countero ffe n s ive, we will see
those pacts and provisional agre e m e n t s
bu rst and deepen the “ d i s o rd e r ” of the
bourgeois order.

17.To d ay, the wo rld bourge o i s i e
asks itself how far the cri s i s

would get, when it would touch the bot-
tom. This is the prevailing uncert a i n t y
among the ruling class who is wat ch e d
over by the jailers of the worker move-
m e n t s , the tre a ch e rous leaders bought
by the great capital. 

Based on scientific socialism, t h e
lesson of revo l u t i o n a ry Marxism of the
imperialist epoch and the Third and the
Fo u rth Revo l u t i o n a ry Intern at i o n a l s ,
Marxists know wh at will be the output
of this crisis if the success of the inter-
n ational socialist revolution does not
stop it in the next historical period.

The historical experience shows that
the system survives itself by destroying.
Thus, the delay of the proletariat revolu-
tion means that this system will destroy
the fictitious values needed to equal the
real values with the real goods cre at e d
by the human labor. 

S e c o n d ly, this crisis wh e re the fi n a n-
cial capital does not ach i eve to re c over its
p ro fit rate in the pro d u c t ive process will
mean not only the sale at a lower pri c e,

even lower than the cost price of wh at has
a l re a dy been produced because of the
ove rp roduction cri s i s , but also a loss of
value of capital due to the inexistence of a
p ro fit rate wh i ch could make possible the
i nvestment under the conditions of the
p resent recession that will become in a
wo rld dep re s s i o n ,t h at is to say,a dep re c i-
ation of value of all the go o d s , fi rst of all
t h at of the labor fo rc e, c re ator of the
e n t i re mat e rial we a l t h , with the re s u l t i n g
mass expulsion from the pro d u c t ive pro-
cess and the increase of mass suffe ri n g.

Th i rd ly, e a ch imperialist state has
bailed out with loans and disbu rs e m e n t s
of the national tre a s u re, its own fi n a n c e
c apital. Those hundreds of thousands of
millions of dollars have to be paid by the
masses through tax incre a s e s , by steal-
ing the savings of the middle cl a s s , a n
i n c rease in the super ex p l o i t ation of the
l abor fo rces still not evicted from the
p ro d u c t ive process in order to take fro m
them a new slice of absolute and re l at ive
s u rplus value; this superex p l o i t ation is
fa c i l i t ated by the ex p l o i t e rs bl a ck m a i l-
ing with a re s e rve industrial army that
will get bigger and bigge r. For that re a-
s o n , even though today the “ t h i rd wave ”
of the crisis ex p resses in the imperi a l i s t
c o u n t ries through recession and pri c e
d e fl ation (while in the semicolonial
c o u n t ries it ap p e a rs as stag fl ation -re c e s-
sion plus infl at i o n ) , the bank and corp o-
ration bailouts by the imperialist stat e s
a re cre ating a new “ bu bbl e ” t h at sooner
or later will explode provoking an infl a-
t i o n a ry –and even hy p e ri n fl at i o n a ry -
p rocess inside the own big metropolises. 

Fourthly, the survival of this system
means a new sacking of the semi-colo-
nial countries through the deva l u at i o n
of the national curre n cy, an ex t e rn a l
c redit cru n ch , ge n e ra l i zed bankru p t cy
and default as we can see now in the
E a s t e rn European states. This will put
on the agenda the need for the different
i m p e rialist powe rs to re - c o l o n i ze and
strengthen the chains tying the colonial
and semi-colonial countries in their
respective spheres of influence. 

Fifthly, there is no longer a place for
the existence of re l at ive ly indep e n d e n t
c apitalist countr i e s , l i ke Russia and
China. The sinking of oil and other
commodity prices and a marked tre n d
of FDI coming off China will push
those nations to an open recession. 

The new historical period will be defined in the confrontation of
revolution and counterrevolution at worldwide level.
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As we have said, we are facing the
d evelopment of objective ly revo l u t i o n-
ary conditions and a huge political cri-
sis of the tops which do not know how
to re c over a new economical, p o l i t i c a l
and military point of equilibrium and
let alone, a stable regime of dominance.
An all that cannot be ach i eved without
the imperialist bourgeoisies defe at i n g
or deceiving their own working class to
a dvance towa rds superior colonial
a dve n t u re s , n ew wa rs , and sinking
some imperialist powe rs by dep riv i n g
them of their spheres of influence. 

But, above all, it will not be possi-
ble to rebuild a new stable wo rl d
regime of dominance without fi rs t
settling wh i ch imperialist power will
take Russia and China as its spheres
of infl u e n c e, t h at is to say, as its ow n
colonies and semi colonies. Obama –as
the Bushes, C l i n t o n , R e aga n , e t c. , a n d
even Roosevelt did earlier - is totally
conscious that who controls Russia and
China will rule the planet. Obama
k n ows that if USA loses Russia and
China in the hands of Germ a ny, Jap a n
or other imperialist rivals, it could mean
the beginning of the decay of US impe-
rialism as a dominant power. 

18.If rotten imperialism ove rl i e s ,
where will the crisis get to? The

revo l u t i o n a ry Marxists affi rm that it
will not stop till destroying the neces-
sary wealth to restore the rate of profit;
until Capital can devalue or suppre s s
enough goods to allow the surv iv i n g
finance cap i t a l , s u p p o rted by their
states get the productive forces and the
wealth of the semi colonial countries at
a bargain price. It will not stop until the
capital gets high rates of profit into new
p roduction bra n ches wh e re it has suc-
ceeding in eliminating all its imperialist
competitors, and with this new possibil-
ities to get the entire wo rld market in
b ra n ches such as automaking, b i o p h a r-
macy, machine-tools, high-tech, among
o t h e rs , d eveloping a huge process of
capital concentration on the hands of a
very tiny bunch of parasites of the inter-
national finance capital. 

The crisis will arrive to the point
wh e re the monopolies and the tra n s n a-
tionals -that are backed effe c t ive ly by
each state of any of the imperialist pow-
e rs- will dispute each other –even by
means of bullets- the wo rld market in
e a ch of the pro d u c t ive bra n ches wh e re
t h e re is ove rabundance of monopolies
and imperialist powe rs , and also they
will scra m ble for re d ividing spheres of

influence in the semi colonial countries.
H ow far will the crisis get? It will ge t

a lot furt h e r. Because if it saves itself
f rom the pro l e t a rian revo l u t i o n , c ap i t a l-
ism will surv ive making its para s i t i s m
even deep e r, l e aving ever less imperi a l-
ist powe rs and monopolies as winners
and some others will lose. As the ex p e ri-
ence of the 20t h c e n t u ry has showe d, i n

this imperialist ep o ch , this dilemma will
not be re s o l ved by ap p lying to nice
agre e m e n t s , but by means of a full inter-
i m p e rialist wa r, since the powe rs re s u l t-
ing without spheres of infl u e n c e, l o s i n g
c o n t rol of the production bra n ches and
being corn e red by the winning powe rs
will not give up their places peacefully. 

19.This new milestone in the impe-
rialist era is no diffe rent fro m

the old ones: either it will be solve d
with revolution or through wa r, w i t h
socialist revolution or fascism.

If none of the classes in conflict suc-
ceeds in ove rt u rning to its favor the bal-
ance of power in the immediate peri o d
and in making the rival pay the costs of
the cri s i s , d ep ression will come. Th u s ,
c apitalism will re a ch in the end a re s t o ra-
tion of its rate of pro fit on the basis of a
m a s s ive destruction of pro d u c t ive fo rc e s .
Th at will be a punishment the pro l e t a ri at
will re c e ive if it fails to meet its histori-
cal responsibilities because of the tra i t o r
l e a d e rs h i p s , s e rvants of the big cap i t a l
t h at it has at its head.

The truth must be told to the
a dvanced wo rke rs of the wo rl d. Th e
principled Trotskyists have told them so
with our 23-point program calling fo r
an Intern ational Confe rence of the
h e a l t hy fo rces of Tro t s kyism and the
revo l u t i o n a ry wo rke rs orga n i z at i o n s :
the struggle against the high cost of liv-
i n g, for fo o d, l a n d, j o b s , n ational inde-
p e n d e n c e, even to maintain the mini-
mum gains we have not yet lost. Th e
p rogram proposes to pro l e t a rians a
mass political stru ggle to defe at the
b o u rgeois regimes and states that have
a l re a dy decl a red a social civil war on
the exploited masses of the wo rld to
make them pay the crisis. 

What is more, against the liars, rene-
gades of Tro t s kyism that announce
more and more “democracy”, more and
m o re pacts with “ d e m o c rat i c ” i m p e ri-
a l i s m s , with “ p rogre s s ive ” b o u r-
geoisies; the internationalist revolution-
a ries affi rm that the Muslim and A rab
bourgeoisies will not doubt to seal thou-
sands of deals with imperialism- as they
h ave done in Iraq and in mart y re d
Gaza- in order to use the masses as
small ch a n ge for their business. Th e
supposed “A n t i - i m p e ri a l i s t ” C o l o n e l s ,

s u ch as Chavez in Ve n e z u e l a , w i l l
become the Pe ron of 1974, t h at is to
say, the Peron that developed the fascist
gangs of the Triple A (death squads
organized and armed from the Ministry
of Social Security that crushed unions’
rank and file and fa c t o ry committees’
delegates, worker parties’members, left
i n t e l l e c t u a l s , e t c. , d u ring Pe ro n ’s 3rd

presidency, NT). Following that model,
C h avez has not hesitated in decl a ri n g
the illegality of the aluminum wo rke rs
s t ri kes and in other companies in
Venezuela and thre atening to send the
“Bolivarian” army to repress the work-
ers who dare to fight.

We have alre a dy seen Morales- the
s e rvant of Fre n ch Total and Spanish
R epsol- making deals with the fa s c i s t
national elites that massacred the work-
e rs and peasants in the Media Luna
( ri ch oil-gas and soy region in Eastern
Bolivia, NT), and establishing a regime
of shared gove rnment to suffo c ate the
revolution in Bolivia.

The intern ationalist Tro t s ky i s t s
a ffi rm that , when the time arrives to pay
the loans with wh i ch the imperi a l i s t
s t ates are today financing their banks and
t ra n s n ationals bailout, the ch a u v i n i s t
shouts of the labor ari s t o c racies in the
i m p e rialist powe rs , with their re a c-
t i o n a ry stri kes -such as those by the lead-
e rs of the British Trade Unions cl a i m i n g
“Out illegal immigrants! British jobs fo r
B ritish wo rke rs ! ” - will be of no use.
Then you will see, not only mu ch of the
l abor ari s t o c rats will be laid off, but the
remaining ones at wo rk will have to
wo rk in wo rse conditions than those of
the immigrant wo rke rs; because the cur-
rent recession and the deva l u ation of
c apital will be fo l l owed by an irrep re s s-
i ble issuance of curre n cy to pay the loans
of the stat e s , with a consequent infl at i o n
-as in Germ a ny in the late ´20s and ´30s-
to make masses pay the bailout “ p a rt y ”
of banks and financial cap i t a l .

The historic alternative continues to be either
communism or fascism
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20.These are the historical fo re-
casts arising from the deep

t rends of a system that cannot surv ive
without new wa rs , ex t reme destru c t i o n
of goods cre ated by human lab o r, a n d
destroying the entire civilization.

Big capital in crisis has recruited all
the forces of the labour aristocracies and
bureaucracies to support and save it. On
the other side, the insurgent masses
re m a i n , as in Gre e c e, G u a d e l o u p e,
Madagascar, trying to break the siege of
the leaderships that oppress them; as in
other parts of Europe who try to stop the
o n going at t a ck , or as those that re s i s t
h e ro i c a l ly under siege like in Ira q ,
B o l ivia and Gaza. Only Tro t s kyism has
been next to them, the only living revo-
l u t i o n a ry Marxism, even though the
i m p o s t o rs who speak in its name have
rep e at e d ly mu ddled its clean fl ags to
save Capital. The program of Trotskyism
is socialist revolution that , t o d ay more
than ever, becomes wholly significant.

The Tro t s kyists affi rm that the cur-
rent crisis will not be solved thro u g h
“ reg u l ating the law s ” of the decay i n g
imperialist capitalist economy. It will be
s o l ved in the global class stru gg l e, a s
asserted by the revolutionary 3rd and 4th

Internationals. 
The bourgeoisie is not only a

social class controlling pro d u c t i o n
and the state with wh i ch it rep re s s e s
the exploited cl a s s , but a global politi-
c a l ly and militar i ly orga n i zed social
fo rce with a progra m , i d e o l ogy, i n s t i-
tutions; a class that has bought a fra c-
tion of its class enemy to serve as
h i red agents; a class with a deter m i-
n ate will to ove rc o m e.

In the same way, the proletariat is not
only a class subject to exploitation. It is
also a social fo rce that comes out to
s t ru ggle pushed by its most elementary
needs; a class that builds and rebu i l d s
institutions for the combat , t h at with its
m ag n i ficent spontaneity and unch a i n e d
fo rces ove rt h rows gove rn m e n t s ,
regimes, divides armies and makes bour-
geois states shake and fall. But, by con-
trast to the bourgeoisie, in order to con-
quer as a class the will to overcome, the
p ro l e t a ri at has a limitat i o n : its tre a ch e r-
ous leaderships.

Those who stru ggle to set up aga i n
the wo rld party of the socialist revo l u-
tion under the fl ag of the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn ational of its fo u n d e rs in 1938
h ave a task: t h at of solving the issue of
the limitation of the proletariat.

This issue will not be solved in one

or two ye a rs : it will take a histori c a l
p e riod to be solve d. The wo rking cl a s s
will give revolutionary Marxism a thou-
sand opportunities to grow roots in the
masses, as has happened every time the
proletariat revolves massively against its
chains since it entered the political scene
as an exploited class in struggle. 

At the beginning of the Second
Wo rld Wa r, the 4t h I n t e rn ational wro t e
the Manifest of War and prep a red the
wo rld pro l e t a ri at with a program con-
taining the conditions for victory- like
Z i m m e r wald and Kienthal had done at
the beginning of the First World War. 

B u t , u n l i ke the intern ationalists of
Z i m m e r wald and Kienthal, when Tro t s ky
died in 1940, the Tro t s kyists dissolve d
the chief staff of the Fo u rth Intern at i o n a l
and left the national sections on their ow n
d u ring the wa r. Inev i t ably, without an
i n t e rn ationalist centre, these national sec-
tions through opportunist zigzags led the
Fo u rth Intern ational to a centrist and fe d-
e rat ive rebuilding in 1948. 

In the Manifest of Wa r, the Fo u rt h
International affirmed that, if the regime
of war endured, the revolutionary parties
would dege n e rat e. In effe c t , the wa r
regime endured with the sinister pact of
Yalta and Potsdam carried out by
R o o s eve l t , C h u rchill and their lackey
Stalin. Th at counterrevo l u t i o n a ry pact
was consummated with the cap i t a l i s t
restoration in 1989 and, needless to say,
all revolutionary parties degenerated. 

Th u s , the period opened in 1989
found the Trotskyist movement bursting
into a thousand pieces and then openly
passing across to the rows of oppor-
tunism fo l l owing Stalinism, raising the
same foul policy of class collab o rat i o n
and becoming groups of pressure on the
bourgeois regimes and states.

This new milestone that marks the cri-
sis of global imperialist capitalist econo-
my, a real “1989 of cap i t a l i s m ” , m e a n s
t h at wh at is bl owing up is the wh o l e
regime of parties and post war complici-
t i e s , opening a new historical period in
wh i ch re fo rmists will not be able to call
alms as gains facing the wo rld pro l e t a ri at
and they will be showed in their true col-
o rs. Th ey are showing themselves as
s t ri ke - b re a ke rs , as we have seen in
G reece; tormenting Palestine masses into
the wo rst of collab o rat i o n i s m , b a ck i n g
Fatah and the Zionist state of Israel. Th ey
a re alre a dy exposing themselve s : s t ri ke -
b re a ke rs as the English Trade Unions
bu re a u c racies that are only a sample of the
l abor ar i s t o c racies and bu re a u c racies of
the wo rl d. Or else, t h ey are servants of the

B o l iva rian bourgeoisies in Latin A m e ri c a ,
d e cl a red enemies of the wo rking class. 

We affi rm that the conditions are
open for a historical period that could be
defined as that of the counterreformism,
on condition that revo l u t i o n a ry intern a-
tionalist Marxism unifies with the prole-
tarians giving them a flag and a program
to fight fo r, putting in their hands the
conditions for victory, helping them to
set free from the present leaderships. 

This new period will only be defined
in favour of the proletarians if , grouping
their ranks under the program of the
socialist revo l u t i o n , t h ey manage to
s o l ve the crisis of their revo l u t i o n a ry
leadership. 

2 1 .We are, t h e re fo re, at the begi n-
ning of a new peri o d, t h at will

be defined histori c a l ly in the altern at ive
“either socialism or barbarism”; either
c o m munism or fa s c i s m : either the social
wo rld revolution advances; or in the
n ext period one or some imperi a l i s t
p owe rs will find their way out of the cri-
sis dep riving the others from their
s p h e res of infl u e n c e, a question that , a s
we have said ab ove, will open the pat h
t owa rds a wo rld war that is, to fa s c i s m
and barbarism. 

B u t , we insist, this is a histor i c a l
alternative. Nothing is yet resolved. The
n ew period has alre a dy started and its
results will be solved in the current and
oncoming conv u l s i o n s , in the cl a s h e s
b e t ween revolution and counterrevo l u-
tion in the world arena of class struggle.

The pro l e t a ri at has always had the last
wo rd. Contra ry to (the economic assessor
of the Soviet Wo rker State at the begi n-
ning of the 20’s , t h at the finance cap i t a l
p a rasites are studying today) Ko n d ra-
t i e ff’s cl a i m s , the economic crisis neither
d evelops nor re s o l ves itself along the
a u t o m atic laws of economy; in this impe-
rialist ep o ch , the economic crisis ge t s
re s o l ved and defined in the wo rld arena of
class stru gg l e, in the confro n t at i o n
b e t ween revo l u t i o n , c o u n t e rrevolution and
wa r. For that re a s o n , the pro l e t a ri at has
and will have the last wo rd also in this
p e riod that has start e d. The result of the
s t ru ggle will be defined in favor of the
p ro l e t a ri at as long as it can surpass its cur-
rent leaderships and build up, under the
c o m b at and the historical conv u l s i o n s , a n
i n t e rn ational revo l u t i o n a ry leadership abl e
to lead it to take the powe r. •
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THE REFORMIST LEADERSHIPS CAN MAKE NO
MORE “REFORMS” OUT OF THE MISERABLE
CRUMBS THE BOSSES HAND OUT WE ARE
FACING “COUNTERREFORMST” PERIOD

In 1922, after the Fi rst Wo rld Wa r,
Tro t s ky said: “ When the bourge o i s i e
re s o rted after the war to throwing sops
to the wo rking cl a s s , the conciliat o rs
o b s e q u i o u s ly conve rted these sops into
re fo rms (the 8-hour day, u n e m p l oy m e n t
i n s u ra n c e, and so on); and discove red –
amid the ruins – the era of re fo rm i s m .
To d ay the bourgeoisie has passed ove r
to a counter- o ffe n s ive all along the line,
and even the London Times – a super-
c apitalist daily – re fe rs with alarm to
c apitalist “ B o l s h ev i k s .” The curre n t
ep o ch is the ep o ch of counter-
re fo rm i s m .” (Leon Tro t s ky. The Fi rs t
Five Ye a rs of the Commu n i s t
I n t e rn ational - Volume 1- “ R ep o rt on
the Wo rld Economic Crisis and the New
Tasks of the Communist Intern ational -
Second Session”, June 2 1921)

We can ap p ly this definition to the
c u rrent situation. The bourgeoisie can
no longer throw some crumbs to the

p ro l e t a ri at now and then so that the
reformist leaderships are able to present
these crumbs as ´reforms´ or ´victories´
to contain the stru ggle of the masses.
Now, facing this global crisis the impe-
rialist bourgeoisie has launched fe ro-
cious offensive against the world prole-
t a ri at. Far from delive ring ch a ri t y,
i m p e rialism has to rob even the most
small and elementary gains won by the
wo rking class during almost two cen-
turies of struggles. We are effectively in
the epoch of counter-reformism.

THE CRISIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
LEADERSHIP DEEPENS AND WORSEN, BUT SO
TOO ARE THE OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS
SHARPENING FOR THE REFOUNDATION OF
BOLSHEVISM

We have seen how, in the ra c e
between the crisis and the attack of the
b o u rgeoisie on one hand, and the
response of the masses on the other.
The bl ows of the crisis fo l l ow one
another as the waves of a tsunami,
t h re atening with a global dep re s s i o n .
The masses have begun to fight back

taking up the counter-offensive,
N ow under these conditions this

transitory situation can only be resolved
in the interests of the ex p l o i t e rs or in
the interests of the wo rld pro l e t a ri at .
Thus the crisis of revolutionary leader-
ship goes deeper and deeper.

The wo rld pro l e t a ri at enters this
new period held back by the long crisis
of leadership that has been unre s o l ve d
for decades. But at the same time, there
a re “ ex c eptional ep o chs in History ”
such as we are experiencing , periods of
gre at historic conv u l s i o n s , wh i ch
scorch the ground under the feet of the
re fo rm i s t s , and allow Bolshevism to
come to life aga i n , b reaking with its
isolation and once more able to find its
way to the masses.

In the new period that is opening,
the proletarians and their struggles will
give revo l u t i o n a ries thousands of
o p p o rtunities for re a ching to the mass-
es.  But this will only be possible on
condition that the intern at i o n a l i s t
Trotskyists, still a subjective rather than
objective factor in the world proletarian
va n g u a rd as we explain below, do not
d i s a rm our strat egies or our progra m ,
and step up our fight for an
I n t e rn ational confe rence of pri n c i p l e d
Tro t s kyists and revo l u t i o n a ry wo rke r
o rga n i z at i o n s , a new Zimmerwa l d -
Kienthal of the 21st century.

IN THE MIDST OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC
CRISIS AND OF THE CRISIS OF THE PRESENT
REGIME OF IMPERIALIST DOMINANCE,
IMPERIALISM AND ALL THE BOURGEOISIES
HAVE RECRUITED ALL THE AVAILABLE FORCES
OF THE LABOR ARISTOCRACIES AND
BUREAUCRACIES TO TRY TO MAKE THE
MASSES PAY FOR THIS CRISIS

We are in the midst of the Wo rl d
economic crisis, facing also the crisis of
i m p e rialist wo rld domination. Th e

IN THE NEW HISTORIC PERIOD THAT HAS BEGAN

THE CRISIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
LEADERSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT HAS

DEEPENED AND WORSENED

Lugo, Morales, Lula, Correa and Chávez at the World Social Forum in Belém do Pará, Brasil, January 2009

Document of the Leninist Trotskyist Fraction, originally published in “El Organizador Obrero Internacional” # 12 - Part 2 - May 2009,
and approved by the Foundation Congress of the ILT F, in July, 2009.
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World working class has begun to orga-
n i ze in a countero ffe n s ive fo rm at i o n .
The inter- i m p e rialist disputes are in
h e ating up and their ge n e ral staffs dis-
cuss different plans to resolve the crisis.
But there is one thing that they agre e
o n : it is necessary to re c ruit ab s o l u t e ly
all the fo rces of the labor ari s t o c ra c i e s
and bureaucracies, with all their unions
and parties around the world, in order to
s u p p o rt imperialist ru l e, and preve n t
a ny ch a l l e n ge from a pro l e t a rian revo-
lution -specially in the very heart of the
i m p e rialist countries- and so guara n t y
the masses will pay for the crisis.

At the same time imperialism is also
utilizing its fascist age n t s , as alre a dy
exist in Boliv i a , or in prep a ration in
Italy, and in Palestine with the ferocious
at t a ck of its Zionist-fascist age n t
against the Palestinian masses. Th e
t re a ch e rous leaderships of the lab o r
a ri s t o c racies and bu re a u c racies have
established a new pact analogous to the
“ S t a l i n - L aval Pact”; an open policy of
class collaboration to guarantee that the
wo rld pro l e t a ri at and the ex p l o i t e d
masses will be surely kept submitted to
the “ d e m o c rat i c ” i m p e ri a l i s t s , to the
“ p rogre s s ive ” b o u rge o i s i e s , and to the
“anti-imperialist” bosses and military in
the semi-colonial world.

This infamous role played by the
unions and parties of the labor ari s t o c-
racies and bureaucracies is now crystal
clear in Pa l e s t i n e, in Gre e c e, in Fra n c e
and its colonies, in the UK, US, all over
Latin America, particularly in Cuba, as
we have demonstrated both in Part I and
the present Pa rt II of The Intern at i o n a l
Wo rker Orga n i zer Nº 12 (Spanish ve r-
sion) and the present issue of Th e
I n t e rn ational Wo rker Orga n i ze r
(English version 2).

THE REAGROUPING OF THE TREACHEROUS
REFORMIST LEADERSHIPS -UNDER NEW
DISGUISES- TO PLAY THEIR ROLE IN THE NEW
PERIOD HAS BEGUN

N ow in this period of counter-
re fo rm when the bu re a u c ra cy cannot
o ffer any more crumbs as ´re fo rm s ́
they have to act more and more openly
as strikebreakers.  Thus the treacherous
and reformist leaderships are more and
more exposed before the masses as the
t ra i t o rs they are. Th at ’s why we are
attending today a regrouping of the
leadership of the world labor movement
under new disguises to better prep a re
them in the new conditions to go on

playing their role of making the masses
p ay for the crisis and of re s c u i n g
bankrupt capitalist imperialism.

The imperialist bourgeoisie is fully
conscious that in the eyes of the va n-
g u a rd the social democratic and
Stalinist parties have lost most of their
l egi t i m a cy. The traditional Socialist
Pa rties and Communist Pa rties - espe-
c i a l ly throughout imperialist Europe -
h ave had many splits and cre ated a
number of “ n ew ” o ff s p ri n g. Th e
E u ropean Socialist Pa rties have been
the alternative parties in their imperial-
ist governments for the last 30 years. In
the ‘ 8 0 s , it was Mitterrand in Fra n c e,
Felipe Gonzalez in Spain, Pap a n d re o u
and the PASOK in Greece who carried
on the Reaga n i t e - Th at ch e rite at t a ck on
the masses. Then again in 1989, t h e
social democratic parties altern ated in
government with the conservative “neo-
liberal” governments, making the worst
at t a cks against the wo rking class and
promoting wars of conquest in the semi
colonial wo rl d, s u ch as the Spanish
P S O E , the German Social Democrat s ,
the Fre n ch and Belgian SPs, the New
Labor of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown
in UK, the Italian Democratic Pa rty in
the “Olive” government and then that of
Prodi.

For their part , the Commu n i s t
Parties in Europe are the heart and soul
of the labor bureaucracy that forces the
“ reg u l at i o n i s t ” Social Pacts on the
masses, forming coalitions with imperi-
alist gove rnments to advance on wo rk-
ing class ga i n s , and acting as open
strikebreakers.

Th u s , for example Rifo n d a z i o n e
C o munista in Italy (inside wh i ch the
m a j o rity of the Tro t s kyist re n ega d e s
we re cohabiting until re c e n t ly) wa s
o p e n ly a part in the imperialist Pro d i
administration that downloaded the cost
of the crisis onto the shoulders of the
masses and sent imperialist troops to
L ebanon under the UNO “ u m b re l l a ” .
The French CP is the heart of the union
bu re a u c ra cy that goes on nego t i at i n g
with Sarkozy how to make the working
class pay for the crisis, while containing
the masses through ineffe c t ive 24 hour
strikes and preventing them from orga-
nizing an indefinite ge n e ral stri ke to
throw out Sarkozy and leave the imperi-
alist regime of the 5t h R ep u blic in
ruins. The CP bu re a u c ra cy refuses to
unite the heroic occupations of factories
and the taking of bosses as hostage s
t h at have terro ri zed the Fre n ch bour-
geoisie, deliberately isolating one group

of fighters from the other.
The Spanish CP is pra c t i c a l ly an

ap p e n d age of the imperialist gove rn-
ment of Rodriguez Zap at e ro and a
faithful subject to “His Majesty the
King” whom the CP supports uncondi-
t i o n a l ly in their oppression of the
Basque people. And the Greek CP, a s
we have already seen, backs the govern-
ment of Karamanlis and its regime of
a l t e rn ating with the PA S O K , a c t i n g
arrogantly as a strikebreaker against the
rebellious youth and the masses.

M o re ove r, Stalinism has over its
head the stigma of having surre n d e re d
the fo rmer wo rker states to cap i t a l i s t
re s t o ration and to crown it all, n ow in
L atin A m e ri c a , it is getting re a dy to
c o n s u m m ate the re s t o ration of cap i t a l-
ism in Cuba. The re c e n t ly conve n e d
Summit of the A m e ricas completely
u n m a s ked the Monica Lew i n s ky - s t y l e
servility towards Obama, not only of all
the “ B o l iva rian bourge o i s i e s ” but also
of the openly re s t o rationist Castro i t e
bu re a u c ra cy. Raul Castro spoke for the
bureaucracy when he returned the smile
and hint of nego t i ation from the US
president, saying that they are ready to
n ego t i ate eve ry t h i n g, eve ry wh e re, a ny-
t i m e. So bl atant was his eage rness to
please that they had to pick that semi-
c o rpse of Fidel out of his coffin to
“clarify” matters saying that “Raul had
made an involuntary mistake”, because
he had “ fo rgo t t e n ” to say that there
would not be any “ l i b e ration of the
political pri s o n e rs ” but rather an
“exchange” for the Cuban Five impris-
oned in the US.

In Pa l e s t i n e, Stalinism is doubly a
traitor, as it subordinates the Palestinian
wo rke rs and resistance fi g h t e rs to both
Fatah and Hamas, while the “ I s ra e l i ”
CP is a straightforwardly Zionist party.

FACING THE CRISIS AND THE FAILING
LEGITIMACY OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND
COMUNIST PARTIES, THE IMPERIALISM
BOURGEOISIE NEEDS THE RENEGADES OF
TROTSKYISM MORE THAN EVER

Facing this situat i o n , i m p e ri a l i s m
and the wo rld bourgeoisie need more
than ever the fake Trotskyists to contain
and strangle the mass reb e l l i o u s n e s s
and revo l u t i o n a ry processes that could
e m e rge from the current cri s i s , e s p e-
c i a l ly those in the imperialist powe rs ,
just as Social democracy and Stalinism
did in the global revolutionary upsurge
of 1968-74. These tra i t o rs are no long
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sufficient for this task as they have pay
for their treacherous role in the interests
of imperialism earning the suspicion or
hatred of the masses.  

I m p e rialism and the bourge o i s i e s
need the Tro t s kyist re n egades to
takeover this role to sell out the masses
in the rebellious Fre n ch colonies, i n
i m p e rialist Euro p e, in the US wh e re
sooner or later the pacifi s t - d e m o c rat i c
illusions in Obama are sure to dissipate.
Th ey have also been re c ruited to pro-
vide the supporting role for discredited
Stalinism and Castroism in Lat i n
America, where they acted on behalf of
the bourgeoisies to suppress the
E c u a d o ri a n , A rge n t i n e a n , B o l ivian rev-
olutions. Th ey played the same role to
suppress the anti-imperialist fight of the
Venezuelan masses, they helped to keep
the Brazilian wo rking class submitted
and tied up hands and feet under Lula,
and they support the Castroite bu re a u-
cracy that is taking the lead in contain-
ing the revolution on the sub-continent
in order to have its hands free to finish
the restoration of capitalism in Cuba.

TO FULFIL ITS ROLE AS THE SAVIOUR OF
BANKRUPT IMPERIALIST CAPITALIST, BY
CONTAINING THE THREAT OF REVOLUTION,
THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM PREPARES ITSELF
FOR ITS COUNTER-REFORMIST TASK

An expression of this process is the
re - c o n fi g u ration of the Wo rld Social
Forum, which had in late January, 2007
its annual meeting in Belem do Para, in
n o rt h e rn Bra z i l , s h owing its ability to
ch a n ge it fe at u res to better fulfill its
counter-revolutionary role.  

This meeting was attended by the

N G O s , used by the diffe rent imperi a l-
ists and their monopolies to corrupt and
buy the wo rker leaderships within that
fo ru m , the Castroite bu re a u c ra cy,
Stalinism in its different colors and the
Tro t s kyist re n egades. But while up to
that point the fake Trotskyists had been
performing the role of left cover for the
S t a l i n i s t s , Social Democra cy and the
union bu re a u c racies within the W S F,
today these renegades have gone to the
centre, to become one of the main sup-
ports of the World Social Forum allow-
ing it to fulfill its counter-revolutionary
tasks. 

The presence of the “ B o l iva ri a n ”
presidents at the Belem WSF, who paid
“an homage to the Cuban Revo l u t i o n ”
on its 60th anniversary and chanted arm
in arm the “Hasta siempre c o m a n -
dante…”, had as a central objective the
legitimizing of the Castroite bureaucra-
cy wh i ch is prep a ring to finish the
re s t o ration of capitalism in Cuba hand
in hand with Obama and French imperi-
alism. The latter has made big inve s t-
ments in Cuba in the form of joint-ven-
t u res with the Castroite bu re a u c ra cy,
taking adva n t age of the pre o c c u p at i o n
of the Bush administration with wars in
Afghanistan and Ira q , to take some
profitable stakes in what used to be the
t raditional US “ b a ckya rd ” – L at i n
America.

In Belem there we re not only the
B razilian central unions (the offi c i a l
CUT, and the old yellow bureaucrats of
Fuerza Sindical and CGT) as well as
other union bu re a u c racies of the
A m e rican Continent, but also the W S F
the ELAC (a supposedly “anti-imperial-
i s t ” gat h e ring of all the “ c o m b at ive ”
unions from Nort h , C e n t ral and South

A m e ri c a , NT) and the “ o p p o s i t i o n i s t ”
Brazilian CONLUTAS (under the lead-
e rship of the Morenoite LIT and its
B razilian PSTU). Another item on the
s e c ret agenda of the Belem WSF wa s
how to keep the Latin American work-
ing class submitted to the national bour-
ge o i s i e s , t h at is to the popular front as
in Bolivia and Bra z i l , to class collab o-
ration governments like that of Chavez,
and to the “Bolivarian” governments of
the sub-continent at a time when all of
them were, and are, launching ferocious
at t a cks against the masses to make
them pay the cost of the cri s i s , with a
wave of mass layo ff s , wo rk suspen-
s i o n s , wage cuts and a unstoppabl e
increase in the cost of living.

UNDER THE ORDERS OF THE WSF AND THE
TROTSKYIST RENEGADES IN LATIN AMERICA,
“NEW ANTICAPITALIST PARTIES” ARE
MUSHROOMING; THEY HAVE TAKEN THE ROLE
OF THE DELEGITIMATED SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
AND STALINISM

The meeting in Belem do Pa ra wa s
also the key to building and strengthen-
ing the new “ m e d i at o rs ” with a centra l
role played by the Trotskyist renegades.
Th u s , within the WSF in Belem an
i n t e rn ational confe rence was conve n e d
of the “ n ew anticapitalist left” h e a d e d
by the PSOL of Brazil (Mandelites) and
the Fre n ch LCR wh i ch was about to
found the NPA (New A n t i c ap i t a l i s t
Pa rty). Th at confe rence was also
attended by the Pakistani LPP, t h e
“ S i n i s t ra Cri t i c a ” of Italia, the MST
( Wo rker Socialist Movement) of
A rge n t i n a , S y riza-Synaspismos of
G re e c e, the Left Bloc of Po rt u ga l , t h e

Founding Congress of the “New Anticapitalist
Party” in France, February 2009 (left).
Besancenot, leader of the French NAP, in Tel Aviv
(above)
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C atalonian fraction of the Spanish
I z q u i e rda Unida, and the Intern at i o n a l
Socialist Orga n i z ation (ISO) of US,
among others.

These “ n ew anticapitalist part i e s ”
– wh i ch are anything but “ n ew”- are
playing the same role in Europe, in the
US and elsewhere, the same role played
all the reformists in Latin America dur-
ing the first five years of the 21st centu-
ry. Th at is, d ive rt i n g, containing and
fi n a l ly smothering the revo l u t i o n a ry
s t ru ggle of the masses, and defe at i n g
the left wing of the proletariat. They are
n ew “ m e d i at o rs ” t h at are prep a ring to
contain the radicalization of the worker
and youth va n g u a rd that we have
already seen in Greece, in Guadeloupe,
in Mart i n i q u e, G u ya n a , and other
Fre n ch imperi a l i s m ’s colonies, as we l l
as France itself. 

But the imperialist bourge o i s i e s
have put the Trotskyist renegades PSTU
and PSOL from Brazil as well as those
of Ve n e z u e l a , A rgentina and the wh o l e
of Latin A m e rica in ch a rge of bu i l d i n g
these new mediators in Europe. It is no
accident that they put at the head of this
delicate task those Trotskyist renegades
that have already “passed the test”, i.e.,
t h at have alre a dy demonstrated their
ability to smother revolutions, expropri-
ate the anti-imperialist stru ggle of the
m a s s e s , s u p p o rt popular front gove rn-
ments like that of Morales, or class col-
l ab o rationist ones with some “ b o u r-
geois nat i o n a l i s t ” color as that of
Chavez, etc.

Th ey use these re n egades to super-
vise the building up of the new anticap-
italist parties and to direct and train the
E u ropean Tro t s kyist re n egades who do
not have the same ex p e rience as their
L atin A m e rican colleag u e s , d e s p i t e
popular candidates in France winning
m a ny votes in the elections. Th at is
because   there have been no revo l u-
tions in Europe for the last 30 years. So
c o n fident is the wo rld bourgeoisie that
the Latin A m e rican re n egades are suit-
ed for their role as “ t ra i n e rs ” t h at all
these “ a n t i c ap i t a l i s t ” E u ropean part i e s
will meet again this June in Bra z i l
under the direction of the PSOL.
Meeting there again will also be the
Pakistani LPP, the Cuban CP, t h e
M exican EZLN (the “ Z ap at i s t a s ” ) , t h e
PSUV of Venezuela, the Bolivian MAS
and the bu re a u c ra cy of the Boliv i a n
( C e n t ral Union) COB, the A rge n t i n e a n
M S T, among others , in a seminar pre-
p a red to “ d eb ate the new situat i o n , t h e

impact of the economic crisis and the
responses and initiatives from the left in
Latin America and the World”, accord-
ing to the statement made by the PSOL. 

So in Fra n c e, behind its “ re d ” s l o-
gans –e. g. “nique le cap i t a l i s m e ! ”
( “ f u ck capitalism!”) and “ for a new
May of ‘68”- the recently founded NPA
( “ N ew A n t i c apitalist Pa rty”) wants to
contain the most combat ive sectors of
the worker youth from the “Citès” (the
poor outskirts of Pa ri s , NT) who in
2005 and 2006 revolted against the
regime shouting: “ L e t ’s make eve ry
night a Baghdad in Pa ri s ! ”. Not only
t h i s , the NPA also aims to contain the
most politically conscious sectors of the
working class in the French imperialist
metropolis. 

But the fact is that this NPA, in spite
of the popularity enjoyed by its ch i e f
p u blic fi g u re Olivier Besancenot,
whom the media call “the Tro t s ky i s t
p o s t m a n ” , in spite of having 10,000
regi s t e red members , has not been abl e
to prevent or stop the fa c t o ry occupa-
tions and holding bosses as hostage s .
This shows that the party isn’t yet reli-
able enough in the eyes of the Fre n ch
i m p e rialist bourgeoisie to function as
an effe c t ive mediator in containing the
core of the French proletariat.

What is, then, the role played by the
NPA in France at the moment? It is that
of occupying the vacant position left by
the Fre n ch Socialist Pa rty wh i ch is in
disarray and completely exposed before
the masses. Th at is, the NPA is useful
for now for the task of cap t u ring the
d i s e n chantment of many laye rs of
wo rke rs and youth who have bro ke n
with the FSP and the FCP, and cam-
paigning to win the votes of these sec-
t o rs in the elections. Meanwhile the
N PA also serves the FCP-led union
bu re a u c ra cy of the CGT by support i n g
it in its role of guaranteeing that the
militant fighting Fre n ch pro l e t a ri at , i s
i s o l ated fa c t o ry from fa c t o ry, bl o ck i n g
the way to a political general strike, i.e.,
to a “new French May of ‘68”.

A NEW “BATCH” OF SOCIAL-CHAUVINISTS

These new “ a n t i c apitalist part i e s ”
t ogether with other va riants of the
Tro t s kyist re n ega d e s , as for instance,
the Lambertite current in Fra n c e, c o n-
stitute a batch of social-chauvinist par-
ties that pick up the wo rst f e at u res of
both Stalinism and social democra cy.
From Stalinism they copy the strategies

of supporting the “democratic” imperi-
alists, the two-stage revolution “theory”
and the “peaceful road to socialism”.
From social democra cy they take its
open social-chauvinism and its extreme
electoralism.

They fit exactly Lenin’s 1915 defini-
tion of the social-chauvinists:

“… (they are) proven to be social-
chauvinists, i.e., socialists in words, but
chauvinists in deeds, who are helping
"their own" bourgeoisie to rob other
c o u n t ries and enslave other nat i o n s . “
( V. I. Lenin, O p p o rtunism and the
C o l l apse of the Second Intern at i o n a l,
P u blished for the fi rst time in Germ a n
in January 1916)

Th at ’s why the Fre n ch bourge o i s i e
and the imperialist regime of the 5th
R ep u blic called on the Fre n ch NPA to
play an overtly social-imperialistic role
a short time after it was founded. A few
d ays after its pro cl a m ation as the NPA
this party and its leader Besancenot
we re ve ry busy running all over the
place to fulfill their role in the Antilles.
Th e re, these “socialists in wo rd s ”
p roved to be “ chauvinists in deeds”,
helping to betray the general strike and
preventing the start of the colonial revo-
lution for the price of miserable 200œ
per head. They proved to be very useful
in helping “ t h e i r ” b o u rgeoisie to
e n s l ave and plunder other people’s
“ fat h e rl a n d s ” , g u a ranteeing the conti-
nuity of the colonial ru l e, as we have
a l re a dy explained in Pa rt I of the
I n t e rn ational Wo rker Orga n i ze r. (El
Organizador Obrero Internacional #2).

As early as 1915, Lenin defi n e d
cl e a rly the economic nat u re of social-
chauvinism. He said: “The bourgeoisie
of a l l the big powe rs are waging the
war to divide and exploit the world, and
oppress other nations. A few crumbs of
the bourgeoisie's huge profits may come
the way of the small group of lab o u r
bu re a u c rat s , l abour ari s t o c rat s , a n d
p e t t y - b o u rgeois fe l l ow - t rave l l e rs .
S o c i a l - chauvinism and oppor t u n i s m
h ave the same class basis, n a m e ly, t h e
alliance of a small section of privileged
wo rke rs with "their" national bour -
geoisie against the working-class mass -
es; the alliance between the lackeys of
the bourgeoisie and the bourge o i s i e
aga i n s t the class the latter is ex p l o i t -
ing.” And he continued: “Opportunism
and social-chauvinism have the same
political content , n a m e ly, class collab -
oration, repudiation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, repudiation of revolu -
t i o n a ry action, unconditional accep -
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tance of bourgeois lega l i t y, c o n fi d e n c e
in the bourgeoisie and lack of confi -
dence in the pro l e t a ri at .” And he
crowned that with the following reflec-
t i o n : “ S o c i a l - chauvinism is oppor -
tunism in its finished fo rm. It is quite
ripe for an open, f re q u e n t ly vulga r,
alliance with the bourgeoisie and the
ge n e ral staff s .” ( L e n i n , o p . c i t . , o u r
emphasis).

Lenin’s words written almost a cen-
t u ry ago accurat e ly describe the
Trotskyist renegades of the French NPA
and their colleagues in some other
c o u n t ries. We know that the LCR –the
Fre n ch NPA’s pre d e c e s s o r- openly
renounced the struggle for the proletari-
an dictatorship. We have seen the LCR
condemning the revolutionary action of
the wo rker youth of the cités and safe-
g u a rding the bourgeois legality of the
i m p e rialist 5t h R ep u bl i c. Now in
Guadeloupe, we see Besancenot, along
with the leaders and public fi g u res of
the NPA’s sister part i e s , the Lutte
O u v ri è re and the Lambertite PT in the
A n t i l l e s , act as the lackeys of “ t h e i r ”
i m p e rialist bourgeoisie wh i ch is ro b-
bing and enslaving the exploited masses
in the Antilles. It is very clear now that
all of these parties have become openly
s o c i a l - chauvinist parties. Th ey are
a l re a dy re a dy to make a pact with the
b o u rge o i s i e, as Alain Krivine himself
recognized, when asserting that they are
ready to enter the French government as
long as they are not forced into a coali-
tion with the discredited Socialist party.

Not a day passes without the

“ Tro t s ky i s t ” re n egades in France and
the rest of imperialist countries proving
t h at they have become open social-
chauvinist currents. As early as 2002
we saw Alain Krivine – then a “ E u ro -
d ep u t y ” i . e. a rep re s e n t at ive of the
Fre n ch LCR in the Euro p e a n
“ Pa rl i a m e n t ” , t raveling to Palestine to
tell the Palestinian masses that they
should accept the “two states” plan. We
s aw him again in 2004, voting in the
EU “parliament” in favor of the imperi-
alist “Road Map ” for “ s o l v i n g ” t h e
Palestinian question. To d ay when the
ruins of the Gaza Strip are still emitting
t oxic fumes after the genocidal at t a ck
of the Zionist State; when the corp s e s
of the Palestinian women, children and
o t h e rs are still being counted, we see
Besancenot and the rest of the candi-
d ates from the Fre n ch NPA for this
ye a r ’s elections to the so-called
European “parliament” fully engaged in
their electoral campaign. Th ey loudly
p ro claim “ p e a c e ” and “ t wo stat e s ” n o t
only in the West Bank and in the Gaza
S t rip but also in Tel Av iv wh e re they
made a joint declaration with allegedly
“pacifist” Zionist organizations, saying:
“ The campaign for the European elec -
tions would be a part i c u l a rly sensitive
occasion to demand political, e c o n o m -
ic, sport, diplomatic and cultural sanc -
tions against Isra e l , s t a rting with the
i m m e d i ate suspension of the associa -
tion between the European Union and
Israel, for as long as the latter does not
agree to intern ational juri s p ru d e n c e
and to the UNO resolutions”. Pure and

overt social-chauvinism!
The “ Tro t s ky i s t ” re n egades have

become the public defenders of French
i m p e rialism and its zones of infl u e n c e.
Sarkozy had not finished his tour of the
fo rmer Fre n ch colonies in the Magreb
and Black A f rica when the A l ge ri a n
ge n e ral elections we re held. We know
t h at in 2004 the Lambertites of the
A l ge rian PT and Mandelites of the
A l ge rian PST part i c i p ated in the elec-
tions and got some rep re s e n t at ives in
the congress and/or the councils.  In
this way they supported and gave some
l egi t i m a cy to the fe rocious Fre n ch
i m p e rialist cro ny dictat o rship of
B o u t e fl i k a , at the same time that the
m a j o rity of the A l ge rian wo rking cl a s s
and exploited masses abstained fro m
participating in the fraudulent elections.
This time, the renegades in Algeria have
d ivided the job between themselve s .
The Lambertite PT and its candidat e
Louise Hanouni stood on their slate in
the fraudulent presidential elections of
Ap ril 9, won… surp rise!... by
B o u t e flika himself with 91% of the
votes (a most scandalous fra u d, s i n c e
the masses abstained even more than in
2004). This time the Mandelite PST did
not offer to stand and called for absten-
tion. Hence they placed themselves a
little more to the left, after having sup-
ported and given legitimacy to the pro-
Fre n ch dictat o rship for decades. Th e i r
intention is now to prep a re themselve s
for containing the rising ra d i c a l i z at i o n
of the wo rke rs and exploited yo u t h ,
wh i ch is ove r wh e l m i n g ly unemploye d,
expelled from education and unskilled
because of lack of resources, and fed-up
with the bl o o dy state rep ression. Not
even a week goes by without a revo l t
e rupting in one or other A l ge rian tow n
and city, especially in the Berber region
of Kaby l i a , in the same way that their
class bro t h e rs and sisters rose up in
2005 and 2006 in the French Cités.  

This final dege n e ration of rev i s i o n-
ism and opportunism of the re n ega d e
Fo u rth Intern ational into social-ch a u v i n-
i s m , i . e. , s o c i a l - i m p e ri a l i s m ,p rove s , as if
it we re necessary, t h at imperialism has
caused at the start of the 21s t c e n t u ry,
t h rough the liquidation of the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn ational and the passing of the
m a j o rity of its fo rces to the camp of
re fo rm i s m , a new split in Socialism. A s
Lenin said “Unity with the social-ch a u -
vinists means unity with one's "ow n "
n ational bourge o i s i e, wh i ch exploits oth -
er nations; it means splitting the intern a -
tional pro l e t a ri at .” ( L e n i n , o p . c i t . )

France: Caterpiller plant in Grenoble, occupied by its workers
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THE LAWS OF HISTORY ARE STRONGER THAN
ANY APPARTUS: NEW BREAKS AND SPLIS
HAVE BEGUN AMONG THE TROTSKYIST
RENEGADES AND MANY MORE ARE IN THE
WORKS

We have seen up to here how the
t re a ch e rous leaders h i p s , the “ i n t e l l i-
ge n t ” re fo rmists and oppor t u n i s t s
re c o n fi g u re themselves in the rush to
win new places wh e re they can fulfi l l
their role of containing and stra n g l i n g
the struggle of the masses and the revo-
l u t i o n a ry development of the pro l e t a ri-
an vanguard under the conditions of the
new period.

But this wo n ’t be a rosy road fo r
these leaderships. As we have said, the
c o nv u l s ive conditions of sudd e n
ch a n ges of this new period that pro-
duces and sharpens the conditions of
the ep o ch of wa rs , c ri s e s , revo l u t i o n s
and counter- revolutions wo n ’t let them
live in peace and will necessarily make
them break at eve ry step. As Tro t s ky
s a i d, the laws of History are stro n ge r
than any apparatus, and now in the peri-
od that is underway, we have alre a dy
seen these laws act with all their inex-
o rable power in the same way they
operated strongly in 1989.

We are ex p e riencing the fi rs t
episodes of these breaks. Th u s , i n
E n g l a n d, the UK SWP has been shake n
by expulsions and splits. After losing a
section of its leadership and member-
ship that left for the “ R e s p e c t ” c o a l i t i o n
led by the Lab o rite Galloway, an orga n i-
z ation founded and controlled by the
S W P, the SWP histori c a l ly unmovabl e
“ i ro n ” CC has just split in two wings,
one led by Rees and the other by
Callinicos. In the midst of this bre a k , a
faction of members has emerged that
demands “ i n t e rnal democra cy”. Th e
p rogra m m atic positions of the diffe re n t
factions are not at all cl e a r, as is usual in
a split in a thoro u g h ly re fo rmist part y.

What is progressive about this fact is
the break itself, and the new stru gg l e s
of tendencies and factions that are shat-
tering these old conservative apparatus-
es. Because those fe rocious fights and
clashes among tendencies and fa c t i o n s
in the intern ational Marxist move m e n t
is the best cultural medium for at least
some tendencies, groups and currents to
b egin to make an evolution from ri g h t
to left.  This is proven by the experience
of those that belong to the FLT: all of us
are children and come from the burst of

M o re n o i s m , L o ra i s m , and bra n ches of
B ritish or US Tro t s kyism. Under the
acute and conv u l s ive present condi-
t i o n s , the laws of History, sooner than
later, will also break up the French NPA
and the rest of  the “anti-capitalist” par-
t i e s , s q u e e zed between the pre s s u re of
the bourgeois states and regimes that
want them to play their role of stri ke-
breakers to the end, and the pressure of
the legitimate and just demands of their
own rank and file and of the radicalized
l aye rs of wo rker and youth that joined
these parties thinking that they we re
t rue revo l u t i o n a ry parties that wo u l d
carry them to revolution and the seizing
of power.

CENTRISM IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR
OF OUR EPOCH

Now, the WSF, the treacherous lead-
e rships and the re fo rmists have been
o bl i ged to re - i nvent themselves and to
put new barri e rs in front of the masses
to prevent them mounting an effe c t ive
c o u n t e r- o ffe n s ive to imper i a l i s m ’s
o ffe n s ive.  The genocide against the
Palestinian masses in Gaza by the
Z i o n i s t - fascist State of Isra e l , on one
side, and on the other, the emergence of
revo l u t i o n a ry uprisings like that in
G u a d e l o u p e, t o d ay rep resent the two
opposite poles of the wo rld situation –
of counterrevolution and of revolution -
t h at pre fi g u re new and decisive con-
frontations between the classes.

Out of these confro n t ations we see
h ow the fi rst and as yet incipient phe-
nomena of radicalization are beginning
to deve l o p , as laye rs of the wo rk i n g
class and the exploited masses begin to
turn leftwards, looking for a revolution-
a ry bre a k t h rough. These centrist phe-
nomena of the masses appear both
within the re s i s t a n c e, as in Pa l e s t i n e,
and within the revo l u t i o n a ry offe n s ive
in Guadeloupe wh e re the wo rke rs and
the exploited masses set up their stri ke
committees and their pickets. They also
appear in Fra n c e, as ex p ressed by the
wave of factory occupations. 

The emergence of centri s m , t h o u g h
reflecting the early stages of mass radi-
calization is a decisive question. 

Why? As Tro t s ky used to say once
and aga i n , c e n t rism is the most impor-
tant phenomenon of our ep o ch. A l l
those laye rs of wo rke rs and youth that
t u rn from right to left under the bl ow s
of the cri s i s , under the cap i t a l i s t
a s s a u l t s , amidst the heat of the con-

f ro n t ation between revolution and
c o u n t e rrevolution constitute that “ a c t u-
al revolutionary movement of the prole-
tariat” which Lenin said in “Left-Wing
C o m mu n i s m : An Infantile Disord e r ”,
was the movement without wh i ch
B o l s h evism can neither break its isola-
tion nor develop and find its way to the
masses.

That is because Bolshevism while a
necessary factor is not the decisive fac-
tor in a revolution. Histori c a l ly speak-
i n g, o n ly the masses and their revo l u-
tionary strength can be the decisive fac-
t o r, because if they are ab s e n t , t h e re is
no other power that can move the levers
of History.

B o l s h evism –and Tro t s ky i s m , i t s
living continuity - is nothing more than
a fraction of the international proletari-
at. The process of ra d i c a l i z at i o n , a n d
the emergence of centri s m , means that
it is our fraction of the world proletariat
i . e. , the most exploited and oppre s s e d
layers who first begin to enter the stage
– like the Black wo rke rs descended
from slaves, in Guadeloupe, Martinique
and Guyana, still under the bloodthirsty
colonial regimes of Fre n ch imperi a l-
ism; like the working class and exploit-
ed youth that eve ry week set a poor
rural village or a shantytown on fire in
Algeria, etc.

As Tro t s ky said, t h e re are in this
planet more reformists than revolution-
a ries; more compromising that uncom-
promising and committed fighters. That
is why exceptional times in History are
needed for revolutionaries to be able to
b reak out of our isolat i o n , wh i l e
re fo rmists begin to thrash about like
fish out of wat e r. The global economic
c risis and the fe s t e ring bankru p t cy of
c apitalism; the crisis in the imperi a l i s t
regime of domination; revolution and
c o u n t e rrevolution in a race to the end;
and the fi rst emerging phenomena of
the radicalization of the masses; all this
s h ows that we are at the beginning of
one of these “ ex c eptional times in
H i s t o ry ” in wh i ch we revo l u t i o n a ri e s
can conve rge and merge with our fra c-
tion of the wo rld pro l e t a ri at , fi g h t i n g
for the leadership of the whole of our
class to open the road to victory.

For the moment these still early
d evelopments are in many cases con-
tained by the reformist and opportunist
l e a d e rships such as the “ n ew
Anticapitalist parties”. But any leap for-
ward in the radicalization of the masses,
or the opening of two or three revo l u-
tions in the heart of Imperialist Europe
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will be a seve re bl ow to the “ n ew
Anticapitalist parties”, sharpening their
c o n t radictions and breaking them into
fragments.

The intern ationalist Tro t s kyists mu s t
i n t e rvene stro n g ly in the ra d i c a l i z at i o n
p rocess to prevent the dinosaurs of re n e-
gade Tro t s kyism dressed up in anti-cap i-
talist drag from demoralizing and
d e s t roying the new militant laye rs. It is
n e c e s s a ry to be infl ex i ble in our strat egy
and the progra m , not to cede an inch to
the opportunist and re fo rmist leader-
ships that are for the moment dive rt i n g
these laye rs. But at the same time, it is
n e c e s s a ry to re a ch out and talk with
those thousands of wo rke rs and yo u t h
t h at are seeking a revo l u t i o n a ry ro a d
and are tempora ri ly at t racted to the
ranks of those parties they alre a dy know
and wh i ch speak to them of “ a n t i - c ap i-
t a l i s m ” , “ s o c i a l i s m ” , “ Tro t s ky i s m ” , e t c.

Though we have never to forget that
c e n t rism is an episodic phenomenon,
lasting only briefly before fading away
or transforming itself in something else,
the centrism of the masses constitutes a
moment in their turn from right to left.
In the case of groups or curre n t s , t h e i r
c e n t rism means that they oscillate per-
m a n e n t ly between re fo rm and revo l u-
tion. Th e re fo re, in the period of
u p h e avals when the tendency is fo r
decisive clashes between revolution and
counterrevolution, these centrist groups
end up generally being swept away into
the dustbins of History.

Thus, to work on centrism in a revo-
l u t i o n a ry way, the fi rst condition is to
define the direction of the arrow: where
a re the given centrists going? To the
right? To the left? Once we know the
a n swe r, it is necessary to interve n e
a u d a c i o u s ly on these bre a k s , both on
the centrist phenomena of the masses
and on the groups and currents that are
evolving from right to left, with strat e-
gic intra n s i ge n cy and tactical fl ex i b i l i-
ty. This is an unavoidable condition for
i n t e rn ationalist Tro t s kyists to adva n c e
towards gathering of our forces interna-
tionally and to find a way to the masses.

BEWARE OF THE “INTELLIGENT” REFORMIST
WOLVES ARE DISGUISED AS “CENTRIST”
LAMBS

On one side of the road, to the “left”
of the “A n t i c apitalist part i e s ” a re a
number of groups and currents that
scramble for “reconstructing”, “reshap-
i n g ” or “ re fo rmu l at i n g ” the Fo u rt h

I n t e rn at i o n a l , c o nvening their “ i n t e rn a-
tional confe re n c e s ” , “ i n t e rn at i o n a l
coordinating meetings”, etc.

B ewa re of these booby traps! A l l
those groups and currents are wh at we
call “ i n t e l l i gent re fo rmists”. Th ey are
c ry s t a l l i zed centrist gro u p s , or tiny
n ational sects of Tro t s kyist re n ega d e s
t h at during the fi rst eight ye a rs of the
2 1s t c e n t u ry have been hanging fro m
the coattails of the WSF, or of the “anti-
g l o b a l i z at i o n ” m ovements. Th ey act as
the “fifth wheel of the cart” in the popu-
lar front and its counterrevo l u t i o n a ry
pacts in Latin A m e rica and the Midd l e
East.

By speaking of “ re c o n s t ructing the
Fo u rth Intern at i o n a l ” , c o nvening con-
fe rences in the name of Tro t s ky i s m ,
e t c. , all these groups aim to occupy
today the space that the Trotskyist rene-
gades left empty as they moved right to
o c c u py the spaces va c ated by social
democracy and Stalinism and fill it with
“ a n t i - c ap i t a l i s t ” p a rties. Howeve r, b o t h
kinds of these deceive rs of the masses
have to play their role under new condi-
tions of a left turn of large layers of the
m a s s e s , wh i ch are fighting the at t a ck s
of wh at they see instinctive ly and cor-
rectly their “enemy”, the exploiters.

These “ i n t e l l i gent re fo rm i s t s ” k n ow
that if they do not speak in a “Trotskyist
l a n g u age ” , ch atting about “the Fo u rt h
I n t e rn at i o n a l , e t c.” , t h ey would not be
able to play any significant role in con-
taining the mass radicalization process-
es in course. Therefore, they are prepar-
ing to occupy the space of the old social
d e m o c ra cy and Stalinism by cre at i n g
n ew gro u p s , holding new “ re u n i fi c a-
tion” conferences similar to the unprin-
cipled re u n i fi c ation of 1963.  Th e s e
“Reunifications” make no balance sheet
of past erro rs and betraya l s , with arro-
gant disrespect for revolutionary princi-
ples, and draw no revolutionary lessons
f rom the main developments of the
world class struggle!

In the ‘ 3 0 s , Tro t s ky ap t ly defi n e d
these “ i n t e l l i gent (astute, d e c e iv i n g )
re fo rm i s t s ” by say i n g : “ ( 8 ) … for the
f rightened re fo rm i s t s , who must now
disavow themselves, are ready to accept
the most “revolutionary” of formulas, if
only they are not obliged today to break
with the hy b ri d i t y, i rre s o l u t i o n , “ p a s -
sivity” which are natural to them. That
is why the stru ggle against the hidd e n
or masked opportunists must principal -
ly transport itself into the sphere of the
p ractical conclusions from revo l u t i o n -
a ry pro m i s e s .” (Leon Tro t s ky, Two

Articles On Centrism, February/March
1934)

These “practical conclusions from
revolutionary promises” are in short the
revolutionary lessons and program that
the “frightened reformists” are afraid of
drawing in front of the acid tests of the
world class struggle. The world class
struggles are the only valid tests that let
us define in the laboratory of the world
arena if a group or current are honest
fighters that are making a left turn,
seeking a way to Bolshevism, that is, to
a militant internationalism, or on the
contrary, they are “intelligent
reformists” disguised as “Trotskyists”. 

If they are honest fi g h t e rs seeking
the revolutionary truth and the best pro-
gram for the pro l e t a ri at to win, even if
t h ey have some wrong positions, t h ey
will enter direct and honest deb at e,
wanting to test their positions in the
acid tests of the wo rld class stru gg l e s .
H oweve r, if they are “ i n t e l l i ge n t
re fo rm i s t s ” t h ey will speak out ab o u t
“ p rogra m ” and “the part y ” , but they
won’t agree to debate the revolutionary
lessons to be drawn from these acid
tests. On Bolivia, they will be support-
e rs of Mora l e s ’ popular front. On the
war in Iraq, they will be the pacifists of
the WSF helping it to sellout the work-
e rs to the “ d e m o c rat i c ” i m p e rialists of
O b a m a , e t c.  On Colombia, t h ey will
h ave supported the deal betwe e n
Chavez, Uribe and the Castroite bureau-
cracy to crush the resistance, or to dis-
s o l ve the CRAF leadership. On
Argentina from the 2001-2002, they are
p a rt of the new “ p i cketer bu re a u c ra-
c i e s ” and the deals made against the
masses by “ l e f t ” union bu re a u c ra c i e s
and party leaders behind their back s .
On Cuba, they are the lackeys under the
orders of the Castroite bureaucracy.

As Tro t s ky said, in order to defi n e
“who is who”, and to verify “passports”
within the revo l u t i o n a ry move m e n t , a
vital tool is needed: “the progra m , t h e
p rogram and aga i n , the program”. But
as Tro t s ky also said, “ … The impor -
tance of a program does not lie so much
in the manner in wh i ch it fo rmu l at e s
ge n e ral theoretical concep t i o n s … ”
–the “intelligent reformists” limit them-
s e l ves to this fo rmal task- “ …it is to a
mu ch gre ater degree a question of
d rawing up the balance of the wo rl d
economic and political ex p e riences of
the last period, particularly of the rev -
o l u t i o n a ry stru ggles of the last five
ye a rs -- so ri ch in events and mis -
t a ke s.”( L . T. , “1. The Program of the
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I n t e rn ational Revolution or a Progra m
of Socialism in One Country ? ” in Th e
Th i rd Intern ational after Lenin- Th e
D raft Program of the Commu n i s t
I n t e rn at i o n a l : A Criticism of
Fundamentals, 1928 – our emphasis).

If a honest comrade dares to tell an
“ i n t e l l i gent re fo rm i s t ” t h at in order to
put in motion a tru ly revo l u t i o n a ry re -
gro u p m e n t , a tru ly intern ationalist one
of the healthy fo rces of Tro t s kyism at
an intern ational level it is necessary to
“draw up the balance of the world eco -
nomic and political ex p e riences of the
last period”, i.e. of the Palestinian revo-
lution and its defeat; of the wars on Iraq
and Afghanistan; of the Boliv i a n ,
A rge n t i n e a n , E c u a d o ri a n , e t c. revo l u-
tions; of the fraudulent “ B o l iva ri a n
Revolution”; of the subordination of the
US proletariat to Obama; and every oth-
er acid test that define, within life itself,
who is a revo l u t i o n a ry and who is
N OT… we l l , t h at honest comrade will
s u re ly get an hy s t e ric shriek in rep ly,
“So you have no program… you have
no program!!!” followed by a precipi-
tous flight on the part of the reformist in
question.

E ve ry b o dy who is incap able of
d rawing up the balance of the wo rl d
economic and political ex p e riences of
the last peri o d, will not be able to pre-
p a re for the new and conv u l s ive deve l-
opments that are looming, and will not
be able to pass the tests raised by of
these developments, of the new revolu-
t i o n s , the new wa rs and counterrevo l u-
t i o n s , the new deals signed against the
m a s s e s , the new bl ows of the cri s i s …
and mu ch less resist the “ s i ren songs”
of the popular fro n t , or fascist terro r.
These ch at t e re rs will go on shri e k i n g
hy s t e ri c a l ly about “ t h e ” p rogram and
“ t h e ” p a rty; they will convene their
c o n fe rences and meetings; they will
p ro claim each one “its ow n ”
I n t e rn at i o n a l , but will be all impotent,
and wh at is wo rs e, t h ey will be an
o b s t a cle in the path of the pro l e t a ri at
towards the revolution. 

TH E N E W TA S K S A N D C H A L L E N G E S F O R T H E LT F.
OUR FIGTH FOR A NEW ZIMMERWALD-
KIENTHAL OF THE 21ST CENTURY IN THE
NEW PERIOD OPENED BY THE BANKRUPTCY
OF CAPITALISM-IMPERIALISM AND THE CRISIS
OF IMPERIALIST RULE OVER THE WORLD

The FLT enters this new period as a
p o l e, or point of support , a small bu t

solid one, from which to fight to resolve
the crisis of humanity, that boils down,
as the Transitional Program says, to the
crisis of the revolutionary leadership of
the proletariat.

So we are a pole of support for any-
one that seeks for a revo l u t i o n a ry pat h
and fights for a re - grouping of the
h e a l t hy fo rces of Tro t s kyism intern a-
tionally, around the lessons and the pro-
gram in front of the hot events of the
Wo rld class stru gg l e, for decl a ring a
relentless war against all the re fo rm i s t
and treacherous leaderships, and partic-
u l a rly, against the re n egades of
Tro t s kyism that have become in
re fo rm i s t s , to fill the place left va c a n t
by Stalinism and social democracy.

H oweve r, as a pole of support , t h e
F LT is yet a subjective –as opposed to
objective- factor in the vanguard of the
world proletariat. It could not be other-
w i s e. All of us that comprise the FLT
are the children and the results of enor-
mous defeats suffered by the world pro-
letariat. We are the offspring of that ter-
ri ble historical defe at of the wo rl d
working class, the Stalinist betrayal that
restored capitalism in the worker states.
Those wo rker stat e s , even though
d e fo rmed and dege n e rated under
Stalinist rule, had been the biggest gain
won by the world proletariat in one and
a half centuries of class wars against its
exploiters. Furthermore, we are the off-
spring of that no less terrible –and per-
haps more decisive defeat - the liquida-
tion of the Fourth International that was
founded in 1938. A liquidation that was
a consequence of the betrayals of the
revisionists, opportunists and renegades
of Tro t s kyism who has passed over to
the camp of re fo rm i s m , wh i ch is the
camp of the class enemy, turning them-
selves into the paramedics in charge of
p ro l o n ging wh at Tro t s ky called the
Death Agony of Capitalism.

Under these conditions, we intern a-
tionalist Tro t s kyists that have gat h e re d
t ogether in the FLT, h ave fought fo r
over 20 years against the current, sepa-
rated from the masses, struggling to tie
up again the threads of continuity of
revo l u t i o n a ry Marxism that had been
severed by the liquidators of the Fourth
I n t e rn ational. The enormous defe at s
that the treacherous leaderships brought
on the heads of the wo rld pro l e t a ri at
meant that the revo l u t i o n a ries wo u l d
remain isola t e d, s ep a rated from the
masses, and this was tragic for both rev-
o l u t i o n a ries and wo rld pro l e t a ri at. It
could not be otherwise under the condi-

tions of the regime of imperialist ru l e
that has prevailed since 1989.

But as we have alre a dy said those
conditions have ch a n ged r a d i c a l ly. We
are at the beginning of a new period of
crises, wars, revolution and counterrev-
olution; of decisive clashes between the
classes. We are at the beginning of one
of those “ ex t ra o rd i n a ry ep o chs of
H i s t o ry ” t h at Tro t s ky re fe rred to. Th e
reformists now begin to feel the pain of
the fish out of water, and we revolution-
a ries are starting to bre athe fresh air
because our fraction of the world prole-
t a ri at is beginning to enter onto the
world stage.

This will be the start of a peri o d
when the Bolsheviks can begin to func-
tion as a revolutionary force. We will be
able to abandon our defe n s ive position
of painfully maintaining our progra m-
m atic and ideological positions aga i n s t
all our enemies.  We will be able to
fight to break out of our isolation and
find our way to the masses. That is, we
h ave entered a period of stru ggle to
t ra n s fo rm ours e l ves from a subjective
factor into objective factor in the va n-
guard of the world proletariat. This is in
short, the new task and enormous chal-
l e n ge that we intern at i o n a l i s t
Trotskyists of the FLT have ahead of us.

Our fight for the International Conference
and the two dangers threatening us:
sectarian abstentionism and opportunism
of the type of the “Two and a Half
(Amsterdam) International” re-groupments

Under these conditions, we pri n c i-
pled Tro t s kyists run two ri s k s : on one
h a n d, we may sin as sectarians and
loudly proclaim we are the “only revo-
l u t i o n a ri e s ” in the wo rl d. This wo u l d
amount to renouncing any fight against
centrism. That would prevent large lay-
ers of the masses, groups and militants
in the proletarian vanguard, from com-
pleting their evolution to the left,
t owa rds revo l u t i o n a ry Marxism. A s
Tro t s ky said we must not be afraid of
the inconsistencies of centrism:

“... and do not frighten the others
without a re a s o n , do not make fa l s e
a c c u s at i o n s , do not look for betraya l
wh e re it doesn’t ex i s t , do not rep l a c e
Marxist discussion with unpri n c i p l e d
disputes. Experience has shown that the
moment when an orga n i z ation is re a dy
to come out of a blind alley onto a wide
s t re e t , elements always appear that
want to stay in that alley, they know all
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of their neighbours and they rely on the
n ews and gossip and the impor t a n t
“cabinet changes” of their own limited
environment. These sectarian conserva -
tive elements are very frightened of not
being able to carry their old houses
onto the new terrain.”

The other risk is that of wo rk i n g
against centrism but watering down the
p rogram and disarming the strat egi e s .
This would mean that centrism is work-
ing on the revolutionary movement, dis-
arming and sterilizing it rather than the
other way ro u n d. This second dange r
seems to have already derailed currents
as POM in Brazil, a current with which
we in the FLT have been stru gg l i n g
t ogether for an Intern at i o n a l
C o n fe rence of the pri n c i p l e d
Trotskyists and the revolutionary work-
er orga n i z at i o n s , using the method of
re-grouping internationalists and expos-
ing the “ i n t e l l i gent re fo rm i s t s ” a ro u n d
the lessons of the acid tests of the world
class stru gg l e. Howeve r, t o d ay, t h e
POM comrades are convening a pre -
c o n fe rence around some ge n e ral pro-
gra m m atic points that do not distin-
guish re fo rmists from revo l u t i o n a ri e s ,
t h at do not deb ate serious diffe re n c e s ,
and which can end up with a new cen-
t rist re - groupments of the type of the
“ Two and a Half Intern at i o n a l ” ru t h-
lessly fought by the Third International
of Lenin and Tro t s ky in the early ‘ 2 0 s
and by the Bolshevik-Leninists in the
‘30s.

Regroupment around the acid tests of the
international class struggle, or around a
general program that any “intelligent
reformist” could endorse?

E ve ry b o dy objecting to the method
of the FLT of using the acid tests to sep a-
rate the re fo rmists from the revo l u t i o n a r-
i e s , s ays that FLT ’s method means “ n o t
h aving a progra m ” , and that FLT is for a
regroupment “ a round pure ly conjunc-
t u ral stru ggles”. We have alre a dy seen
t h at Tro t s ky said that the program is not
a bu n ch of ab s t ract theses, but the pra c t i-
cal conclusions drawn from the political
and economical ex p e rience of the cl a s s
s t ru ggle events of the last peri o d.

If that is not the case, why, did then
Marx and Engels write “Class struggles
in Fra n c e ” on the 1848 revolution in
t h at country, lessons that they consid-
e red of a fi rst order of importance fo r
the German revolution? Why did Marx

devote the most part of the last years of
his life to draw with ex t reme pre c i s i o n
the lessons of the fi rst historic gre at
p ro l e t a rian revo l u t i o n , the Pa ri s
C o m mune? How can it be denied that
Lenin himself pro cl a i m e d, R u s s i a n
M a r x i s m , and then Bolshev i s m , wa s
founded and prep a red for revolution in
the land of the Czars with the lessons of
the Paris Commune?

H ow can any b o dy ignore or deny
t h at the lessons of the fi rst gre at
Russian Revolution of 1905 had such a
d e c i s ive import a n c e, signaling a mile-
stone in the fight of Rosa Luxembourg
against German social democra cy
( remember “ The mass political
s t ri ke”)?. Those lessons of the masses,
and setting up the sov i e t s , had show n
that they were able to go beyond a syn-
dicalist consciousness and conv i n c e d
Lenin it was necessary to adjust his the-
ory of “the party”.  Those lessons, too,
o bl i ged Tro t s ky in his “Results and
P ro s p e c t s ” to ch a n ge his theory ab o u t
revolution in Russia. 

How can anybody believe that with-
out drawing the correct lessons of the
Pa ris Commu n e, of the 1905
R evo l u t i o n , of the bankru p t cy of the
2nd International before the First World
War, etc., the Bolsheviks could have led
the Russian wo rking class to power in
October 1917?

In 1924, Tro t s ky wrote in “Th e
Lessons of October”: “Had we failed to
s t u dy the Gre at Fre n ch Revo l u t i o n , t h e
revolution of 1848, and the Pa ri s
C o m mu n e, we should never have been
able to achieve the October Revolution,
even though we passed through the
ex p e rience of the year 1905. And after
a l l , we went through this “ n at i o n a l ”
experience of ours basing ourselves on
deductions from previous revo l u t i o n s ,
and extending their historical line.
A f t e r wa rd s , the entire period of the
c o u n t e r- revolution was taken up with
the study of the lessons to be learn e d
and the deductions to be drawn fro m
the year 1905. (Leon Tro t s ky. Th e
Lessons of October. C h apter 1 - “ We
Must Study the October Revo l u t i o n ” -
1924-1925)

Wh o ever accuses the FLT of “ n o t
having a program” should explain what
was the program of the “Bloc of Four”
fo rged by the Bolshevik-Leninists in
the Paris Conference, if not the synthe-
s i zed balance and lessons of the wo rl d
economic and political ex p e riences of
the (then) last peri o d, t h at is, of the
Anglo-Russian Committee, of the

Chinese Revolution of 1925-27, of the
d e fe at of the German pro l e t a ri at at the
hands of Fa s c i s m , of the dege n e rat i o n
of the USSR and the 3rd I n t e rn at i o n a l
under the Stalinist bureaucracy, etc. 

We are certain all our critics will
hold high in their hands the Leninist
ap h o rism that without a revo l u t i o n a ry
theory no revolutionary praxis is possi-
bl e. But “ Th e o ry ” is in no way a cry s-
t a l l i zed dogma obtained (“reve a l e d ” )
once and for all.  It is, on the contrary,
the ge n e ra l i z ation in scientific laws of
the lived experience of the fights of the
proletariat in their struggle for the pro-
l e t a rian revolution. It is able to learn
n ew lessons and gains precision with
e a ch new revo l u t i o n , wa r, or decisive
d e fe at of the pro l e t a ri at. Th at is the
meaning of Marx’s quotation of
G o e t h e ’s wo rd s : “ Th e o ry is gray, my
friend, but Life’s is a green tree”.

If it is not around the acid tests of
the wo rld class stru gg l e, a round wh at
other program could the true intern a-
tionalist revo l u t i o n a ries be found and
re-grouped? 

O h , yes! Someb o dy would say :
“Around the first four congresses of the
C o m i n t e rn , a round the Tra n s i t i o n a l
P rogram!”. Really? The Tro t s ky i s t
re n egades would endorse such a pro-
gram without hesitation –even Chave z
walks nowa d ays with an issue of the
Transitional Program under his left
a rm!; notwithstanding that , these re n e-
gades betray Leninism and Tro t s ky i s m
eve ry day at eve ry minu t e. Maybe it
could be possible to regroup aro u n d
some general points as “the bankruptcy
of capitalism”, “against popular front”,
“ against labor bu re a u c ra cy ” , “ for the
soviets”, etc.? Again the same problem:
even the last and more re c a l c i t ra n t
re fo rmist and cry s t a l l i zed centrist will
be eager to endorse such a progra m ,
made of ge n e ral points, t h at commit
them to nothing at all, that do not shape
their day-to-day activities. Again we are
o bl i ged to quote Tro t s ky in the ‘ 3 0 s :
“As a matter of fact, what harm is there
in repeating once again the general for -
mulas about the collapse of cap i t a l i s m
and so on? It smacks of radicalism but
puts no one under any obligation what -
ever. Such formulas have become a very
ch e ap commodity during the ye a rs of
the wo rld cri s i s .” ( L . T. “ C e n t ri s t
A l ch e my or Marxism?” Ap ril 24,
1935).

C o n fe rences around ge n e ral pro-
grams, or programs of one or two points
–as that pro p o s e d, for instance, by
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Workers Power around the Greek ques-
tion- would not pass the examination in
L e n i n ’s eye s , because “ … To him, t h e
task of all conferences consisted not in
p resenting a “ re s p e c t abl e ” re s o l u t i o n
but in effecting the selection of militants
and organizations that would not betray
the proletariat in the hours of stress and
storm”. (Idem). 

S u ch confe rences would only serve
to set up new centrist obstacl e s , n ew
i n t e rn ationals of the “ Two and Half
t y p e ” , with their leaderships gat h e ri n g
t ogether each 12 or 18 months to issue
“ s t at e m e n t s ” t h at do not commit them to
a ny real revo l u t i o n a ry activ i t y, and then
eve ryone of them is set free to go back
to the corresponding country of ori gi n
and continue cap i t u l ating to “their ow n ”
b o u rge o i s i e, “their ow n ” regi m e, a n d
“their ow n ” union bu re a u c ra cy.

We that confo rm the FLT, as we have
a l re a dy said, fight for an Intern at i o n a l
C o n fe rence that re - groups the pri n c i p l e d
Tro t s kyists and the revo l u t i o n a ry wo rke r
o rga n i z ations wh i ch eve ry day, in the
wo rld class stru ggle and part i c u l a rly in
its most acute and decisive deve l o p-
m e n t s , a re able to prove passing the test;
wh i ch decl a res and effe c t ive ly wages a
u t t e rly ruthless combat against all the
c e n t rists that do not pass that test,
against the “ i n t e l l i ge n t ” re fo rmists dis-
guised as “ Tro t s ky i s t s ” and to the re n e-
gades. In that way and under that strat e-
gi e s , we are able to show an endless
p atience and tactical fl exibility to wo rk
over the centrist phenomena and collab-
o rate in their evolution towa rds revo l u-
t i o n a ry Marxism. We know that tactics
as that of the “Bloc of Fo u r ” , or even as
t h at of the “ Fre n ch turn ” , will be at the
o rder of the day in the period that is just
s t a rt i n g. And at the same time, we are
s u re we are able of maintaining the
highest strat egic and progra m m at i c
i n t ra n s i ge n c e, without yielding an inch
in the grounds of pri n c i p l e. Th e re fo re
we have made ours the wo rds of
Tro t s ky : “ The Bolsheviks have no re a -
son for uniting with the centrist leaders
( “ u n i t y ” ... once eve ry year and a half
at a confe rence!). Hollow intern at i o n a l
p a rades are of no use to us.
R evolutionists do not f l i rt with centri s t s
at confe rences but carry on tireless day -
t o - d ay wo rk against them in their ow n
c o u n t ri e s , and they part i c i p ate at their
own revo l u t i o n a ry intern ational confe r -
e n c e s , wh e re they do not bl ow soap bu b -
bles but discuss and decide the ques -
tions of the class stru gg l e.” ( L . T. ,
“ C e n t ri s t … ” , 1 9 3 5 )

The struggle for an International
Conference of the principled Trotskyists
and the revolutionary worker
organizations: what is similar, which are
the limits of the analogy to Zimmerwald-
Kienthal

H aving defined with cl a rity the inter-
n ational re - groupment wh i ch we are
fighting fo r, t o d ay, under the conv u l s ive
conditions of the new period that is
opening befo re our eye s , and with the
ab ove mentioned high ch a l l e n ges and
o b j e c t ive s , we will re - d o u ble our com-
b at for an Intern ational Confe rence of
the principled Tro t s kyists and the revo-
l u t i o n a ry wo rker orga n i z at i o n s , for a
“ n ew Zimmerwald-Kienthal of the 21s t

c e n t u ry ” .
Any historic analogy is dangerous if

we do not state pre c i s e ly its limits.
Because Lenin, Tro t s ky, L u xe m b o u rg
and the rest of intern ationalists that
gat h e red in those confe rences in 1915
and 1916 we re selected “ n at u ra l ly ” by
that enormous and decisive acid test of
the wo rld class stru ggle that was the
Fi rst Inter- i m p e rialist Wa r. It was sim-
ple then to distinguish intern at i o n a l i s t s
f rom social-ch a u v i n i s t s : a nyone that
p ro claimed his/her opposition to the
wa r, was pers e c u t e d, chased up by
his/her “ ow n ” i m p e rialist bourge o i s i e
for “high treason to fat h e rl a n d ” , a n d
unless he/she opted for hiding or going
to ex i l e, he/she ended with his/her
bones in jail as Karl Liebknecht or mur-
dered (i.e., shot as traitor). 

But aga i n , the intern ationalists that
gathered in Zimmerwald-Kienthal –and
also, further on the Zimmerwald left- in
spite of being a bu n ch that could
scarcely fill four cars (in Trotsky’s own
wo rd s ) , we re an objective factor of the
wo rld pro l e t a rian va n g u a rd, as they
we re the left fraction of a mass part y
–the 2n d I n t e rn ational whose right and
centre (Kautsky) wings had gone to the
camp of reformism.

The revo l u t i o n a ries that fo u n d e d
the Fo u rth Intern ational in 1938 befo re
the 2WW, in the bl a ck night of fa s c i s m
and Stalinism we re also a few thou-
sands all over the wo rl d. However they
we re at the same time an objective fa c-
tor of the va n g u a rd of the wo rld pro l e-
t a ri at because they had been, as Left
O p p o s i t i o n , a fraction of the 3rd

I n t e rn ational (Comintern) that was a
mass orga n i z ation. More ove r, and this

is decisive, t h ey had also been –fi rst as
Left Opposition; then as Bolshev i k -
Leninists and fi n a l ly as Fo u rt h
I n t e rn at i o n a l , the continuity of
B o l s h evism in the re s i s t a n c e, wh i ch
t h ey defended with their minds and
l ives. Leon Tro t s ky –an intern at i o n a l i s t
in Zimmerwald; a leader of the October
R evolution; a founder of the revo l u-
t i o n a ry 3rd I n t e rn ational alongside
Lenin; the cre ator of the Red A rmy; the
p romoter of the Left Opposition and a
founder of the Fo u rth Intern at i o n a l
wa s , no doubt, the living ex p ression of
t h at continu i t y. Incidentally that wa s
the supreme importance the phy s i c a l
e l i m i n ation of the last living intern a-
tionalist Zimmerwaldian had for the
Stalinist bu re a u c ra cy and the imperi a l-
ist bourge o i s i e s .

So it is very clear that we must first
of all signal two central differences that
the present situation shows with respect
to that of Zimmerwald-Kienthal: firstly,
we have not yet here an inter-imperial-
ist war as an objective “ s e l e c t o r ” o f
i n t e rn ationalists. Secondly, as we have
a l re a dy ex p l a i n e d, we intern at i o n a l i s t s
a re not today an objective fa c t o r, bu t
only for the moment a subjective factor
in the vanguard of the world proletariat.

Which is, then the sense of the anal-
ogy that we from the FLT make today
with Zimmerwald-Kienthal? Th e re is a
crucial issue here: today, because of the
d e s e rtion of the “ Tro t s ky i s t ” re n ega d e s
that liquidated the Fourth International,
the “ t h reads of continu i t y ” o f
Bolshevism, the threads of the strategy,
the program and the very material exis-
tence of Bolshevism itself –the “threads
of History ” – have been seve re d. It is
imperative to tie them again, as Trotsky
stated in his magnificent work “History
of the Russian Revo l u t i o n ” had been
p re c i s e ly the decisive task fulfilled by
the Zimmerwald-Kienthal confe re n c e s .

This is also our task; it is not a dif-
fe rent task from fighting to find a way
to the masses and get out of our isola-
tion; that was also the task that the
B o l s h evik-Leninists put to themselve s
in the ‘ 3 0 s , wo rking offe n s ive ly with
total tactical flexibility (as shown in the
Bloc of Four or the brilliant move of
e n t e ring the Socialist Pa rt i e s , the so
called “ Fre n ch Tu rn”) but ab s o l u t e
strategic intransigence both on the mass
c e n t rist phenomena and the centr i s t
groups and currents that after the defeat
of the German pro l e t a ri at to the hands
of fascism in 1933, were in the numbers
–all of them oscillating between reform
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( i . e. , s o c i a l - d e m o c ra cy, Stalinism) and
revo l u t i o n , cl e a rly rep resented by the
Bolshevik-Leninists headed by Trotsky.

To d ay History will give us more
than a thousand opportunities to the
international revolutionaries for finding
a way to the masses and for re s o l v i n g
the historic crisis of revolutionary lead-
ership of the proletariat; the only condi-
tion is for us to be able to keep the most
i n t ra n s i gent infl exibility in terms of
i d e o l ogy –that is not to water our pro-
gram to fl i rt anyo n e, not to disarm our
s t rat egy even for a nanosecond- and at
the same time, to be able to be tactically
flexible in order to allow without even a
shade of sectarianism or a self
i n d u l ging “ bl owing of our own horn ” ,
that the masses understand by their own
ex p e rience the correctness of our pro-
gram and strategy, and to collaborate in
p romoting the evolution towa rd s
Tro t s ky i s m , i . e. , t owa rd militant inter-
n at i o n a l i s m , of all those curre n t s ,
groups or militants that are honestly
looking for a revolutionary way out.

Today, more than ever: For an
International Conference of the principled
Trotskyists and the revolutionary worker
organizations!

The intern ational developments do
not allow a minute of resting, they cre-
ate at each step new acid tests befo re

wh i ch we revo l u t i o n a ries must put to
test our theory and our program; they
d e l i m i t ate with cl a rity re fo rmists and
centrists from militant internationalists.
There you have the Greek question that
puts to the order of the day the fight for
the soviets and the armament of the
masses; there you have the Pa l e s t i n i a n
question that exposes all the enemies of
a unique and only national war and
mass insurrection of the Pa l e s t i n i a n
masses to destroy the Zionist state of
I s ra e l , as a decisive link in the all-
Middle East revolution; there you have
the revolution that is shaking
Guadeloupe and the rest of the Fre n ch
c o l o n i e s , unmasking all the social-
chauvinists, and showing the dialectical
unity of revolution in the colonies with
that of the metropolises, as Trotsky had
defined so brilliantly as early as 1929 in
his Th e o ry of Pe rmanent Revo l u t i o n .
Th e re you have the re a c t i o n a ry stri ke
by the UK labor aristocracy that is thor-
o u g h ly exposing all its servants; the
events in the Palestinian questions
unmasking the fa l l a cy of an allege d
“ I s raeli wo rking class”. Th e re yo u
have, made hotter than ever by the revo-
lution in the A n t i l l e s , the Cuban ques-
t i o n , t h at is, the fight for the political
revolution in Cuba against the re s t o ra-
tionist Cuban bureaucracy, as a decisive
link in the Cari bbean and A m e ri c a n
revolution. Th e re you have, fi n a l ly the

re - c o n fi g u ration of the Wo rld Social
Forum and the emergence of new medi-
ations as the “ N ew A n t i c ap i t a l i s t
Parties” that expose and delimitate with
cl a rity who are the “ i n t e l l i ge n t
re fo rm i s t s ” and who are the consistent
internationalists.

That is why we of the FLT vindicate
the 23 points that almost a year ago we
wrote and raised as a proposal to put up
an Intern ationalist Bloc fighting for an
I n t e rn ational Confe rence; these 23
points concentrate the method of revo-
l u t i o n a ry Marxism of the 20t h c e n t u ry
of testing the programs, the theories and
c u rrents of the real wo rld in the acute
events of the world class struggle, with-
out which, as we have said, we run the
risk of setting up a “Second and a Half
International”, that is, we run the risk of
ending ours e l ves as those hens that
hatch ducklings.

S u re ly there will be lots of confe r-
ences of opport u n i s t s , i n t e l l i ge n t
re fo rm i s t s , b o o by traps and all kind of
re fo rmist “ d u cks”. We will be eve n
o bl i ged to intervene in many of them
ve ry audaciously in political fight to
p revent the fo rm ation of new obstacl e s
in the way of the proletarian vanguard.
But with the necessary tactical flexibili-
ty and the equally necessary ideological
i n t ra n s i ge n c e, the stru ggle of the inter-
n ationalist Tro t s kyists of the FLT con-
t i nues to be to regroup and select at
international level the healthy forces of
Trotskyism, to build up an international
c e n t re that , even with a yet imperfe c t
d e m o c ratic centralism will be a thou-
sand times more perfect that the demo-
c ratic centralism of any national gro u p
that, isolated, is hopelessly condemned
to degeneration or disappearing.

We have enu m e rated the tasks and
ch a l l e n ge s , gi gantic though ex c i t i n g
t h at we have put on our shoulders fo r
the period that is beginning; we fi g h t
for giving back to the world proletariat
under the new conditions of the times,
the leadership that they deserve and
need, by founding again the world party
of the socialist revolution with the lega-
cy and the program of the foundational
c o n gress of the Fo u rth Intern ational in
1938. •

Leon Trotsky, reading on the Founding Congress of the Fourth International in Socialist Appeal 
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